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Igbt Honourable, there be 
two cauſes Which 
moone and force all hearts 
o mourne and lament(the 
feare of enilt and loſſe of 
Load) theſe two may come 
in one day 2 faith the Pro- 1. 47.5. 
phet, there are two ſorts omen, the one good, the 
4 2 other 


Gregor.Mag, 


$oral. 
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- - ».- » TheEpiſtle 
other euill; good men doe ener ſorrow, for this 
world is their hell; and jr ey ey oY 
rom and lament, for God is their enemy? the one 
for the affliftions which they ſeele, the other for 
the iudgements which they may and doe ſcare: 
Verbaiuſti dolore ſhht plena. To the wicked 
Stimbilns conſcientiz èſt ſcelerum pena. 
Thatimes are ſuch as: ſhould bedew, the words of 
ond men with lamentafion. Qupeungue Ac 
a lyQus e 


za le. maque non taciti funeris intus erat. The 


godly doe and muſt take to heart griefe for fan : for 
thereby Goth is mooned toaprath. againſt c, the 
times of grisfe beſeemeth not the ſeaſons of ioy. 


bol g. Heu quam diff eile eſt imitari gaudia falſa 
z. cu Difficile eſt triſti, fingere, mente, iocum. 


My, ſpeech muſt be ſhort becauſe I ſpeak of griefe, 
which our times doe require to bet performed of 
all, albeit a few. of all doe ſupply the ſame : yet 
they towhom the Lord hath beftowed-many and 
rarebleſſings, may and ſhould fill vp the gap. Of 
the which number your. L. is a ſbeciall menibercun- 
der God and his Maieſtie in this kingdome for the 
aduancement of Gods glory, and all good workes ; 

| which 


which golly and = and — difpoſition, is 
knowne to bee in you, the effect ic at all — 
proouing the ſame, to the great comfort of all well 


diſpoſed people of this land. And as the $ cripture regs, 


faith, That as the Lord Jeſus, our righteonſues, 
did ineveaſtin yeares, ſtature and wiſedome, ſo 
he did in the ſaudur of God: and man; and from 
Oviſt as the fountaine, theſe bleſſi 2g are diſtil. 
led upon the children of meu, according tothe mea- 
ſare cf Gods diſpbenſation: which Salomon pray- 
ing for obtained, whoſe example no que ſtion your 
Lordſhip hath followed, who not onely haue Gods 
holy Spirit, moouing you to bee zealous of good 
workbs, whereby Gods great fauour is manifeſted, 
and in ſo great eſtimation with ſo mighty a Mo- 
narch : bat alſo honoured, reſpected, loued, by 
urch and policy, and ſo by conſequent moſt des 
ſervding;that all ſhould haue their eyes and hands 
_— onto'you, as to praiſe God for ſo good an 

ument, as alſo to encourage you to goe on in ſo 
2540 and righteous courſe of life to the end of this 
mortall life, and then to enioy your crowne of life 
eternall. In conſideration of theſe great gifts be- 
ſtowed on you, I baue made choiſe of your honour, 
” 3 and 
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and that with great cauſe, Sive enim illuſtrem 
generis proſapiam ſcrutor, ſive devotam in 
Deum pietatem ruminor, ſive ſummam in 
literas & ſtudia humaniora, propenſionem 
reputo, ſive ſiugularem in Doctos & lite- 
ratos quoſvis clementian penſito: ſive illu. 
ſtres dotes alias, verè dignas conſidero, op- 
time, inter optimos in venio. Aud ſeeing 
theſe gifts are extended to mam out of your 
Lordſhips good inclination, and vnto me alſo, 
7 cannot but ſay with Ælchines, vbo when Zo- 
crates ſchollers did bring gifts vnto him in token 
of their thankfulneſſe, yet Eſchines bis affe is 
on was comparable with any ,albeit worthy of Zo- 
crates, but one thing 7 freely giue which is my 
{elfe. And ſeeing J haue receined fauour at your 
Lordſhips hands, I wiſhed I could expreſſe my 
thankefulneſſe in greater meaſure, then my abili. 
ty will permit: yet I offer my ſeruice and this 
myte of my weake labours to your honourable pro- 
tection, albeit not fit for the preſſe in ſo great 
light, had I not beene vrged by the well affected 
that heard it. It merits with the ſecurity and ini» 
quity of the time, my deſire is, that it may rouſe 
Vp, 


Dedicatory. 
Vp, all thoſe that are aſleepe in ſinne, a double re. 
Fþeft makes it due vnto your Lordſhip, Nimis 
enim ingratus ſcytha vel geta fuerim, if 7 
ſhould not acknowledge my particular obligation, 
and ſecondly your Lordſhips propen ſitie, and ar- 
dent ſtudy to aduance Gods glory, the ſafety of his 
royall Maieſtie and welfare of your countrey, for 
theſe cauſes and many more , Libellum mole 
quidem, ſed non pondere exiguum, reue- 
renter offero, atque inſcribo, & hoc quali- 

e monumento, ſingularem obſer-- 
uantiam, gratitudinem & charitatem me- 
am declaratam, ac teſtatam volo, ala- 
erĩori animo obtaturus multo nobiliora, 
ſi facultas voluntati reſpondere poſſet. 

And thus ceaſing fur ther to trouble your Lords 
fhip, but never ceaſing\to honour and ſerue you, 
praying the God and father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt the father of glory and mercy, whoin 
theſe laſt dayes of the world hath drawne -vs 
eut of darkneſſe vnto his marueilous light,through 
the Lord Jeſus by the ſpirit in the word, increaſe, 
preſerne, and bleſſe your honour , with all Jort 
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The Text MAaTTH. 3.10, 
Now % the axe laid to the root of the trees therefore every tres 
which bringeth not forth good ah in hewen downe and of caſt in- 
to the fre. 
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N ee the ee 


the Lord vſeth ſor the conuerſion 
of ſinners, to dra them ynto re- 
pentanee, two are moſt ordinary, 


\ {2 effeuall and common, his Mer- 


©)! ges and his Iudgements; both 
BS; ioyned togetherin one verſe, by the 

8 of Iſrael; Of Mercy Plal 10 1. 1. 

O Lord du 

theo will / ſing: both comprized in 

this Verſe by Jahn . the — of — * 
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The voice of the Oer. a 


3. Things to 


be obſerued. 
1. Obſer. 


Mar. G. 20. 


that God had alſo amongſt others, raiſed vp to preach vnto 


them the doctrine of Repentance, chat as yet they had time, 
wherein they might tepent, that God would accept of theit 
repentance, if it were in fincericie; that if they did bring forth 
good fruit, they ſhould not be hewen downe : Tudgement, that 
vnleſſe they did bring forth good fruit, they ſhould be hewne 
downe and caſt into the fire : vnleſſe they did repent and be- 
come new men they ſHould be condemned, and tormented 
with the Diuell and his Angels world withoutend, 

Before I come to handle the words in particular, diuers 
things are to be obſerued in generall: vc. E · Concerning the 
Occaſion. 2. The Subſtance. 3. The Method. 4. The end 
of this Commination, . 

Touching the Occaſion :thus it was with many of the Pha- 
riſes and of the Sadwces, although with others they went out 
to he partakersof lohn: Miniſtery, yet becauſe they accuſto· 
med themſelues to and outward ſhew of Religion, without fin. 
cer ity, preſuming vpon the externall priuiledge which they had 
of being Abrabams ſeed, Circumciſed as the children of A- 
braham ; and therefore that God was bound vnto them, and 
that being the ſeede of A brabam by generation of the ficſh, 
Gy were within the Couenant of Grace, and ſhould be 

aued. 
Therefore Saint John doth in the words of my Text endea- 


uour to ouerthrow this cheir preſumption, exhorteth them 


vnto repentance, whereby they might both perſwade them- 
ſelues, and teſtifie the ſame vnto others, that they were not ba- 
ſtards but true ſonnes; not the children of the Diuell, but the 
children of Abrabam, by faith in Chriſt Ieſus. Hence three 
things may be obſerued. | 

Firſt, that many may outwardly ſubmit themſclues vnto the 
Miniſtery of Gods Word in hearing the ſame, which yet not- 
withſtanding doe it not in ſincerity. The Phariſees and the Sa- 
duces went out as others did, ſubmitted themſelues outwardly 
to the Miniſtery of Gods Word preached by Joby, and yet in 
hypocrifie : thus did Herad, of whom it is recorded that he 
reuerenced /obn, and when he heard him, he did many things, 

' an 
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he voice of the Cryer. 


and heard himgladly,and yet in hypoctiſie: thus did Simon 
Mags, of whom it is written, that bee belxened alſo and was 
Baptiz.cd, and continued with Philip, and wondred when bee (aw 
the pgnes, and great miracle: Which were done ; thus I feare ma- 
ny of vs doe; we come but in hypocrifie, we heare but in hy- 
ocrifie, this commeth to paſſe either when we heare to 
— of men, and re ſpected by them, or when we heare for 
nouelties ſake, or when we heare for feare of puniſhment ſake, 
or when we heare that we may carpe & cauel at that which we 
heare,or when we heare for any other reſpeR then for the glo- 


of God and our owne faluation, And as in the hearing of 


Gods Word, ſo likewiſe in the receiving of the Sacrament, in 
Prayer, in giuing Almes, in Faſting, and they may be done in 
hy pocriſie. F 
This may teach ys to be diligent and catefull, that when ei. 
ther we heare Gods Word, or performe any other part of his 
ſeruice, we may doe it in ſiuccritie, as true Narbaxels, wich- 
out guile. | 


Secondly, that the Minifters of Gods word ought to take 2. Obſer; 


notice of their hearers, of the vices whereunto they are giuen, 
and accordingly to rebuke thera forthe ſame : when [obn ſaw 
many of the Pbariſes and Saducrs, and knew (no doubt bythe 
reuelation of Gods ſpirit) that they were come in hypoctiſie, 
he rouſeth them vp with this alarum, Now alſo is the axs laid to 
tbe root of the tree: thus did our Sauiour Chriſt at diuers times, 
ſome come to him in hypocrifie, ſome in ſincerity, according 
ly he behaued bimſelfe towards either. This will be profitable 
towards Preachers, this will be profitable for hearers, hereby 
Gods glory ſhall be aduanced, the kingdome of the diuell and 
finnedeftroyed: ſhall it not be profitable for Preachers when 


they can diſtinguiſh betwixt chaffe and corne, hen they ouʒt 


of a good conſcience can approue themſelues to be right diſpo- 
ern of the myſteries of Gods kingdome; to be . wich- 
out reſpect of perſons endeauour to beat downe finne, and o- 
uerthrow the — ofSathan? Shall it not be profitable 
for hearers, when by the lanterne of Gods word, they ſhall ſee 
cuen the ſecrets of their heart diſcouered, their moſt _ and 
B 2 eere 


Act. 5. 713. 


The voice ofthe Oer. 


Loh. 8 


deere finnes rebuked?- Will it not be for the aduancement of 
Gods glory, when both Preachers and Heaters, in ſpeaking 
and hearing, conforme themſelues vnte Gods will, Preachers 
by a conſcionable rebuking of ſinne; Hearers, by a conſcio- 
nable pratize of Gods word, for repteſſing ſinne; and en 
ſinues are thus particularly rebuked by the miniſtery of Gods 


word, they mult needs goe to wracke, and ſo the kingdome 


of the diuell ouerthrowne. 

This ſerueth for exhortation both vnto Preachers and peo - 
le; Preachers, chat n nn eye of diſcretion, di- 
inguiſh bet wirt their , taking particular notice of 

their chie feſt vices, that with an holy and bold reſolution to 
rebuke them for the ſame, without reſpect of perſons ; let them 
with Nathan tell Dauid, thou art the man; with Jobo the Bap- 
tift, tell Hered,it is not lamfull for him to haus his brother Phi- 
lips wife; and here vnto the Phariſes, Now alſe is the axe, &c. 
People, that they may wlllingly ſubmit themſelues vnto the 
reproof of Gods word: Art thou wounded? ſuffer thy wound 
to be lanced. Art thou ficke? be contented to take bitter pils, 
that thou maiſt be whole. Doſi thou come an hypocrite? let 
Gods word ſharper theneny twoedged ſword meet with thee, 
that thou maieſt goe away a ſincere Chriſtian , eftceme them 
moſt, which doe leaſt ſooththee vp in thy finnes, and account 
them not alwayes thy beſt friends which {owe pillowes vnder 
thy arme-holes, which proclaime peace when there is warre , 
which tell thee thou art reconciled vnto God, when thou 
knoweſt that thou doeſt not feate nor ſerue him, which caſt 
thee aſleepe in the bed of ſecurity, which moue thee ra- 
ther to applaud them, then to mourne for thy felfe, and 
for thine owne ſinnes, which both thou haſt and doſt commit 
5 — 
irdiy, that no externa t, bleſſing, or pr i 
beſtowed either vpon our {lues, or our — can 
make vs happy, vnleſſe we line an holy and fandified life ae. 
cording to Gods will reuealed in his word, and the holy con- 
uerſation of thoſe, fort whoſe ſakes we eſteeme our [clues bleſ.. 


3944. ſed. The Phariſies and Saduces diſcended of abrabam accor. 


ding 


n 
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tranſpreſſor of the Bam, thy circumciſion is made vncir eu 


poſteritie was rooted out for euer before the Lord. D 


cauſe haue parents to boaſt of their religious children, then 
children of their religious parents. 
The Reaſons of this Docttine are theſe: Firſt, in reſpeR 


b ledge or pretog atiue, then Chriſt Jeſus were not the one ly or 
| true ground of mans ſaluation, weymight be happy without 
him; * there is no happineſſe without Chriſt, by bim we are 
reconciled vnto God, & there ſore ho extergall prerogatiue doth 
auaile at all;cbe , men ſhall line by bus faith in him. 

Secondly, in reſpectof the Couenant bet wit God and A. 

B 3 brabam, 


ding to the fleſb,did therefore account theraſclues to be bap- 

py; whoſc error in judgement, as St. /#by doth here reprehend, 

ſo our Sauiout at another time, 7fye were Abrabams children, 
ye would dothe works: of Abraham : and againe, Te are ef your 

father the daa, and the Inſt of your father ye will dee: Behold 

therefore (faith Pau, confirming this dotrine) the bowntifmls Rom. 11.22, 

neſſe and ſeueritis of God, towards them which haue fallen ſexeri- 

tis, bus toward thee bowntifalneſſe, if thon continue in his bounti.. 

falnffe;or elſe then ſbalr alſs be cut off. And againe, for Cireum- Nom. 2.25. 

ciſion wevely n profitable if thou ds the Law, but if then bee @ 


dat if true happine ſſe did proceed from any externall privi- 


What ſhill it auaile thee to diſcend of good parents, if thou e 

doſt not imitate them in holineſſe and ſanctification; yea, this — 

ſhall tend more to thy eondemnation, then to thy ſaluation or le#irare in li- 

conſolation :example we haue of this in Hophni, and Phmias, mer haber 

the two ſonnes of B, who was the Prieſt of the moſt high,? 

God, that for their wickedneſſe were ſlaine in hattell, and their Ber. ſan can. 
4d ſer. 1 . 


/ pane fal- 
t0r14 Romer 


was a matt after Gods owne heart, yet hereby neither was Ab- | < 
ſolon preſerued from hanging, i mn or Adenyab from be- 15 
ing killed, neither was it ſufficient for [wdas that he was a Diſ- 
ciple of Chrift, becauſe he did not imitare the righteouſneſſe of 
Chit, The Iſrarlites did eate Manna from heauen, che food 
of Angels, and yet died becauſe of contempt. Not to multiply 
examples, as the Idolatry of Terab, did not hinder Abrabam fur Noa, ar 
his ſonne from worſtipping the true God ; ſo it did not proſit ar - 


Quid profeit 
Cam 7uod fling 


404m quod 


Cham,that his father Noah was a holy and juſt man, Greater rem E. 


Thare lureurũ 


corum culto- 


1. Reaſon, 


Hab. 2.4. 


2. Rafe. 


*. * 
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Gen. 17· 9 braham;which was, that God (ſhould be the God of Abrabam, 
and his poſteritie alſo; hercunto there was a condition an- 
Eck. 3.20. vexed, that Abraham and bis ſeed after him in theit generati- 
ons for euet ſhould keepe the couenant of God, wherein if 
they did faile, in making defection from God, then the Lord 
was not bound to performe his part oſ the Couenant towards 
them :now they hauing broken their part of the Couenant, in 
making deſection from God: therefore this eutetuall priui 
in being the ſeed of Abraham, doth not free them from Gods 
judgements: when the rightcous man ſalleth from his r 
oulneſſe and committeth iniquitie, he ſhall dye in ſinne, and his 
righteous deeds, which he hath done, ſhall not be remembred. 
3+ Reaſon, Thirdly, becauſe if there ſhouldbeeany true happineſſe to 
. the wicked, - for claiming affinity to the Saints, then there 
ſhould be a liberty to finne, hauing this as a pretext of their 
ſinne; yea it be more offenſiue to the Saints, whereby 
2 ſhould bee as a doore opened, whereby others might 
inne. | 
Simntnders © The vices of this doctrine are diverſe ; and firſt it reproueth 
demini ca- the Papiſt, who affirme, that by their workes, de comgrue c 
are! [cribers condigns, (that it is by the good workes of others) men may 
— — be ſaued. The originall of this error, was inuented by one 
rea — man- Hermes, to whom(as they alledge) an Angell did apps ate, prai- 
Lit domme ſing him for his good workes, who ſaid, if thou kcepe ſt the 
2 — Commande ments of God, chou ſhak be written with the eleR, 
ri, bac eri but if thou do more good workes, then the Lord bath com- 
and a tuanded, that thou ſhale be more honorable before God then 
— l. thou was to be, | 
5-hife.eccles This teſtimony is worthyof ſmall credit, ſeeing euer his 
rex! lib de pu- wholc workes are repudiated by thoſe of greateſt Antiquity, 
— % amongſt the learned, Enſebirs, and Tertullian, S. Hiereme. 
; This is a moſt feareſull coſenage of Gods, as if men could do 
Bez4im cay.2, more then they are bound to doe, this is not the way to ap- 


Lu celg. via. peare righteous beſore the Lotd: The Patriarches did obſerue 


the Ceremoniall Law, yet hereby they could not be iuftified, 
Rom.3.24+ For by theworkes of the Law ſhall no fleſs be inſtified before Cod: 
we are juſtified freely by his grace, through the Redemption 


that 
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that is in Chriſt leſus; when euen ſuch as are moſt holy haue 


done all what tliey can, they may ſay they are but vn profit able Luke 17, 10. 


ſernants; if thoſe who haue had the greateſt meaſure of ſancti- 
fication, were not of ſufficiencie te deliuer themſelues from 
the power of death, how much leſſe are we able, which pal ins. 
guitie with the cords of waxity, and draw firne vnto vs as with 
cart roapes; this extent goeth further: In chat the Spirit faith, 
There is wont that ſinzeth not, and dot hh good. uo not one If then 

Papiſt did but awake,and ſce a fight ofhis owne ſinnes, hee 
would go out of bimſelſe, and from all earthly helpe, & cloath 


himſclfc wich che righteouſneſſe of Chriſt; yea cuco many of Diſcare bana 
them being ſummoned by death, che Law accuſing them, their 3 — & 
40n4 
conuincing them, and Sathan ready to execute the ſentence of — 
indgernent vpon them, are forced to ſoregoe their errors, and C. ef. 


conſcience tormenting, the tudge condemning them, reaſon 


conſent to the truth of this Doctrine, that there is no ſaluation 2 


but in the blood of Chrift crucified : if they would take notice 


of good werkes, they may finde that they are the proper giſt 


of God, not inherent in chem, or au acquired habit by them, 
but onely by imputation of Chriſts righteouſueſſe. ; 
The — vic of this Doctrine, is to diſtinguiſh betwixt 
the godly and the wicked; the godly are neuer at reſt, neither 
haue peace of conſcience, for auy cxternall benefit beſtowed 
ypon them, vntill they haue an inward ſence and feeling ol 
Gods mercy in their hearts, whereby they are powerfully 
through the Spirit ofregeneration, to performe the workes of 
fanRification,and to make Gods benefits tokens of their loue, 
by obedience to his will: the wicked by contrary, . preſume 
vpon out ward bleſſings, and externall prerogatiues, reſting vp- 
on them without any further endeauour ſor holineſſe in lite 
and conuetſation. | 
The third yſe of this Doctrine is for exhottation ; doe not 
account your ſelues happy for any carthly benefit, vnleſſe it be 
ſanQificd,neither labour for any, but ſo farre as they haue re 
lation to Chrift, Wealthy Jeb became quickly poore, the ho- 
nour of Herod conſumed with vermiue, Sampſon loft his 
Brengrth, Dixes.with his riches periſhed ; Reioyce not * 


2. ſe. 


3 llt. 


2 


9 


8 — —— 


Hoe non fa- 
cerent Laces 
demony , 


Mat.4.6, 
Iſaih 5.4. 


Ibid. 4. 
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che Goſpellir ſelfe,withour profit thereby, for if thou doeft a- 


buſe it, or contemne it, God will remoue it; if ared not 
thenaturall branches, take breds left he al ſo ſpare not thee: thou 
art but a wilde Oliue, get thee'ynto Chriſt as a branch 
ted into this ſtocke; and being incorporated, and as it were be- 
come one with him, keepe with all diligence that prerogatiue, 
that nothing divert thee from hitn. If the Heathen could ſay 
vnto his Countreymen the Aibemam, when they commi 
any offence, certainly our enemies the Lacedemonians would 
not haue done thus, thereby to diſſwrade them from their lewde 
behauiour ; much more wee which are created according to 
Gods owne image, which weare the badge and cognixance of 
Chriſtians, leatne both in reſpect of that n which wee 
haue in Chriſt, and that glorious eternitie which wee hope for 
wo mortality ſhall bee ——.— ypof — to abſtaine 
mrelyin extern erogatiue, but onely as wee 
are in Cirife, of whom weare — — : thus 
of the occaſion, - | . 

Touching the ſubſtance,it containeth matter both of mercy 
and of judgement, which werethe ewo parts wherein the mini- 
ſtery of /obn conſiſted, as it was ſoretold of him: ſo like wiſe 
here he doth faithſully execute and both. The whole 
ſpeech is figuratiue and allegoricall, which may be thus reſol- 
ned: God is compared to an husbandman, who had planted a 
vineyardin Iudea, name ly his Church, which from time to time 
he had manured and drefſed, hat could] baue done more to my 
' vineyard that I haus not done unto it? The people are compared 
vnto trees, of which the Lord ſaich, I /ooked that it ſbonld haue 
brought forth grapes: The miniſtery of Jobs to an axe, that will 
cut quickly; either to haſten to damnation, or to ſaluation: 
By the rootes of the trees, are meant the ſoules and conſciences 

men, to which the word is well applyed : The he wing down 
and caſting into the fire, fignifieththe finall ſentence which at 

the great day ſhall be executed vpon ſuch, as at the hearing of . 
the Goſpell remaine vnfruitſull : ſo y it is thus much 
in effect, as if lohn had ſaid vnto them; as trees when they nei- 

ther bloſſome in the ſummer, nor render increaſe in the time cf 
| reaping, 


* 
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| reaping, notwirhſtand ir planting and pruning, are fit 

for nocing bur tobe n — 
— or e wes, ye tale 

life, ally Ee 7 omen 

into the firc, e for eteruall deſtruction. 

Hence two things may be noted ſrom this Allegorie : Firſt, 
touching the husbandman, hee is God; thus hee writeth of 1a; * 
bümlelſe, thus our Saviour reftifieth ofhim: an busbandman, Ier. 2. 
inreſped be is the firſt plan planter ofhia Church, tas alſo becauſe he Lohn 15. . 
is the continuall dreſfer and manurer of the ſame : an husband- 
manin whom we may behold both skilfulnefſe, an | 
neſſe, in hedging i it, gathering out the ſtones of it, building a 
tower therein, purgin ning it; and carefulneſſe to plant 
it wich the hell — Bc menchoverte, to deſend 
it ſrom —— and Foxes: and patience in looking and 
woitin from time to time, from yeare to yeare, thar it may 
bring ſorth good fruit. | 
Touch his husbandry it ia he Church ſo named in many 
places aces of Scripture, and that in dinerſc reſpeAs; 234 vineyard 

hneedofplanting, watering,pru g-pruning,purging Arbe Plal.$0,9, 
dunging ; ſo the Church hath neede of planting, watering, Cant. 2. 12. 
Pruning and n IA ate not euery where, bur 
there where ſothe Church ip not every La-. 6. 
where but . Lende — hath planted the fame ? af n Esek · 17. c. 
4 vineyard chere ate Vines; fo in the Church is Ieſus Chriſt; 
the true Vine tree of life, whoſe branches are all ſuch as 125 Cora. . 
faith cleaue vnto him „Which abound in oof God 
— eges? the yn 


are 

elec gn, rn ence 
manifeſted ; are hot but? wa r 
ee finally, ae ns 
— a rarfull,” bur ſome proving bar- 

ren are curdoyneand caſt incthe fie; ſo inthe Churchill _ © 
re notlieing brinches Sf this true Vide;rveny ptoue futle fer... 
and therefore halle taker wit and periſh; Wherefore 66 
ing 


ml bens ve, he had 
eee haue digged vs 
gen hach hoe {pared vs. yet. — 

— burirnjefull in good. Werber! Tn 
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maybe oblerued, ; Firſt, than the Law 
Secondly, that the Goſpell is to bee 
—— y the ſame. 
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. ar begin his; thus 
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Tbe vpe 7 the Toe. 
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dwe of 


except rhe Law 


Peek — Secondly, ph Fir gem mr Br in 2+ * | 


reſpect of out wry: as the ſewer were when they came F 


whereby they mi — or vpon d 
apply Gods merci vnto themſelues, which dos bot 2 * 
ee of this Doctrine, is both for reprehenſion, and ber- 
The vſe of this is r p 
hortation ; for reprekenfion vnto ſuch as Joe not peach the 
Law. de vnto ſach as cannot abide to heare the Law I 
. Chriſt aright, who told his hearers, 
at vnleſſe they did reptvit,they ſhonld al i Sore 
cannot abide to heate the Un, 1 
for mercy, che Goſpell, ſaluation; they liue conternners 
of mercie mn ofthe 3 . — yd Aryan faluas 


on : ue pillowes LOW, 5 
der grin ok rakes by 
ES 


GE nnefſe, and ye 
—_— | 


baue corraßiuet, whictr is abſurd. 1 
— — 
0 nes tninpC 
comps fete fartie vnlefſe they do 


Vnto peo parieorly the threatnings of 
word, people 10 endure pa to =— becauſe 
theywillawake you vp from your „and call your con- 
ance heme ay ibandonthem, ben ye come tothe 
Gods Word, make this to bee rebuked, 
| — your ſeluex, = eye ite ite [ooitied, the more 


pro- 


Apoſtle Pan! ſuith, * Rem, 
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—Trolicable ſhall is be for you. © 


For the ſecond, the Gol pell muſt be helper is vnto the 


2 Sam, 12-13. Law: Jon, ahonghhe doc denounce iudgemeut, yet if 


Iſai 1-19. 
Luk. 13.8. 


1 Tim. 1.9. 
Iſai 61.1. 


they would bting forth good fruit, he doth alſo offer them 
mercy; thus did Mat han vnto. "Dated, Iſaias vnto the Lewes, 
and Chrilt vnto his Heaters. The Reaſons bercof are theſe; 
firſt, becauſe the preaching of the Law, doth properly bclong 
to ſuchasare impenicent and not conuerted, vnto luch as con- 
tinue in their ſinne, vato e ſecure Chriſtians, ac- 
WY to that of the Apolile, The Law n not ginen wnto 4 
btcows man, but vnte "he lowleſ and dsſobedient : whereas 
4 Goſpell doth belong vnto the penitent, to ſuch as are poore 
in ſpirit, 2d contrite in heart, Secondly, becauſe as wicked 
men are more terrifred from ſiane by Comminations fromthe 
Law, ſo the godly by Gods mercies proclaimed in the Goſpell. 
Thirdly, becauſe the Law ontly teacheth vs what we ſhould 
be, the Compell bow we may be ſuch, Fourthly, becauſe the 
Law without the Go + 1 iacffecuallz By ; workss ir the 
2 10 be inf 15 the a e 
* 4 75 e. eren 
c miugſir L 7 3 couer ing 
bealing our diſeaſes, 2 — tree remiſſion of Fn Jeſus 
Chriſt, vnto all which —— in him. 
This ſerueth both for Exhortation and Reproofe:, Exhor- 
tation to v3, to diſinguiſh het wirt the. Lawgo I95 Golenl, 


bend the Ga e en nizent 
promiſes vnto the peniecht , that. . che — vato 3 


as haue moſt neede, and the Goſpell vnto ſuch as haue moſt 


. need of it; as alſo becauſe they cannot exactly difti ih of 
their hearers, erg let as conioyneꝗ together, chat 


neicher che penitent deſpaire by the of the Law, not 
the impenitent preſume by preaching o the Golpell,.; vnto 
the people to prepare themſelues, cither for threatnings ot 
comforts, according vnto their preſent eſtate : threatnings if 
they are impenitent, * they are caſt dewne;thr 
Tek Lt ts BY as alſo to be careful) in 
application of Gods word, that they doe not apply the Golpel 
Into 


— 


Tue voice of the ( er. 


ynto themſelues, continuing in ſinne; neither the Law, if they 
truely repent chem of the ſame. 

This reach vs, when either preaching nothing but 
judgement, or nothing but mercy ; by the ſotiner territying 
Gods children, by the latter imboldning the wicked : this re- 
proueth the people, which either looke ſtill for mercy; or (ill 
for iudgement, and whicheither out ofa conceit of the ſince- 
riry oftheir owne hearts, apply mercies vnto themſelues, and 
wudgement eth vnto them; or out of a needleſſe or 
wrong ſuſpicion of their owne hypocrifie, apply Gods iu 
ments vnto themſelues, when as mercies are 
ynto them, and they are the children of God. Thus of 
Method. 

Touching the End why Saint John doth thusthreaten them 2 
It was that they might take notice of their preſent and miſera- 
ble eſtate, and whileſt they had time might repent and ſo eſcape 
the danger. Hence this obſeruation doth ariſe ; 

That before God dathinflit any iudgement, he giuethad · 
uertiſement and warning thereof, that it may be prruemted: 
chus he did vnto the firſt, Wotld, vuto the ſinfull Cities, vnto 
the Nininites; did our Saviour vato /eruſelem, he gaue 
warning of that lamentable deſtruction, yea before it came to 
paſſe, diuets ſignes did ap peare, aduettiſements for deſolati- 
on, as /oſephms doth relate: and did not God giue vs ſuffici- 
ent warning, and aduertiſement of thoſe iudgements which of 
late Dane fallen vpou this Land thus doth /obn at this time to 
the Phe iſees, | | FM 

Aud /obn doth this, firſt that thoſe his advertiſements and 
warnings might moue vs to. repentance; this effect they 
wrought both in wicked Ahab, and likewiſe in the Nixinites 2 
the hunter doch not diſquiet his prey, but, rather waits till it 
reſt,chat he may@hcuſt it through; but God doth rouſe vs vp, 
leaſt we be thruſt through. Secondly, that the wicked maybe 
the mare inexculable, yea & forced ro apptoue of Gods iudge- 
n bein. alla 

This {eructh InſtruKion, Exhortation, and Reprebenſi- 
*... . 

3 h 


fore, that God doth nor delight in the dexthof'a dear, '#> he 
were deſirous to deſtroy he ne&dethnot to giue vs warving, 
but becauſe he is vewillifig'we ſhouldperiſh, he doth Biue vs 
adryonkionvfont danger that we may repent. 

»'Ehortation, ſeeing it hath'pleaſed God te zart 
O let vs in time rake wartiitig, let vs humble our ſelnes 
ile mightie hand of God; let en rent our hearts and not 

onr garments, and returne vnto the Lord; wee ſhall finde him 
reife end gran; ſaw to anger, and of grear kinde- 
weſſe. 

| Repreherifion, we haue not taken to heart Gods aduertiſe- 

ments and waruings: the Lord may complaine of vs as he 
did of his owne people, thet we wonld not beaye : great indge- 
ments haue ſcaſed ypon vs already, great as they are 
daily threaned, e we de ee re Iſraelites 
and the ewes were led into captiuitiey the one 0 @le the 
other vnto Babylon, becauſe they would not heate, they deſ- 
piſed thoſe warnings which were offered : did not the Spaniard 
in 88. elke ed Maden cht Tabs, he doth, now : did 
not the Pap — Ane 1 606 5. in thit 
tteaſon, de the death both of Church en wealth 
Doe not innamerable Locuſts'of the bottomeleſſe pit of hell, 
ſent by the dinell and that Romiſh Antichrift, ſwarme in this 
Land? Hach — — . "lite, 182 
the like was heuer amongſi haue * 
mine at home, — rh ne ory the'e EY Sy 
yetfor all thoſe aduertiſements we neglect Pere, 
Gods Sabbath, blaſpheme his name, omit the duties both of 
the firſt and ſecond Table: "where is our amendment and con- 
verſßon vnto the Lord, wee rather increaſe then decreaſe i in 
wickedneſſeꝰ aner his one euident token that the Lord 
ee e e 
our viſiration as 


eee Irie 

een, Fab Land ee 

or Conlon ne: nn, Calne 
Z. 


, and ſlaying, and wheredome,: they' breaks ont, aud bloud 
— bloud ; therefere ſhall the Land maurue, and every one 
that dwelleth therein, ſhall lo cut offer. We feare the (word i 
may ſeaze vpon vs, let ys then repent in time of all our finnes, 
In taking to hoart the udgements/threatned, let vs make vic 
of out time of peace, in being zealous of Gods glory and our 
oune ſaluation; let vs turne to our firſt loue, from whence we 
ate fallen, ere the Lord make a full end of vs : let ys imitace ſuch 


— — the Lord among the ſetuants of Phe- Exod.9.20. 
raoh, who being — . — ſeruants and 
their cattell to ſlye io the houſes: ler vs, I fa, take warning 


in timezlcaſt iudgements ſeaze, as vpon the Sodorwites in the 
— aares while expeBtns ſuch ing, 


Theſe of the end. 
 Thusin Generall, bothtouching the Oceaiou. » Subſtance, 
. 
the Words in particular 


Now alſo is the axe laid to the root of the trees, therefore ane 
ry tree which bringeth not forth good frei, is u downe 


and caſt into the fire, 
þ 3 rar grommets rc pets iud con 
fiſt of theſe three parts, which all concerne the ſame. 1. A 


publike Proclamation of Iudgement, Now alſa i the des 
r21he root of the trees. 2. Theexenfion, or generaſity of this 
Judgement, auery tos tht bringeth nor. 3. The Execution, 
acc ying the contempt of the 1 15 
ben ne and caſt into the fire. Oſtheſe in order. 


Touching the Proclamation, Now alſo ic the axe laid ro the The firft part 


reg of the ryees, theſefourethingsare to be confidered. 1 The” 
Time (Vom alſo.) 2; The Inſttumetit (th arr.) 3. The vſe of 
2 ment (4 laid.) 4: TheSubjeR(vare — of the 
tres.) 

Conceming the firſt, the Time, Now alſo: e 
is put ſot the as ia vſuall in the Scriptures 'v aloe 


vs not onely the certainty of — bit 


The voice ofthe Cryer. 


Reaſons. 
Act. 7. 30. 


0 
1 
ſhell comm. 
"> 


when mercies are deſpiſed, iudgements 
d For the ſecond, all the threatning, 


were paſt, all which are in Chriſt Ieſus yea and Amen; 
2 timſclſe being yeſterday and to day, euer the fame 
euer, 

The Reaſons hereof are theſe, 1. The eableneſſe of 
his will, with whom i n0 ſhadow of changing or alteration 2 he 
hath appointed day in which he will iudge the world in 
righteouſneſſe; in which he _ both executc both generall 
and particular ent. 2. His ability and power to 
dias > ah. 4nd many may lay 4 a nk 
and reſolution, which they are not able to bring to paſſe, hut 
God hath decreed that he hath to accompliſh. 3. For 
the comfort of Gods children, leaſt they ſhould deſpaire. 

But it may be demanded, 1. whether all thoſe iudgements 
which are threatned ſhall certainlybe accompliſhed, 2. Why 
the Lord doth. conceale the particular time of his comming, 
either to iudgement or mercy-. 3. Why God doth deferre to 
de liuer his one children from wicked tnen, and doth not 
2 iudgement vpon them when they doe finne againſt 

im. ' . 
To the firſt I anſwer, that 


8 is judgements are threatned a- 


gainſt vs conditionally, if we doe not repent, if we doe c 
a ' tinue 


” eo . . Ont rc Mer 


1  TheviiceoftheCryer. 
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rinue in finne 3 . — ve doc not repent, and fot ſale out 


finnes, they ſhallcicher not ſcaſe ypon vs at all, -or oder wiſe in 
mercy;notin-jullice hence commonly this conditi- 
onall coniunction; às antioned vntq amends 


as when we intend any lourney, Mei vnderſtand, if it (hall 
pleaſe the Lord ; ſo chen the Lord ſuich he will deſtroy vs, 
ye are to take ä into us, e dog continus is 
our finnes. mier ait Abe He 

. haebaLend dat emne 
particular time oſ tus comming, cichepvnto! ludgement or vnto 
Mercy, both for the criall andbumiliationof his owne children, 


ro 


and 26 the furtheraace of wicked, men vnto e, be- 
cauſe che more vncertaiue iulgtrnento; 1 
the tnore ſhozild chaſe haſten their pentamco, aharrhep may 


preuent the ſame j the mort, I ſay, hey — them 
ſelues by repentanceto auoid iacgements,that dem — 


takers of mercies. ; es 140 
To the third I anſwer; that God doch delay 70 > exccuty his 
judgements vpon wicked men moſt commonly) t draw 
them vnto repeatance; and doth deferte to deliuer his owne 
children from thios, but that chey may be truely humbled ami 
that they may call wpot) him,-acknowledging-by whom they 
aredulivered, yea that hereby greater fuils may be;preventyds 
aſtet which manner, the Lord fora long time did.exercilethis 
ſeruant Dauid, whom his faithful God did not ſuffer io be 
tedaboue that which he was able to beare, but at Lagchdek 
uered him from them ae things working together — the beſt 
19ſuch a5'lode ud. 
The Vſes of this Dedtine are both for Reprebepfon and” 

Exhortation : Reptehenſion to wicked men, which through 
thelulis of their owne ficſh promiſe voto themſclues liberty, 


92 
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—— tho promiſe of bis comming . cum pritGad ever; 


were mitable, his word falſe, and his delay in executing iudge-® * 
ments, were a cerraine argument either he could not, t would | 


not execute them all. Note of cheir f 
this kinde, chere were ſome — Aral — het 
222 — 15 and eee, 
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"ticks calleil Gnof1ci;as the Ecclefiafticall Hiſtories make men- 
tion — — this laſt and 


worn age) o ſpting vp againe, and 
hat in four ſorti oi s,Papiſts, and 
—— —— * live neither fea- 
— —.— — _— heauen, be. 
leeuing neither; with is Lord, that 
we ſhonld ſerne bim? Anabaptiſts, which — obedi- 
ence tc) teavhing that ciuill iurifdiction- is vn- 
kvwfull,” Pil, which giue liberty ao prophaneſſe, yniuffice, 
— det Prophaneneſſe in vp a new Prieſt- 


— a Sacrifice for t d che 
IIS 
Oni 
rebel: 


y aboliſh 
meets Kings, add making Subiects to 
finnesfor 1000, yeares'to come, yea making men to deſpaire | 


Couctouſvefie, for ſelling Pardous for 
ofcheir owne ſaluation, teaching that we cannot be aſſured of 
the k  heauen, wichouta ſp reuelation. Formall 
preteſſunts, which turne the Counſels of Gods Election into 
wanronnefle; reaſoning thus, If I be elected vnto ſaluation I 
fall de ſaned, how badly ſo euer I liue,'or if I be appointed 
vio damnation, ſo it ſhall come to paſſe, becauſe Gods coun- 
ſell 18 — By thoſe horrible Blaſphemies Gods 
judgements are abuſed, the grace of God by them turned 
'the of finne, 

' Emntortationvno vs all, timely to repent vs of our * 
Gods iudgements may ſraze vpon vs, whilſt we ate moſt ſe- 
cure, when e are leaſt aware: we are as grafſe'which-wi- 
thereth, and as the flower which fadeth;the breath of the Lord 

my ſoone blow vpon vs for our deſtructon. In Paradiſe men 


Merterpotes might haue lived or died, now we liuc and muſt dye: we are 
deferre now ann: from grace and glory into ſorrow: and miſeric - 
Jer veniel & fore ane nothing could change vs, now: 2 

— chaige vs; as one faith of Death, fo it may be other 


Judgements, They mas bedeferred; not remoued, they ſhall 
come when thou 


knowſtnocr when wintereominethae, waxe old, whenage 


com- 


dſt not, they ſhall come — 
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commech then we become Wichered y when ficknefſe cem 
meth, then we become weake; death will come, and then woe 


ſhall dye: the cloathes we weare vpon out backes, the Sunne 
ſetting ouer out heads, the graues vnder our ſeet; yea, che 


meat which gocth into our bellies, telleth vs we muſt decay: 
one creature doth ſumtnon another vo judgement; chefiſhin 
the ſea, the fowles in the ayre, thebcaſts on the ground, tho 
one day liuing in their elements, the other d for ou 
meat, giue vs warning: out fathers ſummond vs, and we otir 
children To che graue we carry others, achers ſhall carry vs 


lo this bed herein all muſt ſleepe . Hencs ace called his lie a Gen. 47.9 
pilgrimage,Pail his life a race, Dania himſelſe — Pl, -# 


not a man. A Pilgrimage bath an end, a race batha ſtop, a worme 
is trodden downe vnder- feet: and all this is to teach, that we 


muſt dye. Wherefore I ſay, ſeeing both the particular iudge- 


ment of death, and other threatned are certame haus we dot 


all cauſe ſpeedlly to repent vs of our fins; chat both 
be preu ened, and when we dye, our death may be the begin» 
ning of endleſſe ioy of life euerlaſtingꝰ ; 

Fot the ſecond, when the time of grace and ſaluatiom ĩs oſſe- 
red (not imbraced, then indgerneuts ſhall come j che people of 
the /ewes had a time of repentance, the miniftery of tho Lan 
and the Prophets, now alſo haue they a time of iudgement, vn- 
leſſe they did repent) for the contempt of ſo great a mercy of- 
fered ; the deſtruction of the old World by the undation of 
waters, fer their contempt of the miniſtry of Maab the horri» 
ble conſuſion of Corab,Dathas, and e biram in the dayes of 
Moſer ; the wickedneſle of Sal in the dayes-of Samuel the 
contempt of the Iſraclites after their de liuerance from Bubylow 
and Aﬀpricbeing like che Blackamoore which doth not 
his colour, or the Leopard his ſpots: und the judgements v 
ſeazed ypon them, clearelyconfirmethis point. The les had 
many both painfull and faithſull Teachers, yet they would not 
imbrace the mercy offered ; Chriſt the light ofthe world, hin 
they did crucifie, Pan famous throughout ali the world, whe 


preachedeuen from / lyric vnto Sui, for him hey laid 
walt, chat they might kill him, zn 
2 


yaine, 


— 


r 


ED 


The voice of Her. 


— — — — — 


vaine, ey ud not hearo: Mhat followed pon chia? moſt 
ſeore full zdgrments: wid ew and forty yeares after th 
aſcenfion of Cbriſt, Jexuſalev» was deſtroyed by Ius the ſon 
of Yeſpaſ#n, and the whole land of, Paleſtina, at this day all 
groaneth ynder the Twb{þ thtaldome. The Pcimiciue Church 
forthe contempt. did allo vndergoe moſt ſcareſull judgements. 
The Renu for their contempt, were ouerthroyyne by the 
Gothnnid Pandaler,and forced to ſorſake the aticientSepticolles, 
and make their reſidence in Campi A artiu, where Rome 
ſtandeth at this day. The Citizens of Epbeſas, ( olaſſe and Co- 


iu ſot their conterapt, were by fire ſtom heauen, by che 


and peſtilence deſtroyed : to come ni home, 
England had her dayes of peace, hich being 5 followed 
the ſcourge of Queene Mary, whereby many thouſands loſt 
their liues ; yea, euen of late. God hath in diuers things viſi- 
ted vs, hy Famine, P̃eſtilence, and euen for our contempt of 
mercies offeted, which yet if we doe refuſe and reiect, greater 
iudgements {hall ceaſe ypon vs. 2 

The Reaſons hereof are theſe. · Inteſpect of the luſtice of 
God, which muſt needs take place, where Mercy is re iected. 
2: The Glory of God, which is euen purchaſed by inflifting 
judgements vpon contemners. i F 
The Vſe of this point is for exhortationynto vs all, that ſee- 
ing we haue this day of mercy wherein we may repent, euen to 
embrace this occaſion of the ſame, left our impenitency open a 
doore to Gods Iludgements. * * 

O hritaius thou haſt a day wherein God offted mercy vn- 
to thee, by the Preaching of the Word, ſaying vaco thee, as 
our Sauiour vnto leruſelewm,O Ieruſalem, leruſolem faine would 
Ibaue gathered tbee, as the hen gathereth ber chickens, but what 
may bc complained of > hut thou monldſt wot, If time be neg - 
leged, ſhall there ſill be more for repentance? no aſſuredly, 
therefore the Apoſtle ſauh, Today. if yee well heare bis, wayce, 
barden not your hearts, Let vs draw nic vnto the Lord while 
he calleth, for then he will be found of vs in the day of ſaluati- 


Lccleſ. 3.1.2.4 0. To all things there is an appointed time, and a time to enery 


purpoſe vnder the branen 3 atime to be horne, and a timo to ge 
a Fl 


* 


The voice of the ¶ Yer. 7 Sy 

2e toweepr, and a tim to laugh; a tima to mourne, and « 

time to dance, _ — — time ef che day, uon of the . 

ame d iy the King © on ſer himſelſe again Jernſalem up- 
— ſame day. The ti ne of the Ki + Tudab Obes Hol- x. p. 
tion, and as ſome thinke, is noted in this ironicall phraſe; 7 hu 
& the day of our King. By the contrary, ſuch as. moutne aud 
are gricucd at the afflidtions of /oſeph, arcmnarkedinthe fore- 
head with the letter Tas ꝛthey ſhall haue their day of gladneſſe, 
glad tidings ofgreatioy's let ys watch and be ſober, leſt ha 
Maſter finde vs lleeping, and ſo infte ad ofioy, we get lorrow ; 
let vs make yſc of our time whilſt wo haue it; let vs embrace 
mercy whilſt itis offced, for deach may ſoone take bold of u, o- 
delay not the leaſt houre, for late repentance is ſeldome true; ;,.,,ar) 49 
let vs daily call to minde 3 ue —— 1 
Whether I ſleepe or wake, or whatſoener 1 doe, I heare 1 9 
ſound of that — trumpet — in mins caret, O ye dad * 
ariſe and eome te indgement. Thus of the Tine. 

Concerning the ſecond point the Inſtrument, an Axe: In , p 
the holy tongue NM. Deus. Chap. 20. verſe 19. WA, Pſal. 3 gay. 
71. 6. MY. If. 44 12. NM. 18. 13verſe 20. Iſai. 10. 15. 

Seruirg a ſecands, ſromcutting: in the Scriptures it is taken 15-46-23» . 
diuirſly, ſomctimesfor an inſtrument wherewith men are ac- 1 U 
cuſtomed to cut done trees; ſometime for the pride and + 
preſumption of the deuill and wicked men, Sball ibe Axe 
boaſt it ſelſt againſt him that bemerb therewith ? ſometimes for 
the wrath of God, by which wicked men are cut downe; 

ſometimes for the word of God,which as a ſpirituall axe, cut- 

teth downe ſpiritually, wicked men and hypocrites, like barren 

and rotten trees; and this it is chiefly to he taken in this place, 

according to the judgement both of Ancient and Moderene 

writers. Thus Halariau, and Gregorie, He appointed the [ewes Def 

to be cut off by infidelity;thus Chryſoftom,The axe is the ſharpeſt, sse, 
Touching this inſtrument, three things may be noted: . the e 7udace per 

weight of it, it « beaxy : 2. the ſnarpneſſe of it, it cutteth: 3. ir — 

frameth & faſhioneth ſeuerall peeces of wood for their ſeueral e 

vſes, whether for buildiog or burning or the like; hence alſo Seca a 

three things may bee — touching the miniſtetie of Gods "ſn. 


wor d. D 3 Firſt, 


4 
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The _ of the cher | 


Sen. 4. 13. 


Ru. 1. 1 6. 


E 6.17. 


4.12. 


vviſd. 5. 20. 


Ii. 30. 10 · 


Fitſt, that the ju ts denounced againſt wicked men 
out of the word of God, are heauy, — weight and bur- 
den. Secondly, hat the miniſtery of word, is of a 


cutting nature. Thirdly, that the miniſtery of Gods word, doth 


— fuch ns obey, vnto ſaluation; ſuch as are diſ- 
obedient, vnto condemmation. 


| Forthefirt that de judgementspronounced our of the 
werd of Godare heauy,may be proued by that bloody ſpeech 


of Cain, a9 puniſhment is greater tben / can beare: Aud no 
wonder, ſor is it not juſt with God, that ſuch as weary God 
wich their finnes, as lade him wick their abhominations, 
ſhould tbemſelues be preſſed done with judgementaʒ where- 
fore let ys be carefull, that we do not contemne the warnings 
of Gods word, leſt heauy judgements do ſeaſe vpon vs, leaſt we 
receiue a terrible and for Io W. A. f 
Pot the ſecond, the miniſtery of Gods word, is of a ſharpe 
and cutting nature; hence it is called a twoedged ſwordja/ſbarpe 
ſword with two edges; the ſword of the Spirit; mighty in operati- 
on ſbarper then any two ſword; Tbe Lord will ſharptn bis 
wrath, (iſaich the Wiſeman) fora ſword, and the world {hall 
fight with him againſt the unwiſe, Wicked men finde this b 
daily experience: the adulterer, the blaſphemer, the — 
as formerly Herod, and the Scribes and Phat iſies at diuerſe 
times. Whence we may leatue both to try the ſpirits whether 
they be of God or not, as alſo to fit and prepare for the right 
hearing of God. (3, . l :57 
To try the ſpitits, thoſe that caſt men a ſlee pe in the bed oſ 
ſecurity, and preach things pleaſant to the corrupt nature, 
which ſpeake Bosch things, which rouſe vot ſinners from 
their finnes ; ſuch I ſay handle the word deceitfully, yea they 


. preach not Gods word, but with theirowne inuentions. By 


the contraty, ſuch as tell thee of thy ſinnes, as gall thy ſpirit, as 
eut thy conſcience, as conuince it, as plainly rebukerhee for 
thine iniquities, ſuch preach Gods wotd ynto thee; beleeue 
them. To prepare our ſelues for the right hearing of Gods 
word, euen by a full purpoſe and reſolution, to haue our ſinnes 
rebuked, and our wickedneffe pointed out ynto vs. 
For 


— —— 


= 


— 


Fot tht third, 2 N 
vs either for ſaluation or damnatio! proued | 
e 


power of God unt ien, ute exery one that beleeweth : and 
to the Corinthians, We are unto Gad the ſweet ſauaur of Chriſt, 


in thews that are ſautd, & in them which periſh;to out we are the ler. g. 14. 


ef death to death, & to the other the ſauor 27; 
99 — e caer 


to purge, or to conſume; toa winde, which will either c 
vs, or blow vs away; to water, which will either walb, or 
drowne vs: Hence it commethto paſſe, that the word of God 
hath different operations, not in regard of it ſelfe, but in regard 
of thoſe ypon whom it worketh.. {1  ,. -; 
This ſerueth both for reprehegfion, and exhottation: For 
reprehenfion vnto ſuch as contemne Gods word, deride and 
* ſpeake againſt the preaching of the ſame, as if it were not the 
8 by which wee are framed and faſhioned for the Lords 
di . 5 18 * 
— — one of vs to be frequent in hearing 
the word of the Lord, that we may bee made fit forthe ſeruice 
of our God : Which of vs will be contented to haue our hou- 


ſes bullt of rugged and vnhe wen ſtonesꝰ and do we thinke hat 


we can bee fit ſot Gods building, vnleſſe our ſuperfluities 


Gods word be pared & weared away. Thus of — — 3. Pein. 


Concerning the third point, the vſe of the inſtrument laid 
or put to the roote of the trees; noting vnto vs two things: 
Firſt, the propipquitic of Gods judgements : Secondly, the de- 
lay which he vſeth in executing his judgements, | 

For the vnderſtanding of boch theſe points: two things are 


to be obſerued i Firſt, ifthe Axe,be put to the roote of the trees, | 


why are they not cut done Secondly, if they bee not cut 
downe, why then is axe laide vnto them; ot if Gods judge» 
ments be threatned, why are they not executed ; and if they ate 
not to be executed, Why then are they threatuedꝰ 
For anſwer vnto both:Firſt,The axe is lad to rhe roote of the 
trees: Gods judgements threatned, and yet not executed, be- 
cauſe the uuees are reaſonable trees, men enducd winnen: 


Rom. 1. 16. 


2 Cor. z. 15, 
16. 


— 


— 20. 


Tfe vos ofthe Cryor. 


——— et. 


Epheſ. 2.1» 


1 Car. 2. 14. 


2 Cor.5.4- 


the rotes of theſe trees, the hearts of men, which in time may 
change, turne and bring forch good fruit; namely, when God 


by his Spirit ſhall tene the it xy ils, and beſtow vpon them wil- 


ling minds to performe the acdions of holineſſe: In the perfor- 
mance of good, our wils are not actiue, but meerely paſſiue, we 
haue no free will ynto that which is ,' wee are not onely 
priſoners, ' _ with — 2 — but ſtarke — 
without any abiliey in our per forme any good worke, 
dut by wh hers ro Spirit; we are uot deſti- 
tute of that originall righteouſaeſſe wherein wee were created, 
but alſo our hearts are altogether enclined ynto euill, The in- 
wentions of eur hearts are evil contimmaliy e wherefore I con- 
clude againſt the P apiſts, that ſec ing by Mature wee want origi- 
tall esu 8d 8e are prone vnto all cuil, therefore 
we want free will vnto that which is good: This the Apoſtle 
Paul conſirmeth, The uaturall man perceineth wot the things 
that are of the Spirit * for they ars fooliſoneſſe vuto him, ne. 
ther can he bac theth, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerved, 
DOirfighteotiſtiefſeis n Chriſt Ieſus onely; bork in reſpect of 
dis actiue and paſſiue obedience, Through whom God doth ac. 
count vt righteous, 5 irg bis ſonnes righteonſueſſe Unto vt, 


whom he bath made to be ſinne for vs, which kuem not finne, that 


ve ſhould be made the rrghteouſneſſe of God im him. 


4 is 
— nec He 


more Coprig- 
tur, tamen bo- 


Secondly, although the ttees are not preſently cut downe, 
yet is the Axe laid vnto them, though Gods judgements ate not 
preſently executed, yet are they denounced and chr atned, 
eueu that hereby iwe may ſeare our cutting done, and in tine 
bring forth good fruit, that ſo we may not be cut downe at all, 
for (as Chryſoſtome (aith) although wicked men do not amend 
by feare, yet vnleſſe the godly ſeare they ſhall periſh. Thus for 
the informationof the vndetſtanding. 


was, ff - The obſervations which then ariſe from the applycation of 


erit perivit. 
cr. 


the inſtrument, laid or put to the roote of the trees are theſe. 
Fiiſt, that when Gods word is vrged and applyed to mens con- 
ſcicnces,znd by preachers laid and preſſed to the hearts of the 
hearets, they then behold the propinquitie of Gods: judges 
ments, whereby they belong vnto God, chey are moued to to- 


25 pent; 


+ we} 


— — — 8 2 ve, P — —— 
The voice of the Cher. 25 
ent; which made Dazid to ſay I haus ſinned; and againe, en- Pſil. 143. 2. 
0 not ents indgement with — Joſeph told harasb gn 4142. 
that bu dre ame was doubled vnto him twiſe, ber auſo the thing was 
ef abliſhed by God, c Godwonld ſhort ly bring it to paſſe ar 
roperforme it : ſo] tell rhee; thou haſt need to feare when thy 
conſcience is inſormed by the word, of thoſe judgements pre» 
parcdfor the wicked. re OH ee 
Let my — acceptable vnto you, Breake e — 
righteouſneſſe, and your eniquities by ſhewing mercy vito 
| 2 . — — wicked ſeeing the Judge is rea- Dan.. 7. 
dy to knocke at che doore, aud nom tho Are is laid to the ruote 

the tree. . | : * 2571830 

Secondly, that howſoeuer our fins deſerue th at God ſhould 
execute his judgements againſt ys ſo ſoone as they are thieate 
ned, yet out of his abouading loue and-inercy,: hee doch pro · 
long his judgements, and not preſently execute the fame; As / Exek. 18.32. 
liue(ſauh the Lord) I deſire not the death of a ſimer, but that hs 
ſhow!d convert and liue. The Lord doth ffroteb om h armesall 
the day long, to a froward aud rebellions ation : For-this litt. 1 1.28; 
cauſe our Sauiour doth moſt witli Corrs ut an 
all zee that are weary and ſadued with your inner, and {will ai | 
you, Gods mercies are aboue alt his workes, more willingby 165. 9. 
prolonging his judgementsto conuert vs, then by executing 
them to deſtroy vs. The truth of this doctrine 5 
Parable of the Figgetreez which although — 
for the ſpace oſthtee yeares, yet the dreſſer of the Vineyard: | 
75 let it alone this yeare alſo, till dig ge round «bent it, Luke 13. C. y. 
and it. n 0 ; 4* . 

The Reaſons hereof are theſe : Firſt, chat ſuch as are sppoin= 
tod vnto life, may haue conucnienttimeto vic thoſe meanes hy 
which they may bee furthered thereunto, Secondly, to con- 
uince ſuchꝭ as are diſobedient conternners of the time of their 
viſitation, who ſhall be forced toapproue the juſt judgements 
of God ypon themfor their contempt; as chan i 
taken, confeſſed be had finned, of which Danul ſpesketh, we 
and our fathers haus ſinned, in tranſęreſſieg the Lav ; therefore 


7 
1 


lefty is thy wrath hinalid againſt vr, for — loh. 
3 E longath | 


1 A4 * 
8 


Py 


26 T be woice of the Cryer. 


vnto ur: othet᷑ Reaſons I haue touthed beſore. 
he vſes hereoſ are both for exhotration, andreprehenfions 
For exhortation, firſt to be truely thankfull-vnto God for this 
his aboundant mercy towards vs, ſaying with Dazid in gent · 
rall, is har ſhall I render onto the Lord for all bus merries: in par- 
ticular, For ſparing vs ſo long and gining vs ſo large atime of re- 
pentance : We muſt take the cup of ſaluation in our hand, and 
Ang bis enerlaſting praiſe,who ſts vpon his throne,and ingreateſt 
wiſeric ſheweth mercie: We receiue-great bleſſings from God 
eyes to ſoe, hands to worke, fecte to walke, a time torepent; 
and yet alas all other creatures, the Sunne, the Moon, the 
Starres are thankfull, we vnthankfull. Secondly, to make right 
vſe of our time, redeeming the time which wee haue ſpent a- 
miſſe, if God doth beſtowe vpon vs a time, let ys not runne the 
more vnto firme, but the more be withdrawne from the ſame. 
Neprehenſion, vnto ſuch as turne the mercies of God into 
wantormeſſo, as abuſe his gracious time, whetcia God doth 
ſpare them, and do daily increaſe in finne, and runne on in wic- 
kedneſſe. The firſt. world was ſpared ſor a 120. yeares, fo 
Abareck, the [ſnethits, the primatiue Chur ch vnder Conftan- 
mie manic,” France, England, but did not make the right 
vie; did not turne vnto the Lord, therefore judgements came 
vpon them and I pray you hathnot God ſpared vs this long 
tim, he might haue taken vs away by the ſword, by the famine 
the peftlence, as many amongR vs haue beene; but it hath 
iſec hien yrt to ſpare vs: judgements arethreatned againſt 
vs, and yet where is our amendment? what vſe db we make of 
this time ? ſiune doth now more abound amongſt ys, fromthe 
higheſt to the loweſt, then formerly it hath done; and is not 
this an euidemt tolen, chat the ſwreetueſſe ofmercy ſhall be tur- 
ned into the bitterneſſe of judgement; aud then wee ſhall re- 
pent, chat in time, wee diduot vic time aright; iudgements ſhal 
finde ys out, .howfocuer. wee may thinke to eſcape them: 
Pharaoh bad CHeoſer gor out of his fight but i ent 
ſhall not depatt from vt whetſwe would. It is Sathan that qoth 
incite vs to neglectthe opportunity of time, hecauſe he gaineth 
r 
| | bs 


Te woice ofthe Cryer. 


Teach vs O Lord that we may number our 
plie our ' bearrs onto wiſedome : The wicked whilſt mercy is 
offered, neglect this numbering, are more 1 
in ſborr time become perfect ers, expert drunkut 
cunting deceiuers, and ſo make not right vſe of their time. In 
life to liue well is joyfull, to dye well is comfortable; but aſter 
an euill life to dye in impenitencie, this is moſt fearefull. To 
conclude this point, whilft it is to day, let vs beare and 6bey ; 
whilſt Gods iudgements do not lie vpon vs, but hang ouer our 
heads, let va in the feare of God, by repentance prevent them, 
that they may be remoued. Thus of the application and vſe of 
the inſtrument. 


hat we wy ape PrabSh 12; 


Concerning the fourth point, the ſubjects whereunto the 4. Tan. 


Axe is laid,vuto the roote of the trees, that is, the word a 
vnto the hearts and conſciences of men; men are not all of dne 
ſort, ſome are vngodly, ſome are godly; yet both may fitly be 
compared vnto the roote of the trees, and the word of God is 
to be applyed vnto both. | 

Ina tree two pointes are to be noted: Firſt, that which is 
aboue tlie ground, whichremainerh after the branches are cut 
off,commonly called a ſtocke uncm. Secondly, that which 
is vnder the earth, hid and couered by the earth, firmely faſtned 
to the earth, both which [ob conjoyneth together, 7 the 
roote of it waxe old in the earth, and the ſtacke thereof badriedin 
the ground, yet bythe ſent of water it will bud, The godly and 
the wicked may bee — — vnto both theſe parrs of the 
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Matt-7-24 


He. 14-6. 


Lohn 10.29. 
vou · 


be purgeth them that they may bring forth more fruit. 
| Secondly, the godly may be compared vnto that part of the 
tree Which is ſeub terra, vader the earth, for as the roots are 
firmaely. ſetled and faſtaed to the earth, whereby the tree is 
more firme and ſtedſaſt; euen ſo are Gods children, by ſaith 
firmely ſetled and faft grounded to the Lord leſus Chiift, 
with ivhom is no variableneſſe, nor ſhadow of changing, Thus 
Salomon proueth a man cannot be eftabliſhed by wickedaeſſe, 
bur the root of the righteous ſhall nes be moued: and Paul alſo 
petſwadeth himſelfe, that neither death, nor life nor Angels, nor 
proncipalities, nor powers nor things preſent, nor things to come, 
nor height vor depth, nor any creature ſhould be able to ſeperate 
vr from the loue of God which i in Chriſt leſus our Lord, Gods 
children faſtned ynto Chriſt, are like the houſe byilt ypon the 
rocke, able to endure the ſtormes and indes of temptation: 
the foundation of our faith remaineth ſtre ; ſtrong is Mount 
Sion, which cannot be moucd : and aſflictions are vnto Gods 
children, as that ſtill and ſoft voyce which paſſed by Eliæ, 
vvhilſt he was vpon the Mount: God doth by his grace and 
preſence ſupport them inthe midſt of their troubles, that nei« 
ther ſinne, nor Sathap, uor alflictions ſhall be able to hinder 
their Progreſſe in the wayes of ſaluation. The truth hereof ap- 
peareth bycheſe two Reaſons, 2. In reſpect of the certainty of 
our Adoption through Chriſt, by vertue whereof our roots 
are faſtued as the trees of Lebanon, from whence there com- 
forts doe atiſe to remoue out feare and l Through 
him we ſhall receive cuerlaſting liſe. 2. We ſhall neuer pe- 


riſh. g. None is able to take vs out oſ his hand Secondly,in teſ- 


pect oſ our obedience to this coniunction with Chriſtʒof which 
wiſdome ſaith, Lot thine heart hold faſt my w ordi, and thew ſbalt 
lixe : 8 1 D Chriſt, Fur death 2 
diſſodie the ſame; |; wich ab, 1 ben I leſt na, yet 
wil Itraſt in tbes; the Medacion of this Vnion is — 
then che honyd the hony combzfor whoſe cauſe we mutt con · 


tern all the pleaſures ofthis world, & account them bitternes. 


The Vſe af this point is for our Inſtruction. Firſt, conſtant- 
Iyto pray hy Detkns of ſaluation, ſal fee — 
| rme 


T he voice of the Ger. 2 


* * 
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grounded ypon Jeſus Chrift ; Sach a endure unte rb 


ficmel 


end ſrall be ſaned i If we dot this we ſhalt ebteine the crowne of I 


glory, which abe Lord hath promiſed to ſuch as lowe lum: Let ut 
be no longer children carried about with enery winde of Detrine, 
by the deceit of men, and with craſtynaſſe, they lye in wait 
to deceine vi. 9 © Her al 
Secondly, to be thank ſull for this our incorporation into 
Chriſt ;. not ſuffering this fo excellent a benefit to ſlip out of 
our minde, imitating herein not thoſe nine vathaakfull x 
but the tenth returned backe againe to expteſſe his t 
neſſe. And as we are to be thankfull, ſowe mult be carcfull, 
leſt we difſolue and breake this our coniunction by falliag a- 
way from that faith wherein we haue beenc baptized to the 
beggetly rudiments of this world: for then the diuell * 
teth from vs, will returne vnto vt, and our latter. end ſhall be 
wor ſe then our beginning. 51 1587 * 
As the godly, ſo the wicked may be compared both vnto that 
part of the tree which isaboue the ground, and that part of the 
tree which is vnder the ground, | | 
2. I ſay the wicked may be compared vnto that part of the 
tree which is aboue the ground, in reſpe that par: of the tree 
which is aboue the ground, is more ſubiect vnto danger then 
that part which is vnder the ground: ſo the vricked are ſubiect 


vnto the wrath and iudgements of God, wbenas his owne chiſ Exad. 9.31. 


. 


ie. 1. 9. 
1 
Luls17. 


drenarefreez the wicked are as the Barley and Flaxe in E pt, 32+ 


'whieh by the Hayle were ſmitten: whereas Gods children are 


as the Wheat and the Rye, they were not ſmitten, becauſe they = * | 


were hid in the ground, Secondly, as thatftocke is moſt com- 
monly the moſtrotten piece of the tree, ioyned to the duſt of 
the earth, and the one diſſolued into the other; ſo likewiſe the 
wicked which are not in Chriſt Ieſus are but dutt and dung, the 
off · ſcouring of the world in the preſence of God, in a moſt yn» 
happy and miſerable condition; as the flame of fire deuoureth 


the ſtubble (ſaith //ai«)) and as the ebaffe is conſumed of the 14.4 . 2. 


flame, ſo tie root ſhall be as their bud ſhall riſe 


vp to duſt, becauſe they caſt off the La oſthe l 8 
2. 
- gainſt 


and concemmed he hol on of Itacil, And ge 
3 


0. 


4+ 


— 


Ide voice af the Cher. 


Prester aridi- 
falem. 


Hoſ· 9. C. 


ob 15.39. 


fares, 


Pfal. 1.4. 
Prou. 10. 25. 


prophane Nations whom he would de on be- 
ople Tr at, ſo that be gaue then as du#t to — hep 
ble to bis bow, The wicked are called by 


: Saint Auguſtine, Palas mortis, the duſt of desch, becauſe they 


ate appointed to d m the winde driueth away as duſt: 
Tob in his miſeries ſaith, Ay ſleept i cloat ed with mor mes, and 
the filtbineſſe of duſt. So that I ſay as the ſtoclce rotteth in the 
duſt, ſo the wicked, whoare but duſt, ſhall dye in their finnes, 
and rot in their iniquities without hope of life, either in this life 
or inthe life to come. As fromthe duſt of Egype there came a 


{warmeof Lice, whereby the Land was plagued of God, ſo 


from the wicked a rotten, duſty and ynfruitfull ſtocke, pro- 
— 1g le ſmines, where wich they themſelues ſhal be 
2 as the wicked may be compared vnto the ſtocke, fo 
fitly may their ſinnes be compared to the duſt or tottenneſſeʒ 
therefore; firſt, as a rotten ſtocke is deſtitute and voide of ſap 
and humidity whereby it may waxe greene, bud forth and fru. 
Qifie ; ſo the wicked haue not a lively ſap, nor the water of the 
ſpirit oſ Chriſt Ieſus, whereby they may bud and ſpring vp 
om dead „ ; — —.— the 
Prophet ſound in Epbraim; aim is ſmitten, their root 1 
dried vp, they can bring pope rover Ieb ſaith of this wicked 
man, that be ſhall nener depart ont of darkneſſe, the flame of Gods 
e Angel ſhall dry vp his branobes, and be ſhall gos away with the 


_ 


mme breath ef his month, 


Secondly, as rottennefle or duſt is not Solidumquid, a ſolid 
matter, but ĩs toſſed wich the winde; ſo ate the wicked lighter 
then vanity it ſelfe ; they are as the chaffe which the winde 
drives away: as the whirle winde paſſeth, ſo is the wicked: no 


Dan. 5. 27. more Beſſbacxur King of gabel being weighed in Gods bal. 


Frou. 10.1 


lance is found to be but light as a feather, N a 
Hence we may percejue a cleare difference bet wirt a wick · 


may 
ed man and a godly man; the wicked is wauering, the godly 


5. is ſtable. Thereſote Salomon faith, the rig loss is am entrla- 


fling faundarion; but che wicked are euen ſubiect to alterati 
Ee | for cont llc —— 


_ —— 


* 
_— 
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cee —ů—— 
— tion; vrhich makes 

law full meanes, and not to haue vnto the 
wicked faith Eſajes, are like the — that cannot — 
whoſe water caſts v mire __ 
fabls in al their w 

firmes ynto vs in theſe our — 


true, ſor the —— 


rotten trees without fruit, 


Ilai. 10. 1 5. 
minded _ — Ln. I. 18. 


— —— — hrreariſen ==. 


onely among the cõmon people;a but euen among 

the Rabbies, grearones;notafew one — 
to another, —— of doctrine, thus 
manifeſting their owe rottenneſſe. 

Secondly, the wicked may be compared ynto that part of 
the tree 2 for" as it doch faſt cleaue 
vnto the earth, and can hardly be remoued from the ſame, hut 
with great paines and labour; ſo the wicked doe faſt cleaue 
vnto ſinne, and are ſo Redfafily glewedwnto the world, and 
tho pleaſurevtheteof, that not without great difficulty, they 
cannot be drawn from the ſame: hence it commethro 
that how ſoeuer for a time they may diſſemble, and playtthe 
hypocrite with Demras, Iadas, Saul, Achitophet, — — = 
they bewray themſe lues, and for theloue of 
will forſake God himſelte and his kingdome; that —— 
the praiſe of men, more then the praiſe of God, chat their af- 
fections are ſer ypon things below. It is not an 'cafie matter to 
remoue the roots of a tree which hath continaeda long time, ie 


requireth Spades and Mattocks, to digge abom ic and ſtubbe, 


it muſt haue an Axe to cut it, and all litils enough. The con- 
uerſiou of a ſinner. of aworl-ly winded man, -of a rich man, 
whoſe heart is by couetouſneſſe in league and covenant with 
the things of this world; + ſaythe converſion of ſuch 2 one it 
an hard and difficult piece of 'warke,” ch men i 
which is worke of Gd ſpirit \Oh: ſuffer not out 
ſelues totale ſo root, be not ſo deſitous ot the 
of this world, ſet not your hearts vpon them, for if ye belong 
| vmto 


” 
*> 
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The voice ofthe Cryer. 


2 Cor. 4. 2. 
Heb. 4. 12. 
1 Cor. 14.25. 


Ier. 2329. 
Exek. 9. 19. 


Ier. 5. 14. 


IIai. 55. 10. 


1 Cor. 4. 1. 


Prou.4· 23. 
Math. 13. 1 9. 
Gen. G. 


Lex. 13.9. 


ſelues of 


mis God, itwwill ooſt — groanes teore, pray · 
erbeſore out; your 
chat the nigher — ſtricter ye cleaue vnto the 
2 rare PHI and yourowne 


how fuly both the: godly de 
——— vnto trees, it remaines that I ſhould 
— that a the exe ij laid to theroote of the trees, ſo the word 

hearts and conſc ienees of men, as the A- 


to be applyed to the 
ich in the the truth, Fe 
— in ä— 4 ee 


unte enery mani cgoſenemor im 
— feats an 


— operation, ire ee rope 

entreth thapow — 

the fpirit and of the joynts —— — is diſcerner 
* of the rboughts aui intent i of the beart, by which the ſecrets of 
mant heart aro made manifeſt + Hence it is, that che word of 
Godis — to beat vpon thehard Ada- 
mantine hearts af men, by which God doth take away their 
ſtonie beart, and giue chem an heart of fleſh + voto fire, b 
which the Lord doth purge their hearts from droſſe and cor- 
ruption: vnto raine by which the beart is watred that ic 
fructifie ; andfor this eauſe the Preachers of Gods word are 
called Stewerds of the miſteries of Gad. ſuch as may rightly di- 
uide Gods word, and apply it to the conſciences of men, either 
fot their further bumiliation, ot for 3 t. Thus hüue 
the Propbets done, thus the Apoſtles, thus our Savjonr Chriſt; 
they did not reſpect petſons, but told men their finnes by the 
word of God, as Jos Bapt i did to Hered, & here to the Pha- 
riſes, as Nat bas to Da and the Apoſtle aul oh; 
and Peter to cm ag. 

The Reaſons are theſe : 1. daes ne 
— = ——— 15 dec 
proceed, the ineaginations! are enillcout which is 
' dictitfull and wicked about all things, whe ciw hnowit ? yeano 
— — fitfulnefſe of his owne heart, without the 
— — wee haue example both from 
avs towards the kingdome of 

thy, ; heauen, : 


he woice of the Cryer. 33 
| heauen, yet we ſorſake them through the ſinfulneſſe of | our 

heart, either through our naturall corruption, or the inſtigati» 
on of the diuell, who from our naturall co taketh oc- 
caſion to tempt vs vato ſinne. He put it inthe heart of Juda 
to betray his Maſter, whereby we run euen headlong vnto our 
owne deſtruction, and our heatts cannot he rectiſied, but by the 
word of God. Secondly, if the heart were not rouzed vp by 
the word of God, but did continue in finne, it would hecome 
hardned, and chen paſt all feeling of godlineſſe, and ſo be burnt n · lab. 
as with an hat iron, with a cauterized conſcienco giuen vp to 
n reprobate ſence, an eſlate moſt dangerous, a condition moſt 
miſerable, a forerunner of euerlaſting condemuation. By this 
no iudgement, no aſfliction, plague or puniſhment can become 
effeQuall, Pharaoband his Land. were wonderfully 

+ With variety of iudgements, but they did not dra him vnto 
repentance becauſe his heart was hardhed. This the Lord doth 
preuent out of his ynſpeakeable mercy in his one chi 
the application of his word vnto their hearts, whereby they 
way repent them of their ſinnes, become mollified and tender 
hearted,and ſo eſcape the wrath to comm. 

The Vſes of this Doctrine are for Exhortation and Repre- 
henfion : Exhortatiou vynto vs all in-generall, and vato both 
Preachersand people in particular. —_— 

Vato ys all in generall, euen to take notice of the ſinfulueſſe 
and 1 of our hearts, that wee endeauout and labour 
for a ſpeedy remedy out of the word of God: let vs I ſaytake 
notice of our omiſſion of good duties, of our — of 
eui l, of che negligence of our duties towards God and our 
neighbour, and the ground whence thoſe prectede, which is 
our hearts, that hereby wee may haue our haatts reformed by 
the word of God, that God may create within vn achene hot, nil. p 1. 10. 
and renew within vs a right ſpirit. So long as our heart remai- 
neth aſlęepe, and is not wakened by the werd of God, ſo lot 

we cannot rightly ſetue God; yea, though. with Saint 'B 
we did got into a Wilderneſſe to auoid wicked company. Vn- 
to Preachers, to approue themſelues before God and men ain 

a good conſcienoe, by their A mm 
$ 


% 
r ee ee Cs — - 


— ——— — — 
— — ang et 2. > 


The veterafithe Her. 


1 pm 9. 13 fot we ſame; thou maioſt b forcedco fly tac 


"Godiwand: Gol dock inioyne it vnto them, God Tul de- 
quive ic of them, it from them: hereby thou 
FO — of calling from God, and har 
thou doeftperforms it according to his will; true it is thou 
ntieſt vczergee much hatred, be in great danger and trouble 
with 

Elium impriſoned with frrmiab — — rp -forbid 

do come any more vnto their preſence with Aoſes, forbid to 
preachin the name of Chriſt with Peter, and the — they 
may wait for thy life; as for Pauli; thou maiſt be brought be. 
a | i Scar, ax the Apoliles; thou mailt loſe thy 
killed with the {word as [eames was; 
? be made a ſpectacle to the world, as 
weste of — off · ſcouting of all things: thou 
muiſt be weatied wich men, thou maiſt be wondred at, yet 


of all tbia or any thing elſe which can 
vnto theed , thou muſtperforme this dutie, doing uo- 


—— , not teſpeting perſons, but {aymg the axe to the 
root of the tren. 

Vnto people to prepare themſclues before they come ynto 
theheating vf che word preached, by an expeQation to haue 
their ſiunes told them, and reſolution to apply thoſe things 
which they heare vnto their hearts : art thou an adulterer, a 
murtherer, a ſwearer, a — — — an enuious 
2 — ligent, ward in rming religious 

—— Crogmobeſoed thou come, that W ſhalt 
— ſinnes diſcloſed, rebuked, and doe thou alſo apply 
_ "thoſei ts, whichare denounced in the word, in gene- 
tall vmo thy ſelſe, in particular, I am the man. 

This ſhould teach vs in our calling not onely to informe the 
indgement, bur alſo to reforme the will by application of the 
word which being omitted, it is a token of weakenefſe or ig- © 
norance for we muſt be an a candle ina candleſtike; yer for all | 


this faint not. 

vill not haue their fines rebuked, which will 
not hane their wronnide ſearched, which cannot abide that any 
N our of his word ſhould re- 


prove | 


proetbem: — — ST 
frould know him? we uill fill our in talking out 
2 in giuing way to the corrup our ama, 
the {overall inclinations — — 
— they be kanes of ignorance ot ol malice, ot ol inſirmity 
ific be che common fines of the wotld, as pride, couctouſnes, 
drunkenneſſe, whoring, and ſwearing; } tell 
thy heart and affeQions be ſeaſoned with grace, and 1 
in healing of the word, when Sathan is then moſt buſie 
tempt, the word which is the —— ſhall turne to 9 
ſauour of death and vato thy deſttudiou. Whatſocner the 
Preacher dat. ſay we will not beleeue him, And to morrom ſna 
be as thia day,and mach more abwndence ; to ſuch faith; Sala Zecleſ. i l. 9. 
mon, Reieyer O young man in the dayes of thy yourh, — 
beart cheore thee in t he dayes of thy youth, and walks intbewaye; 
of thine omme heut, and in the ſight of thine eyes; OO 
that for all theſe things, God wil brong thee i Gods 
word — vnto thee, either for thy conſuſion ar 
conſolation. | 
Thus for the fourth Point, and ſo much or the flirt of The 2.21, 
my Text, the Proclamation of Judgemenr — — — A 4x0 
lud to the root of the trees.) Tbe ſecond 


tion or generality ofthis Iudgement; — 
th good 


ouching the Extention and Generslity ofchis Judgameng, 
it belongeth ynto euerie tree. not 
ſhall be downe axdcaſt into the fire; eg 
All reesdoenor alike proſper, ſome proue fruicfull, ethers 
wither and d ; of fruirfull trees there is allo great difference, 
ſome bring orth good fruit, others bay fruit. nene 
mongſt men and women, the moſt part are barren | 
e ö the Fi tree, deſtitute of 
in eulll, h bad fruity. — — 
pariſon of the other) which are good trees 
fruit. Now touching thoſe trees, everir ave not 
fn . 
E 8. L668 Ji Cal. 


Jo? Fun, 


Plal.34-14- 
Tſai 1.17. 


Mat. 12. 30 · 


women, 

Thirdhy, that God wichout partialicy or teſpect of perſons, 
will proceede againſt all ſuch as liue not an holy and ſanctified 
life, through obedience ynro Gods Commandements, 

For the firſt, it is not enough, not to bring forth bad fruit, 
vnleſſe alſo we bring forth good fruit : therefore the Propher 
Dauid faith, Depart from evill, and doe good : and the 
Iſaiah, Craſe to doc ewill, learne to doe well, The figge tree was 
curſed by our Sauiour, not becauſe it brought euill fruit, but 
becauſe it brought not forth good fruit, whereby his hunger 
might haue bi1 ſatisfied. This may teach vs to try and exa. 
mine our ſelues, whether wee haue brought forth good fruits; 
doubt not but many will ſay, wie haue wronged no man, we 
haue liued of our owne; and let be ſo, but what good haſt 
thou done? haſt chou ſought the glory of God, to ediſie thy 

bbour, haſt thou laboure d for his good as for thine own ? 
thou cloathed the naked, relicued the needy, fed the hun- 
viſited the ficke, comforted the ſicke, comforted the di- 
Breed, prayed for the welfare of others ? Thou wilt anſwer 
me (if truely )that thou haſt not done thoſe things; then I reply, 
thou art not a good tree, thou doſt not bring forth good fruit, 
and therefore ſhall be hewne done: if then thou doſt no 
good, thou doſt euill,this doth neceſſarily follow ; He that 1 
wot with me is againſt me, ſaich our Sauiour; if I fay thou doeft 
not that good which thou maiſt, and in ſome meaſure as thou 
ſhouldeh it is fit thou ſhouldf be hewne down. But alas, what 
ſhould I ſpeake of bringing forth good fruit, when as men and 
women in theſe dayes, are fo fruitſull in euill. And if even thoſe 
trees which bring not forth good fruit, ſhall be bewne demne, how 
much more thoſe which her bring forthevill ? whoſe 
throat is an open ſepulcher, whoſe heart is n den of theeues, 
whoſe words and actions tend altogether to the diſhonour of 
Gods as (alas) it is too too common in this wofull age, n 
| | oz 
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For the ſecond,as trees are known by their fruic,ſo men and 
women by their obedience rato Gods Commandements; for 
to yeeld obedience vnto the whole Law of God, is to bring 
forth good fruit, ſuch as God requi For the illuſttation of 

this point, theſe two things are to be confidered, Firſt, by whar 
means we may bring ſorth fruit. Sccondly,by what ſignes 
we may diſcerne, if we doe bring forth good fruit. 
Concerning tlie firſt, that wee may bring forth good fruit, 
that is, that we may walke conſci y, in the roche and o- 
bedience of Gods Lawes, boch touching our, generall and par- 
ticular calling, theſe ſeuen things are requiced of vs. Firſt, 
that we take particular notice of theſe whichGod doth require 
of ys, of that fruit which God doth expect from vs, an — 
ment whereof we haue inthe ten Commundements. 2. Wee 
muſt reſolue particularly to yeeld obedience ynto euery one of 
thoſe Commandements, vnto the whole Law of God, and 
cuery part thereof. 3. We muſt conſider the neceſſity of the 
performing the ſame, both in reſpect they are commanded by 
God, and in reſpeR chat the negleR of them depriueth ys of 
heaueu. 4. We muſt endeauour to be cut off our old ſtocke A. 
dam, and be engrafted into Ieſus Chriſt, 5, We muſt haue liſe 
and iuyce in vs deriued from our root Chriſt Jeſus, whereby 
we may be made like vnto Chriſt, both in — 
vnto ſinne, and in his reſurrection, hy riſing to newneſle of life; 


whereby we may ſay with the Apoſtle Paul, Now Line, yet x 2.20. 


not ] now but Chriſt lineth in me, and in that I line now in the 
fl:b, I line by faith in the ſonne of God, who hath loued me, and 
giuen hirwſelfe for we, As a tree receiueth moiflure from the 
root, or otherwiſe cannot fructiſie, ſo we cannot bring forth 
good fruit, vnleſſe we receiue ſpiritual moiſture from Chriſt, 


bring forth fruit, vnleſſe they be well and furely rooted ; ſo we, 
enle@bjpkajch rooted ynto Jeſus Chriſt 6,Let vs call to minde 


what great paines God doth take, (as a care full husband, that 
we may bring forth fruit) planting, pruning digg ing, and dung - 
ing. and ſhouldall this be in van ſhould not we fructfie? . Let 
vs daily pray vuto God, * all good gifts, that hee 

2 3 would 


of whaſe fulneſſe we receine grace for grace. And as trees cannotlob. r. 6. 


Col. 2.7 © 


amr yr ar 27 pag mar" 


conſciona 


n. 


— the ſecond, what ſignes ve m Abels we 
_s good fruit fruit my be 


— — beter 5 


Patience with Job, our wickedneſſe 

. and — — they in the 
ity and meaſure differ, thou maiſt por ſwade thy 
— pee ge. in trying and taſting it if thou finde 
it ſweet, thou att deſirous to 
doe — — Arr but — 


hadft done ir, and doſt reſolue daily, to make a further 
. ene ons nay res 
on andbe glad, art a troc 
fruit, to the glory of God and comfort of others. — 
3 2 that men and women are to be diſcerned to 
ood trees, — their obedience vnto the Commandements 
ofa Which — exhortation vnto vs all, even 
to walke in the wayes of God, careſully to per- 
forme the Law of God, dutiſully to become vnto the Com- 
mandements of God boch in generall and particular, and then 
wo may be aſſured, that — we _ in ſome meaſure 


faile,audingreat weakenefle eQon perſotme thoſe 
— — trees and bring good fruit: 
1 —— are . trees, when as 
their fruit is bad; — —— forth bad fruit, as 
& corrupt tree cannot forth good fruit; if thou conti · 
nueſt in the courſe of vng ——— fer 
ypon theſe ends, as thou waſt fo 7, rather more tou a- 
bideft in any one particular ſinne, repentance, if thou 


doeſt ſpeake againſt the Commandements of God, and will 
not conforme thy will vnto his, in the obedience of: the 
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| fave, aire thy ele, thou arc bad tree, and haſt bad 


it, — | 
Concerning the third, God without partiality or reſpect of 
ſons, willproceedeageiaſtall ſach, as liue not an holy and 
Eadifedlüte in Chriſt leſus through obedie nce vnto his Com · 
mandements-;he wit not proceed againſt ehe poote and ſparc 
the rich, agaluſt jnjeriors and ſpare ſu 3000, euery Bree 
— —— — be hrwne downe: no 
man of degree,eftate or condition, whether high ot low, ſupe- 


riouroriateriour, ſhall be exempted from the lame ; Vuloſſo ye Luk-13-4- 
— 


repent, ſaith our Sauiour, ye ſhall al iſe peniſb. If God did 
pan e ee Inkaeliry r 
rought forth at chat time bad fruit, what ſhall become of thoſe 
that bring forth no good fruit at all? the want thereof tranſ · 
foringd N. bachadnea r into a heiſt, cauſed Heroa to be eate 
vp with vermine, Iadas an Apoſtle to be banged, and euetla- 
ſtingly to be tormented in hell. | 
Ihe Reaſonʒ hereof are t /o. Firſt, inreſpeR of the nature 


of God, impartiall, no accepter of perſons. Secondly, the iu- Act. 10.34. 


ſtice of God, in iudging impenitent ſinners, diſpoſers of grace 
and ſaluation offred vnto them through leſus Chriſt. 
The Vſes of this Doctrine are three fold. For Inſtruction to 


teach vs that the Lerd is the ſearcher of hearts, that all things ch. 4. 1 3. 
are perfectly knewne vnto him, neither is there any creature Ce. 29, 
which is not manifeſt in his ſight, but all things are naked. and . c.. 


open vnto his eyes with whom we haue to doe; out enternall 
wor kes ar ſeene oſ men, much more our inward thoughts of 
the Lord. Whencr it appeareth that it is vaine ſor ys to diſ- 
ſemble and be hypocrites in matters of Religioa before God, 
or not to be vpright in our dealings towards men, ſeeing that 
the Lord both ſeeth all, aud et we repent iudges all. 
Fot conſolation vnto Gods children, which bring forth 
goed fruit, when as others ſhell bo hewne downe, and caft into the 
fre,thou ſhalt here wicked men mocke and reuile you, 
account you ſotti 2 time in the 
ſeruice of God, but teſolue thou ſhalt not periſh, as they (hall ; 
If enerie tree which bringoth uot ferth goed fruit, (bal be bewve 


» 
——_ 
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downe; then cuery tres wbiobbrimgeth forth good frait ſhall ſland, 
not be cut domne, and caſt into the e 

22 — ſeeing all — — 
ifi ed life, brouglit vnto iudgement; ſeeing exery troe 
which bringeth uot forth good frujt ſhall be bewne downe —_— 
inte the fire, then let ys endeauour to lead anholy and ſanctifi- 
ed life,that ſo we may eſcape the wrath to come. 
Let vs redrefle now whatſocuer may condemne vs, then no 
Proctor ſhall haue place to plead for vs, no bribe (hall buy us 
out. Let vs I fay, get the knowledge of our ſelues, looke in- 
Ie f 2 2 to our ſelues, ſearch our ſelues, ſeeke our ſelues, finde our 
766 ſelues, kill whatſoeurr doth dilpleaſe us, de ire and plant what- 
quartz fe ſoeuer doth pleaſe vs: we ſtand life and death, let vs 
, therefore in time pray and begge for pardon, that we eſcape 
Laces, lend ple} chat fearefull day to come; for he chat confefſeth and forſakerh 
tes ꝙtet, @ his ſinnes, ſhall finde mercy: let vs by a conſcionable carriage 
ponent of our ſelues, ſtop the mouthes of our Conſciences, that 
2 — may ſtand for ys, and not againſt ys, before the Tribunall of 
God. . 


Thus ofthe ſecond Part, the Extenſion and Generality of 
this Iudgement ; eaery tree whioh — — vot forth good fruit. 
The third followes, the Execution of Iudgement, following 
vpou the contempt of the former Proclamationof Iudgement, 
br bewne downe and caſt into the fires 

Touching this Execution of Iudgement, two things are to 

Try * — Fitſi, = — — —— — 
in Judgement againſt ſuch as bring not fort d fruit. Se- 
condly, the — when this — ſhall be accompliſhed. 

Concerning the firſt, the manner how. the Lord will pro- 
ceede in Judgement againſt fruitleſſe Chriſtians, is twofold, 
my will bew them downe. Secondly, he will ceft them into 

e, 

— firſt, he will bew or cut them downe, Men may be 
ſaid to be cut downe (in generell) ſrom the originell hee. 
ouſnes of Chriſt, by the tranſgteſſion of Adam, from their pro- 
feſſion of the truth, by apoſtacie, wounding the conſcience vn- 

„o desch. In particular, fromtheir ourward pompe, —— 
Nordiy 
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worldly proſperity by affli ion and trouble, ffomtheir pleg- 
ſures in this life by death : her dene the tree, and breaks the || _—_ 
branches, ſhaks off Vis leanes,” and ſeater bis fruit, that the * 
beaſt may ſlye from vnder it; there's an hewing from worldly 
profperity. The wyjeked his roorſhall be dried vp beneath, and 
aboue ſhall h branches be cui dowre ; there's à cutting (#3 T job 18.16. 
take it) by death, Thus both the wicked and the godly maybe 
hewne downe,althoughin a different manner, for both affix 
ons and death vnto Gods children are profitable; euen to the 
wicked terrible, euen types of theit laſt cutting downe at the 
day of Iudgement. By hewing or cutting downe, three things 
may be vnderſtood. Firſt, that diuiſion aad ſeparatiom which 
the miniſterie of Gods word would worke amongſt them. Se- 
condly, the bardneffſe of heart, wherein (iuftly) they fheuld 
be giuen vp, if they continued fruitleſſe. Thirdly, that exter- 
nall ſeparation from God, his Angels, Saints, and all happi- 
neſſe, at the generall, fearefu!l ad terrible day of Iudge- 
ment, a 
Hence three things may be gathered: 
Firſt, that the Preaching of Gods word, is the cauſe of ſe- 
paration and diuiſion amongſt men: a thing wonderfull, and 
yet molt true; it ſeparateth berwixt the gold and the groſſe, 
bet wirt the Sheepe and the Goates, betwixt the Wheat and 
the Chaffe; it. maketh the father againſt the ſonne, and the ſon 
againſt the father; and thinks not (faith our Sauiout) that [come Mat. 10.34. 
to ſend peace on earth, I come uct to ſend peate, but a ſword, P 
- was aperſocuter, he was in great credit and eſtimation, bur 
when he became a Preacher, he was pcrſecnted from place to 
place: the word bringerh to light, and diſcouereth ſome to be 
hypocrites, which both had dece iued themſelues and others; 
what diuifion and ſeparation did this make in the primitiue 
Church, in this Land in the dayes of Queene Mary, in France 
at this day, take oue exaryplefor all; the Apoſtle Paw hau 
preached vnto the owe? at Rome, ſome were perſwaded wi Ads 1424: 
the things which were ſpoken, ſome belecued not. Tmight in- 44 
ſtance diuers other examples, touching this operation of the 
Word in making dinifion, bet it neighbours, brothers, pa- 
G rents 


. ate 
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rents and children, husband and wife, yea betwixt a man and 
himſelfe, So that the Word pret » 8s it doth conſirme 


Gods children, it bewerhdowne hypocrites, and diſcoueteth 
The Cauſes hereof are not in the Preaching of the Word; 
for the Sunne is all one, that ſhineth ypon pleaſant Gardens, 
and vpon * Duvghils; the fire all one, which hardoeth 
the po — tneth = Waxe;z 1 — = 8 
hed to the godly and vn ;but in reſpect of the diffe- 
— betwixt —— The godly heare it, and 
bring forth good fruic, the wicked heare it, and remaine fruit. 
lefle, ſo itheweth them downe, The wicked not perceiuing the 
benefit which may bereaped by the word, but hating it, plea- 
fing their finfull defires, and ſo coutemning it, . remaine igno- 
rant of che vic of it, and ſo are iuſtly cut downe. Whence I in- 
ferre, firſt, that notwithſtanding of this hewing downe, of this 
ſeparation, and diuiſion which the Goſpell worketh, yet it is 
moſtneedfull to be preached ; for it is bettet that hypocrites 
be diſcoueted and hewne downe, then remaine in cloſe, they 
ſnould both depriue themſelues and others, yea and there be 
a ſeparation beewixt ſuch, as are by the moſt ſtrict bonds of na- 
tune coupled together, that ſome of them might be ſaued, then 
that continuing in wotldly ye wa ſhould periſh. Se- 
condly, chat not the Goſpell or Miniſtery of Gods word is the 


cauſe of our bewing do we, but our contempt thereof diſobey- 


ingthe ſame, which ] ſpeake for this end, be cauſe many blame 
the Goſpell for all theſe hurts which befall them, as Maſter 
Latimer noteth in one of his Sermons, V pon a time (faith he) 
the people of Sandwicke met together to conſult about the 
ſeaſon, why their rowne was more ouer. blowne with Sand in 
few yeares, then it was ofa long time before; an old man an- 
ſwered, that he did remember that there was no ſteeple nye, 
but ſince there were the ſame might come yponthat occaſion, 
whereby he ment that preaching of Gods word might be the 
cauſe, as aſſuredly many wrongfully imagine touching other 


© The Vies of thispoint are thre fold. X 
or 
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— — children of God, how ſoeuet that 

by che preaching of the word bypoctites hall be hewne d 
yerthey hall be ſafe, The Goſpell is the power of God vue 
laluation to all chem that belecuezit is to them the ſauour of life 
vnto Hſe. If we belong vnto God, the word of God ſhall be 
profitable vnto vs; if we teceiue it with meekneſſe, it is able 
to ſaue our ſoules. 

Gods children by the word bring forib fruit, ſome 
thirty, fixry, and a hundred fold ; Gods doth worke in 
them forrow for finne, humiliation, an auoiding of the occafi= 
ons of finne, a labour to performe the workes of pietie and 
godlinefſe, and may we not much rejoyce when we performe 
choſe things. X | 

For infiru@ion the cleare ſhining of the Goſpell doth gall 
and torment wicked men; which is a figne they did neuer 
feele the power of Gods ſpirit within them, working for their 
conuerfion, Of thoſe men there are two ſorts, the one more 
publike, the other more private, Some publikely 2 
gainſt God with a ſtretched: out Atme, and a ſliffe as 
Pharadh, Who is the Lord, ſaith hee, that 1 ſhentd know bin? 
Others goe more ſubtilly to worke, are more politicke then 
the former; They are favourites of the Goſpell, whilſtthere 
is proſperity and peace. The Galathians eſtee med of Pant as 
an Angell of light; the towne of Alan was fo aſſected to 
Ambroſs, that rather they would looſe their liues, then their 
Biſhop : Da had friends ; yet the caſe is altered the G- 
lathians fall away, Ambroſe not ſo much reſpected ; David, 
by ſuch as bare him fare formerly, perſecuted. Aﬀoſes was 
not at all times eſteemed alike; when Chrift turned the water 


into Wine, and fed the people by hundreds and thouſands, all - 


was well, then he was called R664 and Rebbonj , them-they 


would make him a King, de, but when hee ſaid, they re of 
their father the Diuell, then away with him, crucefle bm: Pau 


now called Mercwrine, by and by a murtherer;theſe our dayes 
are full of ſuch, whilſt there is peace, then they ſeemo religious, 
when trouble commeth, they not onely teuolt, but per 
fuchas are truely religious. * 


I 


9 
r 
43 

nn 


24 


: «„ 


The voice of the (ryer 0 N 


Mat. 24. 


It is true that the children of God, being aſleepe, leſt vnto 
themſelues for a time, may be offended at the word preached 
(who therfore are by the preachers of Gods word to be rouſed 
from their ſecuritie, that they may perceiue their errour, rou 
zed I ſay by the terrout threatued out of the Law of God; if 
they haue a long time continued in the courſe of godlineſſe, or 
Otherwiſe if chey be but nouices in the ſchoole of Chriſt, by a 
more milder courſe) but they doe not ſo continue, they repent, 
they are ſorry, they are grieued forthe ſame, whereas the wick. 
ed remaine ſill ſo yea daily grow worſe and worſe, and there « 
fore ſhall be hewne downe, | 

Secondly, that ſuchas remaine ſruitleſſe, and will not be 
reformed, ſhall be giuen ouet ynto the hardueſſe of their owne 
heart, and left vnto their owne deſerued condemnation : 
This is a terrible puniſhment, a fearefull kewing downe, 
which proccedeth from the contempt of Gods word, hen 
the wicked haue had the outward Miniftcrie of Gods word for 
along time, and God hath by it called them to repentance, 
offeting grace and ſaluation vnto them, if they doe not embrace 
it, but continue in their back wardneſſe and rebellion, then the 
Lerd by hatdneſſe of heart, hewing them downe, he maketh 
their hearts fat, ſo that hearing they doe not heare geting they dee 
wot ſes. | 

O let vs be carefull co preuent thisfearefull judgement, ra- 
ther let vs be hewne dawne, by croſſes, affliction, and death, 
then by hardneſſe of heart; let vs pray vnto the Lord daily to 
moll ifie and ſoſten our heart. | 

Thirdly, that the wicked at the day of iudgement, ſhall by 
a perpetual ſeparation, be bewne domus from the fellowſhip of 
the holy Trinitie, bleſſed Angels, and glorified Saints, which 
our Sauiour himſelfe conftirmeth; Goe yee cus ſed of my father 
vnto ruorlaſting fire, prepared for the Dinell and bis Angels, 
their hewing downe by the word in this world, precedes 
their hewing downe at the day of iudgement;rhat proccedeth 
from this;for ſuch as are here hewed downe, by the miniſtery 
ofthe word, giuen ouer to a reprobate minde, and an hard 
heart. ſhall then by finall ſeparation be hewed done, from the 
preſence of Gd. | . This 
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This letteth vs ſee the miſcrable eſtate ph, wicked men, both 
in this life and in the lifeto come : here they are hewed downe 
by che miniſttie of Gods word, then they ſhall be perpe: 
hewed downe by the ſentence of the juſt Iudge, Goc yo c ſed 
of my father, e. This fidall, ,hewing downe ſhall not befall 
vnto all ſinners, but onely to ſuch as are impenitent; many 
may ia this world be hewed downe, by tempotall iudgements, 
which repenting ſhall not be hewed downe in this laſt iudge- 
mknt. To this purpoſe the Apoſileſpeakerh of the /ewes, And 


they alſo,if they abide x01 ftill in unbeliefe, ſhall be grafiedin, for Rom.1 1-24, 
God 


God is able to graſfe them in againe. Such as belong vpto 
may for a time fall away (as all ſach doe totally, which are out · 
wardly planted and not inwardly) and fo by affliction hewed 
downe, but they doe riſe againe, and by repentance blor 
out, their fall, and. Hereſore ſhall eſcape this finall hewing 
doyne. eser : 
For the ſecond, hewillcaſt them into the fire: by fire in this 
place we may vuderſtand, the iudge ment which at the great 
day ſhall be executed yppn wicked men, che exttea e and moſt 
ſharpe paine appointed for them in hell; concerning which, 
heſe ſixe things are to be canſidered. Ficſt, that it is ſeareſull. 
Secondly, that it is painc full. Thirdly,thar it is vaſpeakeably 
paiafull, Fourthly, that it is continuall. Fiftly, that is vniuer- 
lall. Sixtly, that it is eternall : other queſtions as being more 
curious then profitable, I willingly paſſe by; luch,zs whether 
it be a maceriall fire, how it is maintained, &c. - - 

Firſt, I ſay it is fearefull, and that if either wee conſidet the 
place where it is, Hell; ſor what it is to torment wicked men, 
how vnpleaſant it is, not for ie, heat, or comfort, as other 
fire is, but to torment and terriſie, accompanied with diuers o- 
ther torments, vtter darknefſe, the worme that neuer dieth, 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, which ſhall neuer be quench- 
ed; fearefull was that deſtruction of Sodom, but more feareſull 
this,that did end, this ſhall neuer. 

Secondly, it is painfull, and therefore called the Lake buy- 
ning with firs and brimſt ons: the extremitie whereof both in 
body and ſoule, he heart of man is not able to conceiue ; a taſte 

e where: 


Mat. 3. 12. 


Mat. 25.41. 


— 


'Thirily,it is vnſpeakeabſe : as Piew! was not able to expreſſe 
= ioyes of heauen, no more can wee the extremitic of this 

re. : WIR 

Fourthly, it is contiauall, alwayes without any intermiſſion, 
which doth fo much the more agrauste the miſery of the wic- 
ked,rhis fire cannot be put out. 

Firly,ir is vniverſall, both ypon ſoule and body, and conſci- 
ence, both ourwardly and inwardly. | 

Sirtly, it is erernall: if it would once ceaſe, though after ma- 
ny thouſand yeares, there were ſome hope, but it ſhall continue 
world without end, ſor cuermore, from whence there is no re- 
demption. . | | 

Hence we may learne, that ſeeing this fire is ſo ſeareſull, ſo 
painfull, fo vnſpenkable, ſo coninuall, ſo vniuerſall, ſo ＋ 


| tuall,and the wicked not repenting them of their ſinnes, 


be (without doubt) caſt thereinto, euen in time to forſake 
our ſinues, den aravanny— fo 28 and vnfained 
repentance, bring whereby we may eſeape 
ſo terrible a torment, the ſire oſhell. See 
ble when we heare er read hereof, yea let vs alwayes haue it 
before out eyes, that wee may be withdrawne rom finne, 


leaſt fi aud not wee become ers 
— repenting, partak 


O wicked man why doeſtthou runne on in ſinne, why art 
thou ſo careleſſe of thine owne welfare? wouldeſt thou burne 
willingly? thinkeſtthou,that thou canſt abide the fire ?no cer- 
tainly thou canſt not: if thou canſt not abide that theleaſt 
member of thy body ſhould abide in the fire, bur for s little 
time, how ſhaltthou be able to abide the fire ef hell, both in 
body and ſaule etetnallyꝰ 

Concerning the ſecond : when this Execution ſhall be ac- 
compliſhed : although that chiefly it ſhallbe executed in the 


8 generall day of iudgement, yet notwithſtanding it 


begin euen in this life; as then they ſbal be finally bewne 
downe and caſt into the fire of hell; ſo alſo here they ſhall be 
hewne downe by the miniſtry of Gods word, —— 
; re 


47 


fire begunne in them, theit Conſcience accufing them, tor- 
ments affrighting chem, they themſelues driuen vats deſpe- 
ration. Hence wee may perceiue the miſerable eſtate of wic · 
ked men, both here 2 in this life and in that which 
is to come. 

Whereby we may learne in time to become obedient vnto 
the Preaching of Gods Word, not deſpiſing the gracious of- 
fersofmercie; for certainly, to conclude with the words 
of my Text, Exerytree which brimgeth mot forth 

. gond fruit ſuall be bon ne downe and 
caſ mis the fore, 
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laine to his Maieſtie in Ordinary, and Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpell at Haulhing in Kent. 


Lament. 1. 20. 
Abroad the ſword bereaueth, at home there ts as death. 


Chryſoſt in Serm. 
| News ad Deum aliquands flens acceſſit, qui non quod po- 
fulanit acceperit. 
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dE reade in holy Scripture, 

* Right Honourable, that 

21 2 odlines with contentment 

b is great gaine, for it hath” Py 

not onely promiſe of this life 
but of the life and glory to 

come: * proofe whereof we haue in the — 

Obed- Edom, That when the Arke of the 

Lord, was well entertained in his houſe, vn. 1. 

both he and all that did belong to him 

were bleſſed of God, for the Arke was not 

4 2 onely 


The Epiſtle 
onely a token of Gods preſence, but alſo a 
type of our miniſtery ; To which God hath 
conioyned himſelfe to be preſent with cvs vnto the 
end of the world, By the Arke many miracles 
were done, by it the waters of Jordan were dini- 
ded, the walls of Jericho fell downe to the ground, 
the doll Dagon was diſmembred. But the Arke 
of the new ( ouenaut doth much more, it paſſeth all 
Gods children through the mighty floods of afflic- 
tion, breaketh downe the walls of temptation, ca- 
ſteth Popiſh Idolatry to Gehena from whence it 
came, as not able to looke the truth in the face, 
this doth preſent ( hriſt the way, the truth, and 
the life,and doth exhibite Chriſt vnto vs, God and 
man to be our righteouſnes, ſanctification and re- 
demption.Now the wayto meet with all theſe bleſs 
ſings, with Obed-Edom, is to entertaine the 
Arke of the Gofpell,but yet theſe bleſsingsare not 
obtained in reſpect of the preſence of the Goſpell, 
but in reſpectof beleeuing, obeying, and renerent 
eſtimation and entertainement of the ſame, for as 
we muſt loue God, imbrace his lawes,aduance the 
GoFpell , ſo muſt we imitate the example of O. 
bed-Edom , who did not breake the tables of 


ftone, 


Dedicatory. 


ſtone, Aarons rod, or miſuſed Manna , which 
would haue bred his ouerthrow, but as he did car- 
ry a reverent reſpett and eſtimation to the Arke, 
ſo he did to the ſupporters thereof, he brake not off 
the rings, nor the barres in the rings, by which it 
was carryed from one place to another. It is a dif- 

cult matter for a man in our dayes to profit him- 
ſelfe by the Goſpell, that doth for any earthly re- 
ſpe, deſpiſe a powerfull Miniftery , who as the 
Barres in the Arbe doe preach the truth, and cars 
ry the Arke of the Gofpell vnto the world: neither 
was the Ring or Barre changed, but keept as it 
was ordained by God and his ſeruant Moſes, - 
and whereſoener this haſtie diſpoſition is, we may 
aſſure our ſelues it leaues ſome bountifull remem- 
brance:to your Lordſh. is recommended a care of 
the reuerent eſtimation of the Arke and affaires 
thereof. You are as a towre copon the top of an hil, 
& ſo much the more reaſon haue you to walk wiſe: 
„that in reſpect of your great priuiledges, that 
the lawes of God & the kingdom may be conioynd 
with an vpright and godly courſe of life , becauſe 
Plus effecit apud populum, which laudable 
cour ſe your L. doth follow , which hath the more 
J 3 emboldned 


piſtle 
emboldened and encouraged mee to preſent this 
ſmall token of my good wills vnto your Lordſhip, 
albeit I haue not vſed the common Method of ma- 
ny in the like cafe, which were rather to write o 
you, then to you yet neither to be neglected, for in 
publiſhing (though ſparingly ) my knowledge of 
Jour Worth to the world ,” ſome might taxe mee 
with flattery which 7 condemne in others hut on- 
ly on the other part, ſome may cenſure me to haue 
written of you according to the pouerty of my abi- 
lity rather then tothe fulnes of your merite, but 
howſoeuer peraduenture it will ſeeme ſtrange 
when this commeth to your Lordſhips hands, 
what aſſurance of your good acceptance, ſhould 
haue mooued me to dedicate the ſame onto you, 7 
haue not done it mercinarie , further then my 
paines may aduance the Goſpel, for then T would 
haue preſented it to your hands; nor vaine glori- 
ouſly in crauing your approbation, but freely and 
honeſtly out of that reſpect which I owe to that 
innate goodngſſe, which 7 hope is and ſhall ex- 
preſſe it ſelfe in you. And herein I thinke my ſelfe 
happy that 7 liue to know one of ſo great qualitie 
as your ſelfe,whoſe breaſt goodneſſe makes her ha- 


bitation | 


( 
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Dedicatory. 
bitation which I may the more boldly ſay, in that 
7 heard from your mouth, that your deſire was to 
aduance and prefer, thoſe that were worthy to the 
worke of God , for the which, and for mine owne 
part alſo, as } endeauour my ſelſe to runne after 
the high calling of God in ( Hriſt Ieſus, ſo Ide ſire 
to imitate the fertill lands, Qui multo plus red- 
dunt quam aeceperint, quia ſi non dubita- 
mus bona conferre his qnos ſperamus no- 
bis profuturos, quales debemus eſſe in eos 
qui tam profuerunt But yet I ſay, Nonred- 
derevero,bono viro, itcannot abſqua iniuria 
id facere poſſit, Receive then a ſignification of 
my loue, a teſtification of duty. Accipe ergo 
hanc obſeruantiz meæ humilem teſſeram, 
& quidem ſereno vulty ac animo clemen- 
ti accipe: Inde pium meum in te affectum 
elice, meque elementia ſolita porro proſe- 
ſequere. Illud vbi impetravero magnum me 
quid impetraſſe — quo tamen 
nil præter preces pias, officia & obſequia 
humilia reponere queo. And thus humbly ta- 
king my leaue, wiſhing to your Lordſhip all 
health and happines, with the increaſe of all ſpiri- 
tuall 


The Epiſtle 
tuall and temporall bleſsings. Aud that this 
ſmall gift may haue as good acceptance in your 
Lord ſhips fauour,as it is well intended by me: to 
this effect Ipray the very God of peace ſancti fie 
you throughout, and Ipray God your whole ſpirit, 

and ſoule and body, bee preſerued blameleſſe vn: 
to the comming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: in 
him, Farewell, 


. 


Your Lordſhips in all reſpectiue 


dutie tobe commanded, 


Alexander Uany. 
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. tation vnto Repentance. 
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TOEAL 2.12, 
Therefore alſo now, ſaith the Lord, turne yee even to me, with 
all your bearr, endl with falling , Ps weeping, axd with 


aha former pan efihia Chua: 
FRY the Prophet threatneth vnto the 
ere. uts, and a 
> 17 — few fromthe Ay 
n, whom God at the length 


N would ſead vnta them: 
them ſecure and careleſſe, obſti- 


— —aouefull rydings, The the 
Lord i come, for it is at hand ; a day of darkneſſe and of lackner, VerC1.2-11» 
a day of clouds aud obſcuritie gc, The day of the Lord is great 
and very terrible, and whocan abide it? 

In theſe words, as a molt louing Paſtor vnto his flocke, he 
declareththeremedy, whereby 3 might 


ud - Te voice . the er. 
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th 


be preuentedʒ namely, by true and rd con- 
cerlung uicht yd things are to be conſidereſſ. Fut, tho due · 
tie enioynce, Se condly, the reaſons whereby it is enſorccd. 

a The Dueric emoyned is ttue and enfained Re pentance, con- 
ſiſting of cheſe two patts. Fifi}; internoll in tho off Hon, re- 
quired both of Prieſis aud people, iure t enen to me with all 

pour heart. Secondly, external and in action confilting of 
three points. 1. Faſtgg. 2. Wecping 3 With mour- 
ning. ee on II FILE F 

The Reaſons whereby it is enforced are three. 1. From the 
occaſion, therefore, 2. Framchituonę, now 2!/o. 3. From the 
author, faith the Ford. r here fi re nom alſo ſaiththe Lord, 

I ſhall firſt ſpeake of the Reaſons, then of the Duiiĩe it ſelſe, 
at the pleaſure of God. | 

The occifio9, The firſt Reaſon then hereby dur Prophet doth exhort 
Therefore: the lewes ynto Repentance, is from the occalion- of the ſame, 
laid downe in this encreafing paiticle, therefore: which hau- 

0 ing relation vnto the former: yerles, pointeth out vnto vs the 
at danger wherein the ſewer ſtood at this me; iudgements 

— them; iudgoments being prepared 

for them; iudgements cuen hanging ouer their heads, which 

could not otherwiſe be remoued, but onely by their repen- 

tarice. The Rraſom may be framed thus : It hole judgements 

whichare denoimced againſt you, cannot otherwiſe be remou- 

ed, but by true and vtiſained Re pentance, then it is needfull 

cat you ſhould repent: but thoſe indgements which art de- 

nounced againſt you, cannot other wiſe be remoued, therefore 

ix is needfull that you ſhould repent, | 

Hence this obſeruation may be gathered: that, 


Dai. When either Gods haud is heauit vpon vs, or his iudgements 
| ate denounced againftys, we ought vnfainedly to repent vs 
„ of our ſinnes. Gods hand was heauie ypon the /ewes at this 


tune, as may be gathered out of the former chapter, greater 

iudgements were denounced ogaiuſt them, in the beginning of 

this, and therefore now they ate exhorted vnto Repentance. 

2 Chro. 20. Thits did Iehoſaphat, hearing that the Aramiter were come a- 
gainft him, Fe ſet hunſelſs to ſeike the Lord, and preclammed « 

. * falt 
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he rovjce ceoft the Cryer 82 
faſt throughout all 75 Lind. Thus did = — when two 
ſcuerall times they were diſcomfitec by the Beniawiter, T hey 
| went v unte the houſe of God and wept, and ſat there before the Iadg-20.26, 
Lord, and fafted that day until the evening. Thus did the N+ 
mutter after the denunciation of Gods iud by Jonah. Ionah 3. f. 
Hence it is that the Prophets, aſter they had denounced Gods 
iadgements, did —— — vnto Re- 
pentance. Thus Iſaiab, Nh — — ftric hen <> 11a. 1. g. 10. 
Cc. waſh you, aud make you clrane. leremiab, I will bring ier. 4. 6.8. 
exill fromthe North, and a great deſtruttion; for ebis, gird you 
with ſachcloath, lament wed houle, Thus Daniel having expoun. 
ded Nebuchadnez.z.ars dreame, and warned him of his ap- 
proaching fall, exhorteth um to breakevff bis ſinnes by nights & Dan. 4. 27. 


onfweſſe, and his iniquities by ſhewing mercie to the poce. 
Hoſea, for this hai the — come and let vs return * 


ani the Lord. Thus Amor, The Lord cui bath ſworne by bus & 6.5. 
holim ot hat los the dayer 2 tome v po you, that Cy Amos 4 
you tway with hooks, and your proſperitie x ich filh-bookgs, he, <5 + 
ſeeks ye me and ye ſball line, Thus Zephaniah, I will utter con- - Zeph. 1.2. 
en all things fromof the Land, cv. gather your ſelnes together &. 2. 1. 
befavebs to edvi nee forth, Thus our Sauiour Chriſt] Ve Luk. 1 3.5. 
ve repent, ye (Bile libewiſe periſh, Thus dur Prophet; „ Ne Goth 
both advettiſe the Fewer of their imminent danger, idealo 
how they might be deliuered. 
The Reaſons of chis Doctrine are theſe two. Pirſt, — 

Gods hand is heauie vpon vs, and his ludgements are den sun 
ced againſt vs; for this end chat we thay reptnr and returne 

vnto him: according to that of tue Prophet, Lori A Ia. 20.1. 
haue they viſited t bee, they po red out « prater when thy chaſtin 

was vpon them. For th cauſe the Lord —.— that al - 

— he had afflicted his people, Ferthe not ds vn- 

to him W 1 

Secondly, becauſe ypon Wretaef © Ode withdraw 2 

his Iudgements either inflicted or denounced: ſuflicted, from : 
the {ſraelites, He regarded their affliction, when he beard their , 


The Reef. 2. 


106. 44. 


erte: threatned, fim the N 1 4nd Cult flow rb deines. 10. 
that they turned from their cuil 1778 oa repented f the 


wil 


fn 
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n 
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ez. 


Jer. I. 17. 


Exek. 3.18.19 12 they ſoalt ſurely de, and thew giueſt bien not war- 


ail that be had ſaid be wonld ds unto them and he did it nos. 
The 3 are twoſold. | 

1. For Rep on vnto all of vs in this Land vpon which 
Gods hand lyeth heauie, againſt which ſo many Iudgements 
are denounced, and yet (alas) we continue in our euill courſes, 
and doe not repent vs of our ſinnes 3 yet which is worſe, we 
daily grow worſe and worſe, adding ſinne vnto ſinue, and 
multiplying our abomjnations in Gods ſight. What could 


hauc beene done more vito vs, then the Lord bath done ? yea 


at this ſame time, all thoie cauſes whereby God hath prouoked 
others to humiliation, concurre together ro moue vs to Repen- 
tance, Publike, open, - pawerfull and malicious enemies hunt 
after our deſtruction, that they may deface Gods glory, root 
out Religion, poſſeſſe our Inheritance, and make our ſtreets 
runne ouer With blood. God bloweth vpon thoſe actions 
which we vndertake, either by Sea or as daily experi- 
ence teacheth : Gods ludgements both in generall and parti- 
eular are denounced againſt vs, as they were againſt the Vini- 
uite /; we haue beene viſited with the Plague, che famin, ſtrange 


diſeaſes, &c, The ſword of our enemies hangeth ouer our 


heads, few are forry for che afflictions of Joſeph, the loue of 
moſt both towards God and theit diſtreſſed brethren is waxed 
cold: we fall away from our former loue and zeale which we 
haue had to Gods glory and our owne ſaluation; and yet 
who taketh thoſe things to heart? who doth repent him of his 
finnes ? 122 | 
For Exhortation both vnto Preachers and People. 
Preachers to be carefull both in fore-ſceing and ſore · warning 
Gods 1 and like iſe exhorting vnto Repentance. 
God hath appointed vs Watchmen, Seers, Ambaſſadours, Phy- 
ſiciane, we muſt accordingly declate Gods will vnto you, and 
both ſhew you your diſenſe, your danger, and the meanes 
whereby you may be deliuered. Remember (my brethren) 
what Commiſſion the Lord gaue vnto leremiab ; Speaks vnto 
them all that I command thee, be not diſmaid at their faces, leaff 
I conſaund thee before them. And voto Excechiel, When I ſay vn- 


4 ning, 


"The voice of the (Her. 
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ning, nor ſprakeſt to warne the wicked from bi wicked waie to 
2 ＋ 2 in big iniquitie lun bis 
blond will I require at thius band. Let vs remember I ſay that 
God hath made vs Watchmen, and that therefore we 
to giue warning. O lit vs crie alond,avd 
ear voice lilo trumpet, and ſbem our people their tranſgreſſion, 
and what judgements are prepared for them, that ſo they may 
repent, at leaft we may ſaue our owne ſoules. 
Doogie, — fo — them of their ſinnes, in re ſyect 
of Gods Iudgements both lying vpon vs, and greater hanging 
ouer our beads. Hath God becne pleaſed to ſpare you ſo long, 
and not quite deſtroyed you, repent in time, become obedi. 
ent vnto the word of God calling ypon you. Repent I ſay, that 
God may be glorifed in his mercy, our enemies may be ſub- 
dued, our preſent calamities remoued, and further iudgements 
reuented: to conclude this point, ſceing God hath dealt with 
vs in this Land, as by 45 with the 222 RO Vs 
vnto Repentance by a Proclamation o as he did 
— 2 — 1. I con- 
clude with that exhortation of Zephaniah, Gather your ſelues 
togetber, yea gather together a Nation not deſired before 
cree bring forth before the day paſſe as the chaſſe, before the fierce 
the Lord come pon you : otherwiſe the Lord may iuſt · 
ly inthe day oſ his wrath make vs ſubiect vnto the crueltie and 
— of our enemies. Thus of the 1. Reaſon. 


— 


ſpare not let vs lift vp iu. 9. | 


the de. Zepbh.z. 1. 


The ſecond Reaſon whereby our Prophet exhorteth the The tima, 


Tewes vnto R 
exhort them, laid downe in theſe words, Now alſo, where in di- 
uers things may be noted. 1. That as at this time, ſo alſo at o- 
ther times the Lord hath exhotted them vnto Repentance, as 
might be confirmed by the Propheſies of Jonab, A mes, Ho- 
"ſea, Iſaias, Micah, Nabur, and Jeremiab, all which did pre- 
cede. this our Prophet J. Secondly, that as yet there re- 
mained hope for them of obtaining pardon, and preuen- 
ting thoſe Judgemengsthreatned, if they would truely returne 


call vpon them, or any longer to ſpare them, if 


vnts the Lord. Fhirdly, that God did not promiſe againe to 
e 
H 3 not 


ntance, is taken fromthe time wherein be did N e. 


54. 


— 


The voice of the Cryer. 


Dot, 


Rom. 2. 4· 


2 Cor. G. ⁊· 


H. b. 3.1315. 
Reaſon 1. 


Ezel. I 8.23. 
Reaſon 2. 


Ro u. 2. 5. 


not delay, and put off their Repentance, as formerly, The 
— be | ng thus; If God haue ſpared you ſo long, 
and not vtterly deftroyed you notwithſtanding oſ your de- 
ſerts, and deth no alſo inuite you to Repentance not like to 
ſpare you any longer, if you doe not now amend,” then y 
oughtto returne ynto him : but ſo it is, that God hath yet ſpa- 
red now, doth now alſo inuite you to Repentance, and is not 
like any longer to beare with you; therefore you ougbt no 
to Repent, now to turne vnto the Lord. Hence this . 
on doth ariſe : that, N 
The bounteouſneſſe, patience, and long ſuffering of God 
ought to moue vs vnto a preſent and ſpeedy Repentance, God 
hath beene bountifiill vnto the /ewes, in exhortim them ſo of · 
ten, in ſending fo many Prophets vito them; hee had long 
born with —— frowardneſſe and back wardneſſe, —— 
ried himſelfe by waitino them; yet againe he vn- 
to them Nee * ro 2 vnto a ſſ 
and preſent Repentance. This the A Paal confirmeth; 
Deſpiſeſt thou the riche tf bu 7, and forbearamcs, ard 
long ſuffering, not knowing that the u of God leatteth ib 
onto Rrpent ance. And againe, Behold, wow is the acceptable 
time, bebold nb is the day of ſaluation. And againe;Exbort one 
avorher daily while it is exllett to Haje, leſt anie of you be bardued 
through the deceirfulneſſe of ſiune © to day if ye will beare his voice 
harden not your hearts, #3 _ 
The Reaſons hereof are theſe. Firſt, becauſe for this end the 
Lord doth forbeare ys, ſpare vs,call vs, cuen that we may 
repent. God is not bound thus to deale with vs, but out of 
his exceeding great loue; he doth ſpare vs, not deſiring th drath 
of a ſinner. - | | 
Secondly;becauſe if we doe not — 8 and returne vnta 
the Lord, then we ſhall he left ine cuſable, we ſhall br forced 


to corifefle Gods iuſt iudgement in out confuſion, follo wingvp- 
on the contempt of his mercy offered ynto vs; yes after our 
hardneffc and impenitent hearts, we treaſure vp vnto our ſelues 
CI TO Atie of wrath, and renelation of the rightrowa 


The 


— 


The poyce of the (er. | 
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The Vies bereofare threefold, m 4 * 
For Reprehenſion vnto all ſuch as abuſe the goodneſſe, pa- Or 


- tience, and ſuffering of God, delaying and putting off 
their — — — to 2 — — hov / 
often haththe Lord called vpon ys ꝰ how many hath he ſent 
vnto vs ꝰ how many Sermons of Repeptance haue we heard ? 

and yet alas we doe not repent; we fill preſume of mercy, that 
God wil til {pare vs, will ſtil be gracious vnto vs: let vs not de 
ceiue our ſelues, for certainly God wil not be mocked of vs ſtill, 


For Exhortation vnto euery one of vs. 


1. Tobethankfull vnto God, for his vnſpeakable mercyto- 6 2, 


wards vs, in ſparing vs ſo long, in waiting vpon vs ſo long, ia 


giuing vs ſo large a time ol Repentance: he might haue con- 


founded and deſtroyed vs long ere this time, yet he doth now 
offer mercy, he doth now alſo invite you to Repentance. 

2. Toftnibrace thoic gracious ofters of mercy and ſaluation 
now preſently offered vnto vs, not · putting off from time to 


{ayivg with Salomons fluggard, et alittle while per Alit- Prov. G. 1 o. 


ile folding of the hende. Why weuldeſt chou buy Repentance 
at ſuch a deate tate g. che longer thou delayeſt, the more hardly 
canſt thou repent, the more paintull ſhall thy Repentance be 
vnto thee7 

Fot Conſolation vnto ſucli as are caſt downe through the 
ſenſe and conſideration of their ſinues, and of their continuance 
in the ſame. There is a comfort for thee; Naw alſo, the Lord 
doth inuite thee vnto Repeutante; doe thou Repeat, and thou 
ſhalt be ſaved, Gods Iudgements ſhall be withdrawoe from 
thee, thou fhaltnot be deſtroyed ; thy Repemtancos cannot be 
too late; if it be true. Neither doe I ſpea le this to entbutage 


any to gocion in inte: and ſo by pteſumingirpon Gods merries, 


to comique in ano, for ſuch are in a dangerous and lamenta- 
ble oſtate, hut onely for the comfort of ſuc has ate in danger of 
de ſptration chrougk their long continuance in ſinne: to them 
} propomwdibe e cof Adanaſſot, Mario Magdalen, Ca- 
chaes;Paxiytho Thicte at theright hand, that they ſhould not 
de ſpaire. Te the others] might-mſtarce thouſands of examples, 


Ve 3. 


of ſach as byde laying did periſn, that they ſnould not pteſume. 


Thus oſ the 2. Reaſon. The 


% 
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The Author, 
T bus {auth the 
' Lord, 


The third Reaſon whereby he ex horteth them vnto Repen= 
tance, is ta cen from the Perſon of him that ſpeaketh, or from 
the Author by whom, and in whoſe name our Prophet was di- 


rected thus to ſpeake vnto them, layeddowne in theſe words, 


Do#t. 


Iere-15. 19. 
1 Cor.3.9 
2 Cor. g. 20. 


ſe 1. 


pPſal. 19. 10. 


1 Pet. 4. 11. 


1 Sam. - 7. 


Thus ſaith the Lord. The Reaſon may be framed thus. That 
which the Lord himſelſe doth command you, eni vnto 
you, and require of you, that you ought to doe : but ſoit is, the 
Lord doth by me exhort you all ynto Repentance, to returne 
vnto him: therefore you ought to R and returne vnto him. 
Hence theſe three things may be 58 

1. That God by the preaching of his word deth reueale his 
will vnto vs. 

2. That before the Lord inflict his Iudgements, he doth giue 
warning and aduertiſement thereof. 

3 · That vuleſſe ic pleaſe God to worke Repentance in our 
hearts by his Word and Spirit, we can neuer truely Repent. 

For the firſt, God doth by the Preaching of his Word te- 
ueale his will ynto vs, both fox our performance of that which 
is good, and abſtinence from that whichis euill. Hence they 
ate called Gods month, Labourers with God, The Empbeſſadowre 
of God, By them he did for the moſt teueale his will in former 
ages, by them he doth reueale his will in theſe our dayes: as be 
ſeat his Prophets vnto the /ewes, with Thus ſaith tho Lord, in 
their mouth, ſo he doth now ſend Preachers to reueale his will 
vnto you. | 

The Vſes hereof are threefold, 12 6 
For inſtruRion, if God by the Preaching of his Word doth 
reueale his will vato vs: Hence we may learne. 

1. Reuerently to eſteeme of the Word preached, and of 
the Meſſengers thereof, Of the word preached, as the word ot · 
God, as the Wiſedome of God, as Oracles of God, which is to 
be preferred before thouſands ef Gold and Siluer, and is ſwee- 
ter they the hony and the hony combe. Of the Preachers, as 
diſpoſers of the ſecrets of Chrifts kingdome z ſuch as deſpiſe 
them, deſpiſe God himſelfe : as the Lord ſaid vnto Sammel, 
They bare not reieſled thee, buty the haus reieſted me,” that 1 
ſhowld wot reigne ouer them, And our Sauiour Chuift, — — 

er 


— — 
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beareth you, heareth me, and be that deſpiſeth you, deſprſeth mee, 
and him that ſent me. | 

2 To know Gods will reucaled in his word. God doth 
not now reueale himſelfe vnto vs, by Propheſie, Reuclation, 
Vrim and Thummim, and the like, as formerly vnto the [ewes 
he was wont, but by his word preached, which doth inſtruct 
vs in the ſame, 

3. To obey the will of God, reuealed to vs in the preach- 
ing of his word ; reſolning to heare what God ſhall ſpeake 
vnto vs out of his word, and to performe ſuch things as we 
heare. 1 

For Reprehenfion, both vnto Preachers and People. 


Vnto Preachers, which either are puft vp with their gifts of Ve 2. 


knowledge, learniag, eloquence, not remembting that they 
haue them from the Lord, and that they ate his Meſſengers to 
declare his will: or which preach not Gods word but mans 
traditions, and their owne inuentions, confirming their Do- 
Qrine rather with humane teſtimonies, then the written word 
of God. | 

Vnto People, which cither abſent themſelues from the hea- 
ring of Gods word preached, or if they come, giue not that te- 
uerence as is fit; yea, there are many amongſt vs, which either 
could be content that there were no preaching, or that it were 
very ſeldome. There are alſo many, which preferte the Popes 
holineſſe before the Scriptures, yea allow thoſe things which 
are contrary vnto the ſame : as one ſpeaking of Confirmati- 


on, ſaith, Thowgh it be not found in the Canenicall Epifples of G*ideceditus 
Saint Peter, yet our Lord and Pope hath it in the decrees of —— 6 own, 
Churchef Rome. Thus they preſetre falſhood before the truth, is Tres, ;, 


and humane traditions taboue the word. Beſides, how ma- mg? | 
NI 


ny are there, which both mocke the preachers, and preaching 
of Gods word, to whom Gods word is a. reproach and de- 
rifion? 

For Exhortation both vnto Preachers end People. 


Vnto Preachers to ſtirre vp their People vnto attention, by ii 3. 
Thus ſaith the Lord: whereby they ſhall become more cheere- Luk. 4. 20. 


full, whilR the eyes of the people are ſer ypon them; and peo · 
I ple 


Luc. 10.1 C. 


Eze. 13. 7. 10. 
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1 Pet. 4. 11. 


1 Cor 1.27. 


Amos 8.12. 
Datt. 
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ple more atterciue, knowing that it is God which ſpeaketh yn- 
to them. 5 | 

2. To ptopound vmo their people the Oracles of God; If 
ary man ſpeake (ſaith Saint Peter) let hm ſpeake as the Oracles 
of God K 


3. To delinet Gods will vnto theit hearers both, faichfully 
and diligently, according as they haue teceiued from him. 

Vmo People, diligently to attend vpon this ordinance of 
Preaching ; loathe not this Manna, de ſpiſe not this Seede reieR 
not this Milke,refuſc not this Treaſute, though in earthen Veſ. 
ſels, locke not vnto the meanenefle of the Preachers therc of, 
For Godhath choſen the foohſh things of this world to confound 
the wiſe : whillt this blefling is continued make vſe of it, and 
reuerence the Preachersthereof, for if we contemne ic, there 
may come a famine thereof, that we ſhall ſeeke it, and not 
finde it. | 

For the ſecond, Before the Lord doth inflithis iudgemetits 
he giueth warning and aduertiſement thereof; Thus ſaith the 
Lord : which our owne particular experience may ſufficiently 
confirme. Gods hand is now heauy vpon vs (as of late it hath 
beene) Iudgements are daily by the Preachers of Gods word 
denounced, and are like to fall vpon vs: haue we not ſufficient 
warning ? We had warning of our former viſitation, we haue 
warning of another, yea the former (wirhour Repentance) is 
but a forerunner of a greater, 

The Vſes of this Point are. 

Firſt, to obſerue and admire Gods wonderfull loue both vn- 
to the /ewes and vnto vs: he gaue them warning and aduertiſe- 
ment, ſo alſo he giueth vs. 

Secondly, to take with thoſe warnings and aduertiſements, 
that you _ time repent you of your ſinnes: pretend not 
excuſes, as if ye knew not, for you haue had many warnings 
already, and now at this time I giue you warning and aduer- 
tiſement ſtom God, that vnleſſe you doe repent, and retutne 
vnto the Lord, you ſhall be deſttoyed. 

Thirdly, to reproue thoſe which will not take any warning 
and aduertiſement ; they neither thinke of Gods x 

them - 


themſelues, neither yet are defirous, that others ſhould aduer- 

tiſe them : much like vnta the Sodaraitesr, whom Los aduetti- 

ſed of theit imminent danger, He ſramed ame them @ ou that Gen. 20. 14. 
moctted: and like the emer, who being warned by Leramiab 

concerning the will of Gad, whereof at their owne deſire he . 

had enquired, ſaid, Thon ſpeakeft falſely, the Lord our Cu hatb ler. 4 3. 2. 

not ſent thee, to ſay, Goe not into Egypi to ſoionrue there, 

For the third, Vnleſſe it pleaſe God to worke Repentance in DoF, 

our heares by his Word and Spirit, we can neuer truely — 

We may weepe out our eyes, we may mourne, we may faſt, and 

yet valeſſe God truely touch our hearts, all is in vaine. The Re- 

pentance which the Lord worketh, is a Repentanee vnt o life, Acts 11,18. 
This point is needſull to be vrged in theſe dayes, wherein nan 

are ſo cateleſſe in living, and wretched in ning, as ii Repen- 

tance were in their pocket, whereas there is no true Repen- 

tance vnleſſe God enter iato the minde, then ſollo the ſobs of 

a contrite heart. As the ſap and iuyce runneth faſt from 8 

greene piete of wood, vobilſt it burneth, till i be conſumed ; ſo 

when the Lord commeth into the heart, there is weeping till 

the power of finne be conſumed. Repentance is not the wring- 

ing out ofa teare, or the breathing out of a ſigh, or the lifting Note. 
vp ofthe eyes, ora bare faying, / baxe ſinned i but it muſt he 

with weeping, ſighing, praying, contcſſion, and ttue amend- 

ment of life, the [peciall gift of God. 

The Reaſons of this obſeruation are two. Firſt, becauſe Re Reaf. 2. 

miſſion offinnes doth accompany Repentance; as it is witten, 

Ged hath ordained 4 Sanionr, for to give Repantanceunty iſrael, Act. p. 3 1. 
add forgiueneſſe of ſinuos: whercſore it followeth, that as a man 

cannot pardon his owne ſinnes, ſo he cannot Repent hen he 
liſt: ſinne may quickly be commitzed, but hardly tubd off a- 
gaine. Some may ſay, we haue finned grieuouſſy, but we knew Neef. 
not how nor hen we haue repented?\\ anſwer, That thyſins Anſw. 
haue beene ſo long pardoned, as thou haſt truely re pemed far 

them, and that thou haſt as many ſeales of civy paidon, asthou 
haſt ſhedreares, ſighs, ſobs, and arc warned inwardly for thy 
ſinnes and tranſgreſſions, | "II 

Secondly, As it is the word of God which hardneth the Reef 2. 
I 2 heart, 


« 
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Pe 1. 


Lam. 5. 21. 


heart, ſo it is the word of God which ſoſtneth the ſame. Hence 


it may be demanded, How doth it ſtand with Gods luſtice to 


niſh men fox not repenting, if he deny them Repentonce? 
dad how can nien be nn for — hard n 
God hardneth the ſame? I anwer, An hard heart and a badlile 
doe not ſimply condeinne a man, but continuall de light in euill 
without once praying to be deliuered: God men haue had bad 
hard hearts, but haue lamented, ſo haue euill men, but reiqyce 
in it : though God harden the heart, he doth not beſtow an 
euill heatt; the heart is hardued, that we may acknowledge, 
that a ſoft heart commeth from God. Wouldſt thou know 
then if God hath wrought vpon thine heart? marke how thou 
loueſt ſinne, how thou art pleaſed with the hardneſſe of thine 
heart, doſt thou loue them? thine heart is danmable, doſt thou 
loath themẽthine eſtate is comfortable. 

The Vſes of this point are twofold. 

For Exhortation: Sceing the Lord workethRepertance, 
then let rs pray diligently vnto the Lord for the ſame;let vs all 
ſay, Twrne v5 onto thee O Lord, Doft thou finde heauincſſe in 
thy heart, dulneſſe in thy ſoule, in performing of good, and 
readinefle vnto euill, then pray vnto the Lord for thy conuer- 
Gao, for thine eſtate of life is wotſe then death? Doſt thou liue 
without Repentance? there is but a little ſpace betwixt thee 
and death, betwixt thee and hell; yet notwithſtanding 1 
dare ſay, that of all ſuits preferred before God, this eſpe- 
cially was neuer denyed. Doſt thou liue a prophane life, 
and yet hearing ſome Sermons of death and ludgement, 
defireft to doe better ? Ray not here, but conferre with 
thine owne conſcience , and pray vnto the Lord, that thou 
maieſt doe his will, and that hee would be pleaſed to 
ſtrengthen thee that thou maieft performe that which he com- 
mandeth: Pray both in publike and priuate, pray continual- 
ly, then I aſſure thee, drunkenneffe ſhallnot drowne thee, co» 
wetouſnefſe ſhallnot ouer · rule thee, pride ſhall aot deface thee, 
whoredome ſhall not vndoe thee , Realing ſha!l not ſhame 
thee, the world ſhall not deceiue thee nor thy ſelſe condemne 


For 
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© For Inftrudtion: IfRepentance berhe ſpeciall gift of God, /i 2. 


and we are to craue Repentance from him, then we are to 
take notice of our finnes, for which we ought to repent, and 
valefſe firſt we know them, we cannot truely repent 


Tothisend, we muſt come witha generall confeſſion —— 6 


God, and alſo particularly lay open our ſinnes in his fight: we 
muſt daily vſe thoſe meanes by which we may attaine ynto a 
knowledge of them: Gods word, the Law of God, our owne 
conſciences, our brethren,the Church, euen our enemies; that 
we may know our ſinoes, we muſt count them, aan Vſurer 
doth bis pms. > behold chem as an husbandman doth bis 
ground; mne chem, as a ludge doth a thieſe; — — a- 
gainſt them, as a Mariner doth to remoue a ſtorme; 

gainſt them, as a Souldier doth againſt his enemie; accuſe thein 


as a Lawyer doth one which is guiltie: ie oncegera knon- |; 


ledge of them, then their number will appeare infinite, their 
reward damnation, thei ir power execrable,their preſence intol- 
lerable, then adrop of mercy is worth all the world, then we 
ſhall pray agaiaſtthem; — — we ſhall ob- 
taine Repentance, yea we ſhall mourne that we cannot repent 
as we would, and if we doe repent then our ſinnes ſhall be par- 
doned, and in ſtead of ſorrow, the Lord will beftow pon vs 
vnſpeakable loyes. Thus of the 3. Reaſon. 

Andfo much for the Reaſons — our Prophet exhor- 
teth the /ewes vnto Repentance, laid downe in theſe words, 
T berefore now alſo, thus ſaith the Lord, 

I come now io ſpeake ofthe Dutie whereunto he doth ex- 
hort them, and that is vnto true and ynfained Repentance: for 
the vnderſtanding of which, two things are to be obſcrued in 
Generall, 

Firſt, That God doth not reſpeR our miſeries, vnleſſe we 
doe repent, 

Secondly,that without thepreaching of Gods word,iud ge- 
ments cannot amend vs. 


Concerning the firſt: God doch not reſpeR our croſſes and Dod. 
calamities, except true Repentance be joyned there with. This 1c, 55. 


the Prophet I ſaiab * iſtiing that the Lord did not - 
regar 
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regard the out ward faſtingzaſthe [aves, becauſe they did not 
truely repent. We may bauc ſicłneſſe, indure pouetty, yea we 
may dye, and yet nguer the neerer God, except we have repen- 

Queſt, tance the ornament of a Chriftian, It may be demanded ſecing 
the Lord doth puniſh vs, and eur ſufferings are the puniſh 
ments of fiane, Why the Lord is nat pleaſed and pacified with 
vstz for it may ſeeme extreame dealing both to puniſh vs in this 

Ai ſw. be, and6q che liſe to come? I anſwer, That chough we ſuffer 
far our unnaʒ yet our ſuffering is not ſatisfaction for ſinue; for 
the re warchof ſinne is death euerlaſting, and alſo all the miſeries 
of this life, and therefore we muſt not encuſe our ſelues for any 
croſſe or calamitie; for we may haue all choſe troubles, and yet 
(vnleſſe we repent) we hall nauer fee the kingdome of heauen, 
nor the glory thereof, 

Reaſon t. The Reaſons hcreofare theſe two. Firſt, Becauſe all tho ſuf- 
ferings of this lifa are but the beginnings of ſorrowes, they are 
not the tenth part of that vengeance hich the Lord wilpoure 
ypon vs far our fianes, v we. repent; to haue ſickneſſe, 
to want appetite ta meate, tube grieued with the A gue, Fe- 
uer, Palſie, they are nothing but the beginnings of ſorto w and 
if it were poſſible that one man, or one woman could endure 
all theſe torments, yet he might goe to hell fire, wanting true 
conuetſion in the time of his trouble. 

Reaſch 2. Secondly, becauſe the troubles of this life are common both 
to the wicked and the godly t this the Prophet Ezechiel wit- 

Ezck. 3 2.3 8. neſſeth, Thou ſbalt be — in the midſt of the ducircumciſed, 

aud ſbalt lyewith themwhich are ſlaine with the ſword : though 
God correQeth euery one whom he loueth, yet he houeth not 

Note. euery one whom he correQterh. Chniſt was crucified, the Apo- 
ftles martyred, yet beloued of God; Herod was eaten of 
wormes,and yet out of the faupur of God, his miſery in this 
life, doth not better his eſtate in hell: Ieſiab a good King, and 
eAbab a wicked King, died both. in warres, yet theeftate of 
the one was notthe better becauſe he died as a good man did, 
noitber the eſtate ofthe other worſe, becauſe he died as an euill 
man died, In one andche fame fire Gold gliſtereth and droſſe 

ſmoaketh; ſo by Tribulation good men become purged, 


Whereas 
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whereas euill men become worſe, 

The Vies of this Docttine are theſe two, 

Firſt, ſeeing our afflition cannot move God to pittie vs, 
vnleſſe we repent, therefore let vs learne to obey the exhorta. 
tion of the Prophet in Scripture, Turne vnto the Lord your God. 
Thy bloud cannot paeifte the wrath of God, whereas teares of 
Repentance ean: bodily plagues doe not moue God to pitir 
vs, when as ſpirituall ſorrowes doe. To apply this in particu- 
lat vnto out — Haue not we had great iudgements lying 
vpon vs? how many Souldiers haue we loft, ery ing and dying 
in their one bloud > how many haue periſhed by famine ? 
haue not many houſes beene ſwept cleane by the Peſtilence, 
not onely in London, but euen in remote places, and doe they 
not yet continue: Doth not the Lord ſee them? he dotif: doth 
he ſee them, why then doth he not pittie our de ſolationꝰ doth 
he pittie it, why then doth he not ſtay it ; for no queſtion but 
the cxyes ofthe alflicted doe pearee the heauen ? and yet they 


doe continue. O Enplord, it is no wonder; fo lony as thou 


continueſt rebellious in ſo gteat a light, thou maiſt looke for 
the encreaſe and continuance of Gods iudgeruents ypon thee z 
for the Lord will neuer tremoue his iudgements, vntill we for- 
ſake our finnes : becauſe we doe not turne vnto the Lord, 
therefore our health is turned into ſickneſſe, our life into death, 
our peace into warre, our mirtł into mourninꝑ, our plenty into 
want : let vs turne before all be ouer · turned, let vs fill our 
chambers with mourning, left che whole Land be filled with 
lamentation. 5 


Secondly, ſeeing God regarderh not out miſe ries vnleſſe we Vſe a. 


doe repent, then it followeth that our ſufferings are not wor- 
thy of the life to come; ſor our ioyes ſhall be greater thete, 
then our ſorrowes can be here; There ſhall he no ſickneſſe mi- 
ſery is ended, and death deſtroĩed; fo that we ought to ſuffer 
patiently, here to liue ſo, we ought to labour to dye ſo, and dye 
in deſpight of death to raigne ſo. | 

Concerning the ſecond ; Withourrhie preaching of Gods 
word iudgements cannot amend vs. At this time the /ewes 
were wonderfully aſſlicted, feat eſull inagements were _— 
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ced againſt them, yet this doth not the turne, God by his Pro- 
phet doth exhort them to Repentance. Tbough the Lord 
ſhould ſhike the earth terribly, thunder omniporently,darker 
te light ſearefully, multiply puniſhments abundantly, yet this 
alone cannot conuert the ſoule. The Lord at another time com- 
plaineth, that He had ginen them cleameſſe of teeth in all their 
Cities : that he had with-bolden the rame from them: that he had 
ſmitten them with blaſting aud mildem that the P almerworme 
had demured their Vines and Olines : that he had ſent among ſt 
them the Peſtilence; that their young men were ſlaine with the 
ſword, c&c. yet they did not returne vnto the Lord. So that | ſay, 
no outward croſſe worketh repentance : this our owne expe- 
rience witnefſerh : Is not this Land greatly aſflicted, doe not 
Gods iudgements hang ouer our heads (if we had eyes to be- 
hold them, and hearts co conſider them) and yet who are con- 
uertedꝰ ho doe truely returae vnto the Lord? | 

The Reaſons hereof are theſe two. Firſt, becauſe the Lord 
ſor the moſt part, doth ſend his Iudgements to reuenge, that 
euen his arrowes may be drunke with bloud ; the ſpeciall end 
of Gods iudgements is to take yengeance on a ſinfull Land, 
But it may be obiected, Doe none repent in the time of ad- 
uerſity, being vnder the croſſe ? yea, there are a great many, 
becauſe the Lord ioyneth the Word and the rod together, his 
word by which he doth inſtru them, his rod by which he 
doth cortect them. 

Secondly, becauſe the Word is of greater force then any 
iudge ments are in the conuerſion of a ſinner; a worke (I aſſure 
you) both great and admirable; The word of the Lord « like 
onts peel vnto an hammer, migbitie in operation, ſharper then 
any two edged ſword, Euery word in the holy Scriptures is as a 
thunder - bolt; this pulleth vp ſinne by the roots. 

The Vſes hereof are theſe two. 

Firſt, to teach vs. that we ſhould haue the word of God in 
great eſtimation: We ſeare to be drowned by water, perſecu · 
ted by land, and euery member of our bodies to become ſub. 
ic vnto many ſorrowes; and yet thoſe eſpecially hurt when 
we ſee and feele them, but the word of God worketh when 


we 
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when we nei her ſee nor feele it. The croſſe afflitertb vs, but 

the word inſtructe th vs; afflitions puniſb, and bring vs the 
heauy ne wes of condemnation, but the word bringeth glad 
ty dings of life eucrlaſiing ; by ludgements we are blinded, by 
the Goſpell we are enlightued; by Iudgements we ate indan- 
gered, by the Goſpell we are defended; Iudgements threa 
ten the life, Gods word doth threaten our ſoule with euerla- 

Ring death, vnlefle we repent: make much ofthe word in thy 
health, fot 1 aſſure thee, ſickneſſe cannot ſo prepare thee for , he ag 
the Lord, the word will then be ſweet to heate, when all o- *. 
thers faile; miracles would make vs wonder, and world- 
ly pleaſures niake vs proud, but Gods word maketh_ ys to 
2 , and to liue the liſe of God in Chriſt Ieſus our 
Lord. 

It may be obiected: this ſeeme th a ſtrange doctrine; Doe O3. 
not farrowes and aff]. tions conuert vs vnto the Lord? Why | 
then are they ſent? why ſhould we account of them as we doe, 
ſeeing ſuch as are afflicted reape ſo ſmall comfort by them? I : 
anſwer, that this concluſion is danmable: Shall not the Schol.. Av. 
ler care for the ro], becauſe it cannot teach him; and ſhould 
we ſet light by the Lords Iudgements, becauſe they cannot 
conuert vs? No, they muſt kegpe vs in obedience, although 
they cannot beget obedience within vs; they informe vs, though 
they cannot ture vs: as David was afraid of iudgement, ſo 
muſt we; let yseremble as the earth doth, let vs weepe and 
mourne, we know not how ſoene the wrath of God may ſcaze 
vpon vs, with what calamity we may be troubled, by what 
death we miy be taken away. Let vs, I ſay, feare the word 
and workes of God, and then we ſhall not neede to feele 
them, 

Secondly, to teach vs, that when we are viſited by Iudge- Fe 2 
ments, euen to pray vnto the Lord, that he would by idem 
worke our conuerſion, ſeeing that of theroſclues they cannot 
beget Repentance within vs. Thus in genetall. 

I come now to ſpeake of the Duetie in particular, both in- 
ternall in the affections, in theſe words; True zee even to mee 


With all your beert : and externall in the action; with fear. 
K an 
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and with weeping, and with mourning. Oftheſe two in order, 

Concerning the firſt, The inwsrd forme of Repentance is 
deſcribed in theſe words, True yer ewen to mee with all your 
heart : wherein theſe points are to be handled, 1. The ation, 
Tune. 2. The perſons exhorted to turne, yee, euery one of 
them, 3. To whom they muſt turne, to mae, the Lord. 4. How 
— muſt turne, euen with all their heart, ſpeedily, readily, and 
willingly, 0 

For che firſt, The Duetie whereunto our Prophet exhor- 
teth them, is to terne, or to come vnto themſe lues againe z 
whereby two things are intimated, Firſt, that ſuch as ſinne a- 
gainſt God, in ſo doing depart from him. Secondly, that ſuch 
as doe truely repent them of theirfinnes, they doe turne from 
their wickedneſſe and euill wayes; So that true Repentance is 
a turning from ſinne and wickedneſſe; yea onely ſuch as truely 
repent are in their right mindes, all others are out of their wits, 
mad and ſranticke. 

For the ynderftandiag of this Point, theſe ſoure things are 
to be conſidered. Firſt, the nature of it, Secondly, the reaſons 
to moue ys vnto it, Thirdly, the meanes whereby to attaine it. 
Fourthly, the ſignes whereby it may be diſcerned, 


The nature of The nature of it may be the better conceiued, by compa- 
our turning. ring it to the conuetſion of earthly bodies in the Scriptures: as 


the Sunne is turned into datłneſſe, ſemen ſhining in this world 

muſt be aſnamed and conſounded becauſe oſ their ſinnes: as 
the Moone ſometimes encreaſeth, at other times decteaſeth, 
al wayes changing; ſo muſt a ſinner be alwayes decreafing in 
finne, increaſing in grace; as a rocke is turned into water, ſo 
muſt our hard hearts into plenty of teares; as a ſtone is turned 
into copper, and giuetha ſound, ſo when we are touched by 
the ſpirit of God, then muſt the yoyce of our confeſſion ſound: 
as the Sea is dried vp, ſo muſt our bitterneſſe of finne be turned 
into the drouth of repentance : as the ſparkles of fire aſcend, 
when the body being mixed with earth cannot, fo although 
our bodies as yet cannot aſcend, yet we ſend our ſparkles and 
teares vnto the Lord: as fire doth mollific the hardeſt Iron, 
ſo muſt our hard hearts by Gods ſpirit, Thi fire is kept vnder 
the 
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aſhes of humility, and the remembrance of the oay of death, 
whoſefeare doth conferue the fire of Gods grace in the heart 
6fapenitent finner. Briefly, this conuerfion is a turning from 

Gnne, yes from euery ſinne j Let vs lay aſide enery weight and Heb 12. 1. 
ſinre ( ſaick the Apolile) which doth ſe eaſily beſet vs. Let enchy 

one turne from bis enill way, and from the wickedneſſe that in 234. 
rheir bends. It is a ready and ſpeedy turning, fot by delay we 
endanger our owne ſaluation. 

The Reaſons which may moue vs to turne are theſe. 1. The The Reaſons 
Neceſſity. 2 The Equity. 3. The Viility. why we ſhould 

The Neceſſity, if either we confider God, our ſelues, ut | 

euill wayes, or the reward due vnto them. God, who is diſ. 
pleaſed with ys whilſt we goe from him; which doth earneſt. 
ly exhort vs, and abſolutely command ys to returne ynto him: 
our ſelues, poore, filly, wretched creatures, which may eaſily 
be deceiued & led headlong vnto deſtruction: our euill waies, 
euill in themſe lues, abhominable in Gods ſigbt, hatefull vnto 
good men, leading vnto euetlaſting condemnation : the re- 
ward due vnto them, death and euetlaſting torments in the ſire 
ofhell, 

The Equity: whether itis more equall that we ſhould o- 2. 
bey God, or the diuell ; the motions of Gods ſpirit, or our 
owne corrupted natures: hath God beene ſo kinde and graci- 
ous ynto vs, it is moſt juſt and equall, that we alſo ſhould be- 
come obedient vnto him. 

The Viility : as thoſe which runne on in wickedneſſe are in 3, 
the way of deſtruction, and in danger of deſtruction; ſo alſo | 
ſuch as doe returne, and ſorſake their former wayes, ſhall cer- 
tainly be ſaued. 

The meanes whereby we may attaine ynto this conuerſion, 
and it may be effected in vs, are theſe « - 

Firſt, we muſt haue the knowledge of the Law of Ged in — 7 
our vnderſtanding. Secondly, we muſt know what our finnes may be mough 
and tranſgreſſions are, which we doe commit againſt the Law, to tune. 
Thirdly, we muſt know the guilt of finne, cleauing vnto the 23 
ton ir ſelfe, Fourthly, we muſt know the iudgements and 
wrath of God, which doe ſeaſe vpon ſuch as breake —_— 
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| Thoſe points being chroughly marked; in the next place the 
ſinner is to apply the ſame vnto the conſcience after this man- 

ner, which may be called the practicall Syllogilme of the con- 


ſcience. 
Emery one which breakgth the Law of God, & guiltie o- 
ternall death, ſaitht be minde. 
But [ am a breaker of the Low of ed, ſaith the Canſci- 
ence, 4s an accuſer, 
Therefore I am guiltie of eternall death, ſaith the Conſci- 
ence, 4c an vpright and inſt Iudge condemning.” 
The meditation hereof turneth the minde from finne to 
godlineſſe. | 
Tue fignts by The ſignes by which our conuerſfion may be diſcerned are 
— theſe: though chy fleſh be not altogether ſubdued, though 
may be diſcer · thou doeſt not al wayes mourne, and ſhed teares for thy ſinnes 
ned. committed, though thou canſt not wholly forſake ſinne, yer 
if thou doeſt earneſtly deſire vnfained Repentanco, if thou 
doeſt by all meanes abandon and ſorſake ſinne, if thou doeft 
endeauout to ſerue God, thine endeauour is accepted of God. 
Doeſt thou finde the power of ſinne weakned within thee ? 
doe thy telapſes in finne beget in thee feate and humiliation ? 
doeſt thou continue in prayer, that the ſpirit be not ouercome? 
aſſure thy ſelfe, that ſenſe and feeling within thee, is an euident 
token that thou art not ſubdued by ſinne, but in the end ſhall 
become victorious ouer the ſame; for our 1 is not 
onely to put out ſinne, but to aſſure vs of the life of grace, and 
that Gods power is made perfect in our weakneſſe, fo that 
we may euen be comforted in our fallings, and moued to 
labour for perfection, that we may liue the life of grace, 
whereby we dye daily, and may ouercome Sathan, and haue 
peace both with God and man, for being Juſtified by 
Lom. g. 1. Faith, wee baue peace with God throngh our Lord Teſw 
Chr 


*. 
The Vſes of chis point are the ſe. 

Fe x; F6r Reprehenſion vnto all ſuch as bragge and boaſt of their 

Repentance, and yet haue no change or alteration wrought 

Within them, they haue not yet returned from their euill way, 

, ! nay 
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rather goe further on in wic kedneſſe, and wich more eagerneſſe 
then formerly. 

For Exhortation vnto euery one of ys to turne, to be conuer · fe 2. 
ted: many meanes are vſed for thy conucrfion, many motives 
may incite thee to endeauour for it, great benefits ſhall befall 
vnto ſuch as haue it: O chen turne, tefliſie thy conuerſion by 
thy Repentance, thy Repentance by thy returning, Thus of the 
1. Point. 

EFor the 2. The Perſons which ate exhorted to tutne, are all 2. Point. 
and eucry one of vs, Twrae ce. This dutie is required both of Yee- 
rich aad poore, oſ Paſtors and people, of ſuperiors & interiors, 
ofeuery one of ys, all of vs muſt turne, and no onder becauſe 
all are out of the way, there is none righteous, we were all con- 
ceiued and borne in ſin, and therefore haue neede to retume. =, 

This ſerueth for Exhortation vnto euery one of vs, to conſi- ts 
der our miſerableeſtate by nature, that ſo we may returne: if 
our eyes were opened, we might plainly ſee how farre-we are 
out of the way, whereas now we thinke our ſelues ia the fame; 

Doe not exempt thy ſelfe from the performance of this dutie, 
either by thy greatneſſe, riches, knowledge, ſanctity, &c. for 
aſſuredly as cuery one of vs are exhorted kere to turn, ſo euery 
one of vs haue need to performe the ſame. Thus of the 3. Point. 

For the 3. To whom we muſt tutne, and that is vmo the 2+ Point. 
Lord; Tune even onto we, ſaith the Lord: as if he would ſay, To mo. 
You haueby your ſius, gone from me, returne now againe by 
Repentance vnto me. I am that Sammum bonum, which yee RA 
ſhould ſeeke; Tam the fountaine and author of all goodacſſe: 0 
from me you haue life and being, and euery thing which is 
good: It is I which haue chaſtened you, which haue wounded 
you for your going from mezitis I which will heale you again, 
ifye return vnto me. This is confirmed by the Prophet ſeremie, 

Let us ſearch and try our wayes,and turne again vnta the Lord, Lam 3. 40. 
The Vſes of this point are twofold, | 

For Reprehenſion, ynto ſuch as turne not vnto God, but ci» Die 1. 
ther vnto the creatures Saints and A gels; or vnto the inuen- 
tions of men ſtocks and ſtones; or vnto the it owne merits. 

Fot Exhortation, to turne * the Lord: wee haue gone Uſe 2. 
+”: my roy 
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altray from him, let vs now turne vnto him; we haue by our 
backſliding diſpleaſed him, let ys eudeauour by our returning 
to pleaſe him let vs imitate the Prodigall, who hauing gone 
from his father, returned vnto him: Thus of the 3. Point. 

For the fourth, How we muſt turne; enen with all our heart: 
the word (emen) in the originall fignificth not onely vill, but 
alſo gre«'ly, and very ſwifrly, as it maybe taken, 2 Kmg. 9.20. 
The word (cart) in the originall fignificth alſo the minde and 
the vnderſtanding; whence the meaning appeareth to be 
this : thar, X 

God doth require of ys, readily, ſwiftly,with all our heart, 
minde and vnderſtanding to returne ynto him. They ſhall re- 
tires unto me nith their whole heart: the want of this the Lord 
bewailed in his owne people; Thu people draw neere mee with 
their month, and with the lips doe honour me, but haue remoued 
their heart farre from me. 

The Reaſons hereofare theſe, 1. Becauſe Faith cannot be 
obtained without the conuerſion of the heart, and vhout faith 
it is impoſſible topleaſe God: ſuch as doe not live well, cannot 
beleeue well. 2. Becauſe there can be no true Repentance, vn- 
kefſe the whole heart be changed; ſo ſoone as we are regene- 
rate our hearts becommeth one. Hence it is, that of all Gnners, 
feweſt hypocrites are ſaued, and of all perſons they are moſt 


| hatefull, yea and hell ir ſelfe is named the Lake burning with 


fire and brimſtone, prepared for them, becauſe they haue a dou- 
ble heart, or, as we ſay, an hollow heart. 3. Becauſe, as the heart 
is the firſt beginning of moyſtneſſe, ſo the heart of the Saints 
muſt be full of deuotion, and not like the heart ofthe wicked, 
which is full of rottenneſſe: as the heart is firſt framed in na- 
ture, ſo it muſt be fitſt reformed by grace: as the heart is hol- 
low within for the conſeruation of heate, ſo muſt our yn- 
derſtanding conſerue erty ug” as from the heart the 
other members receiue their life, which failing, they alſo 
faile, ſo from the inward holineſſe of the heart, we goe on 
in an holy life and conuerſation, 4. Becauſe che Lord will 
accept no ſetuice which is not done with the heart; hee 
craueth the heart; hee principally ddighteth in the hear 
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he requirerh: euery part of his ſeruice to be performed with 

our whole heart, We muſt ſceke himyſerue him, obey him, loue Deut. f 29. 
him, know him, feate him, & c and here returne vnto him with | 
our wholcheart, 5, Becauſe the heart is ſubiect to many out- p, aſ.55 
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2 till in feare, till they be ſeparated from the contagiow of , 
e. 

For the illuſttation of this point, theſe thiogs are to be con- 
ſidered. 1. By what meanes the heart may be turned. 2 How 
the heart may be tryed. 3. How the heart may be eſtabliſhed 
in Gcds ſetuice. 4. How the heart may entertaine the motions 
of Gods Spitit. F5, How we may diſcerne the ſecurity and drou- 
fines of our hearts, 6, How our hearts may be routed vp from 
their ſecuuity. 7, How we may know the greateſt and chiefeſt 
ſinne of our heart, Oftheſe briefly, 2 

For the 1. The meanes whereby our hearts may be turned The means 
are theſe. 1. The conſideration of our miſerable eftate by na- — — 
ture. 2. The meditatidn of our preſent eſtate by grace. 3. An _—_ 
acknowledgement and conſeſſion of our great corruptions. 
4+ A reformation of the cauſes of our back wardnes. 3. An ex- 
amination of our ſelſe bythe glaſſe of the law and of conſci- 
ence, alwayes iudging our ſelſe and renewing our ſpirit by re- 
pentance, 6, Contrition, a breaking of our hard hearts with 
the hammer of Gods word. | 

For the ſecond, the heartmuſt be examined and tryed. 1. How theheare 
Not by it ſel e, but by the law of God. 2. Not by the world, or N 
by opinion, but by the ſpirit. 3. Not by the law of men, but by 
the rule of faith, 4. Not by the out ward condition, but by — 
war 
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inward experience. 5, Not by the examples of che moſt, but 
of che beſt, 6. After a true and holy manner, and that daily in 
particular, concerning both good and cuill, and the firengthof 
both, 7. We muſt have a right end in our reſolution”, not 
vaine-glory,nor ſelfe-· loue; neither for loue of the world, for 
feare of death, but to be prepared for it, not to preferre our 
ſelfe before others, or to bee angry at the good of others, 
but that we may ſill hunger and thirſt more and more after 
race. 
How theheart - For the third, our heart may be ſetled and eftabliſhedinthe 
— 4 ſeruice of God. 1. By reſigning it into the hands of God, 
ſeruice.] which we performe by yeelding the heart to be daily tryed of 
God. 2. Doing all things as in the pte ſence of God, comfor- 
ting our ſelſe in Chrift, relying vpon his promiſes by faith a- 
boue all ſenſe and feeling whatſocuer. 3. By paying our vowes 
vnto the Lord, fearing our felfe in our beſt actions, and Satans 
readines to ſet ypon vs, approouing our ſelſe by ſtriuing a- 
oainſt corruption, liuing in ſpirituall duties, louing one ano- 
ther, waiting for our end. 4. We ruſt watch ouer the out- 
ward man. 5. Wee muſt moderate our liberty in reſpect of 
time, place, and perſon; our guide muſt bee in this, loue and 
wiſedome. 

How we may / > Sen fourth, wee may entertaine the motions of Gods 
encereaine the Spirit in our hearts, r. By diſcerning and eſteeming of them. 
morionsof 2. By reioyc ing in them as in our chiefeſt treaſure. 3. By 

Gods>pirit. putting them in practiſe, and praiſing God for the ſame, 
How wes Fot the fifth, we may diſcerne of thetiityand droufines 
find out the Ol Our heatts by theſe rules. 1. If there be within vs a loathing 
drouſines of of holy duties. 2. If our conſciences are continually turmoiled 
our hearts. with great tetrors. 3. if we finde but little or no comfort when 
we haue perſoi med holy duties. 4- If wee finde much con- 
tentment in our willingnefſe to ſinne, and vnwillingneſſe to 

die, then our hearts are caſt into a drouſines and ſecurity, 
— Ko For thefixt, our hearts may beeawakened and rouſed vp 
rouſed yp, fromthis ſecurity. 1. By the powerfull miniſtery of the word. 
2. By ſtrong cryes vnto God, 3. By ctauing the prayers ofthe 
faithfull, 4. By a tc ſolution to become more catefull. 5. By 
| endea- 
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endeauouting more co.ſtantly for the conuetfion of others. 6, 
By exerciſing a daily courſe of Repentance in reſpect of daily 
linge. 7. By priate and publike humiliation and faſting be- 
ſore God. | | | 


For the ſeuenth, we are to take no:icc of the chiefeſt ſinnes How we may 
of our heart, hereby we may chiefly conquer them, which find —＋ 2 


being vanquiſhed, in time we ſhall ouercome the reſt, for from 
the purity orimpurity of the fountaine, the ſtreames flow ac- 
cordingly:this we mey doe. 1. By diFigent heating of Gods 
word, which will meet euen with our moſt ſecret corruptions. 
2. By a diligent and careftiÞ obſeruatiou of our thoughts, 
words, and scns, by which the vſuret ſhalt finde that coue- 
rouſneſſe, the adultetet, that vncleannes, & c. are their deareſt 
dailings, the chiefeſt ſiunes of their heart, out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. 3. By a generdll and yniuer- 
fall reformation and mortification of our luſts; in the perfor- 
mance wherof, we (hall meet with the greateſt teſiſtance from 
thoſe dur chiefeſt ſinnes. 4. By an examination of our ſelfe, if 
we mightretaine ſome ſinnes which we would chiefly retaine, 
thoſe ate our chiefe finnes, r 


The v ſes ofthe former doctrine are threefold. | 17 To 


For inſtruction: there can bee no true Repertance, vnleſſi 
the whole heart be changed : it is not onely out ward in words 
or in ptactiſe, but in ward inthe affection of the mind, and 
therefore our Saujour ſaith, Firſt cleanſe that which is within. 
Our memory muſt be changed by remembring God: our vn- 
derftanding by knowing God: our will by beleeuing God: 
our affections by louing, defiring, meditating, and reioycing 
in things heauenly. All muſt concurre together, elſe it is not 
with the whole heart: Some haue knowledge, but Wart true 
faith, ſome haue will, but want memoty, all whichmiuſt bee a+ 
mended, we muſt confetre often to get memory, reade much 
to get knowledge, heare much to obtainefaith pray alwayes,' 
whereby we ſhall get good effections. Seeing God doth re- 
qunethe whole heart, and our imperfeRions are "exceeding 

great, we muſt cuen pray with 8. Augafine, Lord pine vs pow- D* 


er to do what thou cammaudoſt, and command hat thon will, 22 
f L _ ” 
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For reprehenſion vnto ſuch as either delay to retutne vnto 


the Lord, or turning vnto him, but not with their whole 
beart. dome turne but in hypocxiſie, their out ward actions and 
inward affections goe not together. This is abomipation in 
the ſight of God, God will either haue the whole heart, or 
none of it. See ing, l lay chat the Lord doch require of vs to 
returne vnto him wholly. and totally, this — 1. Euery 


bypocriticall conuetfion when there wanteih ſiacerity. 2. Eue- 


ty conuerſion from good vnto euil, as from being a Proteftant 
to become a Papiſt, or from euill to cuill, as oſ a Prodigal to 
become a couetous miſer. 3. Euery falſe conuerfion, as whey 
ſinne turneth from vs, not we from it, when we doe not turne 
from ſinne, till the ſtr of nature be decayed, when ſor 
ſome by · reſpecta we forlake ſinne, as the drunkard le, ueth his 
drunkennes, in reſpect of want of meanes, or the weaknes of 
his ſtomaeke. 4. Euery halſe turning ot imperſect conuerſion, 


when we turne from many ſinnes, not from all, as Hered,who 


although he did many things well, yet would not forſake He- 
rodias his brother Philips wife. This is as a morning cloude, as 
the dew of the morning. 5 | | 

For exhortation vnto vs all to draw nigh vnto God with a 


pute heart, for thus wee are moſificting for him, In old times 


there. muſt bee no blemiſh cither in the-Pricſt or in the ſacri- 
fice, our hearts now are both, and therefore we ought to draw 
nigh with a pure heart, in ſull afſurance of faith, hauing our 
hearts ſprinkled from an euill conſcience, and our bodies wa- 
ſhed with pure Watet. As the ſactifice of Cain was reiected, ſo 
are the ptayers of the wicked, as hauing their hearts corrupted, 
The heart rules the life , purge the heart of ignorance, pride, 
and diſſimulation, and all things which may diſquiet the con- 
ſcience when thou commeſt before the Lord, and the oftner 
thou doeſt come, the mote thou ſhalt be changed. Pray that 
the Lord may caft thee in a new mould, or thou ſhalt befor 
thy negligence caſt into hell fire, Let vs watch ouer our hearta, 
ouer that part which is vnſound: ſor there is no man but hath 
ſome wound in the ſoule. We muſt doe with ſinne, as the A- 
pofile counſelleth to doe with anger, Let not the ſumus gos 


—— 
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downe thereon Doeſt theu delay to returne, thou abuſeſt the 
merey of God? if thou loue any thing aboue God thou deny« 
eſt him ? e mote thou delayeRt truely to repent, che ſurthet 
art thou ſepatated from God, and the nigher and faſter-thou 
haſteſt vnto thine one deſtruction. Thus of the fourth 
point, And ſo much for the inward forme of Repentance layd 
downe in theſe words, Turnt ye enen vnto mee with all your 
heart,” *' | 
Now I come to ſpeake of the ourward forme of repen- 
tance which concerneth action, conſiſting of three parts. v. Fa- 
Ring. 2. Weeping. 3. Mourning. The former was to bee ia- 
ternall in the affe tion, this extetnall, and in action, whence 
this generall obſeruation doth ariſe: that 
Both outward and in ward repeneance{mull bee ioyned to- Dot. 
her. f 
5 This Peter to expreſſe his repentance wept bitterly: where 
the body is wounded, there iſſueth out blood, ſo where there M. 6. 75. 
is true repentance in the heart, it doth outwardly expteſſe it 
elfe, in fafting, weeping, and mourning. 
The reaſons herc of are theſe two. 1. becauſe (although out. . 1 
ward repentance may be where there wanteth the inward, yet) 
the im ward cannot be without the outward, yea, where the 
outward is, we ought charitably to judge of the inward a. Be- ,, fea; 
cauſe when inward and outward repentance concurre toge- 772. 
ther, God doth giue pardon, and is pacified. Us 
The vſes hereofare twofold. go, yen 
For inſtruction: Repentance muſt be inthe heart; and not ie 3 
in the heart only, but alſo in the workes; and not in the works 
ene ly, but alſo in the affection, & not in the affection onely, but 
alſo in the conuerſation, a ſmall reformation, is not a full te- 
pentance, If good lawes bee not ioyned with godly minds, 
and reformed wayes with weeping hearts; neither the one, non 
the other, ſhall giue vs comfort, Therefore we muſt conioyne 
both together. | 
For exhottation. As we are not »fraid or aſhamed to ſinne, 
ſo let vs not be aſhamed ro ſhewforth the tokens of our humi- Iſe . 
liation, Many like theeues are not aſhamed to ſteale, but are a- 
L 2 ſhamed 
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ſhamed to confeſſe. Let vs rather glory in repenting for our 
ſinnes, then in acting of them: — 0 „let ys 
ſhcd many tcares , wee haue great ſinnes, let vs ſhed ſoorth 
great ſorrow for ſinne: We haue watched in ſinne, let us watch 
in prayer, we haue loued ſinne, now let vs loue to ſorro for 
ane, looke on thy ſoule weeping, as thou walt wont to be. 
hold thy ſias reioyciug. Haſt thou beene a drunkard, be ſober; 
if a theefe, feare God: if a blaſphemer, vic Gods name reue- 
Eph 4-28, rently, and as Paul of theſt, ſo I ſay of all finne, Let him that 
bath ſiuned, ſiune no more, Thus let vs by our outward humili. 
ation and repentance giue a teſtimony,both vnto our ſelſe and 
others, of our inward, that as outwardly, ſo alſo we are 'hum« 
bled inwardly. Thusin generall, 
The parts required in our outward humiliation arc three. 1. 
Faſting. 2. Weeping. 3. Moutning.Of theſeia order. 
A. d withfafting, This word according to the cuſtome of 
2 Cor. 7. 1o. the Hebrewes, doth Ggnifie the humiliation of the whole bo- 
Innen dy-: 1. Iaward by ſorrow for finne, which worketh repen- 
kis Treat. of tance, whoſe effects are theſe, careſulneſſe, —— feare, 


the reſt fixx vehement deſire, zeale, teuenge, iudging our ſelfe with dete- 
day cap, a. ſer. | 


ſtation of our ſinne. 2. Outward, by abflinence from all filthy 


oe pleaſures, which according to the Hebrew canons wete meat 
and drinke, waſhing and anointing themſelueg, putting on 

ſhooes and all fine appatell, abſtinence from their wiues; 

glas. which the Scriptures confirme, Dauid afl cted bis ſaule with fa- 


Dan. 12. Hing: Daniel did not waſh aud auotut humſolſe, the Iſraelites put 
Exod.; 34. off their ornaments, David went barefaoted, weared ſackecloth, 
— 5˙30 did nat waſh and ansint hi mſelfe in the time of bis humiliation, - 
12:20*  riahabſtained from lying with his wife, They were to begin 
their falt the ninch day of the moneth at euen, (from which 

onely the ficke and ſuch as were vnder nine yeeres of age 

were exempted) that walking thereby in newneſle. of lite, 

the body of finne might bee deſtroyed : which ought alſo 

ta be the end of our faſting when we doe performe the ſame, 

The vtility f Before I come vnto the particulat diſcourſe of faſting we are 
faſting pro i d to take notice of the profit and vtilitie ariſing there from, which 
— may be maniſeſted vnto vs in the creatures by diuetſe and ſun- 
5 1 dry 


: 
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dry examples, all which being ſimple hodies, oonſiſt of two na- 
tures, che one celeſtiall ee other elementary 
1. The fruit of faſting may be learned from the quality of the 
Moone, which although it bee of a ce leſtiall asture, yet is the 
more darkened by tealon of her groſſe and corpnlent nature, 
whcrcby ſome blacke (pots doe-pppeare, yea the more nigh 
the earth ſhe is, ſhe it, as I may ſay, tathex ot a torreſtrioll then a 
celeſtiall nature, for the which ſhe doth not ſo ſully partake of 
the light of tlie Sunne as the teſt of the Starres, So although the 
nature of man be light in teſpect af his vnderſtanding, yet the 
more he fes deth and the more ſull he is, he is the lefle diſpoſed | 
to the light of wiſedome. Therefore Pawd faith, They that are e 
darkyed are full, This is the datkucſſe of the Moone, when we Te 


are filled with che'things of this.life + if any chinke that by the —— — 

abundance of meats and dtinkes he may enioꝝ and giue his & Halle 
mee wore wiſdom, he doch occupy, hialelfe in pkaſanc/? p > 1 22 
antaſies. nie eino 2 een. 
F 2. From the element of the earth, which is dry and hard, 
therefore God ſendeth raine to make it fruitfull; ſo are we by 
abſtinence, but hen the water of life is powrediato out ſoule, 
we ate made fruitfull in good workes, our hearts become well 
diſpoſed; when we wither by abſtinence, and arc moyſtned by 
heauenly grace, we become fruittull by good workes. 

3. From the element of water, wherein the Crocodile is 
procblinded, which on the 22 ſeeth clearely; ſo by the 
abundance ofnouriſhment, the eyes of our vndetſtanding are 
dar kned; therefore Salomon faith, I theng ht to haus drawne my TedleC2-37 
ſelſe from Wine to bring my minde to wiſedome. 

4. From the Ayre : the leſſe vapours,the more cleere it is,the 
more vapours the datłer Hence ypon Mount Ohm it is 
moſt cleare, which the learned did aſcend to behold the courſe 
of the Starres, for there O/ympay outteached the clouds: ſo it is Ni 
with the minde of Man, by abſtinence the ynderſtanding be- —— 
co:mmeth more quicke and clearc, whereas a fat belly doth nan ſev 
not beget a fine wit. 1 . 4 

. From che element of fire, in reſpeRof the ſeuerall pro- 
perties of the ſame, 1. As ſire giueth light, in darkneſſe, ſo ab- 


3 
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ſtinence enlightnech the minde, and d that b by extinguiſhing the 
heat of luſt. 2. As fite ſexueth to prep̃ãte oor nouriſhment, (6 
abſtinence maketh it to turne to our r 088, whereas the fto- 
mac ke being eloyed with meat, it turnech to putrifaction. 3. As 
fire ſerueth for a defence, as a wall(to which vſc it ſerued Alix- 
ander the Great being in the Deſatts of India beſet wiih Lyons) 
ſs is faſting as a wall and targe to defend vs from ſinne. 4. As 
fire ſetueth to purge things corrnpted, ſo (as Anſtin faith) fa- 
Ring purgeth the Minde. 5. As fire was vſed both before and 
—— in the Law for to burne vp the —— ſacrifice; fo ſaſting 
or ſcien = doth prepare our body for Prayer, that ye may be Xe RY of 
the Lord: therefore ee bob te Fe Err e- 


2 tder in this Chapter, Derſe 1 15. RR Fo 
== 92 egerteth faſting, 

er, - 

eee f 


eon and edutsge vnte 
— 
— — and — — 
aun ebe did not hurt the — dren in the —— but Gods po wer 
2 5 ſax- was the more manifeffed: in their delivergnce, ſo this tk of . 


cr — wc faſting Ring being righty e kily performed, doch not burt, but rather the 
— — power of is more! in delivetingfiom thoſe 
Berſer.q.de troublerſor which they fat. 7, "AF the fite'ls 'encteaſed by 


quaarey. Oylezuenifoby sbftincrice th oye of} ietie abovndcth. Theres 
Mat -G. 17. fore our Sauiour ſaith, thon doeff faſt, anoint thy face with 
Oyle, "which is by doing the altes of godlineſſe. So wood 
doth nouriſh the fire, this wood pr thoſe trees are good works; 

and therefore dur Prophet ſaith, SantTifie a Faſt, that is, offer 
vnto God an holy abſtinence of the fleſh accompanied with 
good workes: yea, daily experience doth teach vs, thatthoſc 
which eat but little, and are hardly brought vp, live onger,and 

are leſſe ſubiect vnto ſickneſſe, then others, 

do then the creatures are choolemaſters vnto vs, inſtruct- 
ing vs in the performance ofthis dutie: if we learne by them 
Hinwium per- to abſtaine from iniquities, and the valayfull pleaſures of this 
gat mentem, world, this is a perfect Faſt. | 1 yan urgeth the minde, helpeth 
elle, ſenſuwrche indgement, wa keth the fleſh ſubieR to the ſpirit, maketh 
2 fere4 broken and humble heart, diſperſeth che clouds of concupiſ- 
cence, extinguiſheth the heat , and kindleth the light of 
chaſtity. Now 


c —— 


The voyce of the (yer. | 79 


Now | come in particular to ſpese of this outie, concer- 
Y ning which theſe things are to be handled. i. What it is. 2. Ihe 
kindes rhercof; 3. By whom it is orda med. 4. Ihe time where» 
in it muſt be obſerued. 3. Wherein it doth conſiſt. 6. How 
it is to be performed, 7, The ſeuetall ends chereef. 8. The be- 
nefits ptacceding from then. * 4 8 | 
For the firſt, the Faftrequired in this place, is not ſuch a faſt What faſting , 
as doth procecde from the ſhutting of the-heauens, .or hards > 
ning of the earth, which is properly called famine zneitherthar en. 
which doth proceede from want of meat; neither that extra- Act. 9. 9. 
ordinary abſtinence occaſioned by viſions ; neither ſuch a mi- — 2 
raculous faſt as of Moſes, Elias, and our Sauiour : neither facts , 10 
as the daily ſobriety and temperance chat was in John Baptiſt; Mat. 3. 4. 
neicher ſuch as that ſuperfticions faſting of the Papiſts in ab- 5 
ſtaining from fleſh, and eating tore delicious meats, the ob- 
ſeruation whereofis by themuot onely acrounted a thing teli- 
gious, but alſo meritorious: ſuch ſotts of Fats, I ſay, our Pro- 
+ Þ phet doth not require, bur a true rebigious faſt, whichis an ab- 
ſtinence from meat and drinke for areligious v(elawtully com- 
manded, that is, ſeaſonably to abſtaine from refreſhing of our 
bodles, co make them fitter for religious duties (although 4 
dam yas commanded to faft from the forbidden tree) Moſes 
was the firſt (of hom we read) that did performe, and that nz 5 
willingly in crauing God pardon fat the ſins of the people. Lul 323 3. 
This deiection, together with the ſeuerall parts thereof are a · Mar. 2. 8. 
greeableto the holy Sctiptures, whidathele marginall quota · —— 
tions confitme. Db tu e:: ä Iudg. 20. : 
It may be demanded, whether we ſhould abſtaine from all © «eff, 
ſorts of meat, as the Nizivitesdid ; or onely from pleaſant 
\ meat, as David did ? To this I anſwer, that Faſting may be con- Anſv. 
ſidered. x; Of one ſingle act for one day, as the ſruelurt did. 
a 2. Of diſtin cies following one vpon another, as the men 
of Iabeſb Gilead who faſted ſeuen dayes, which is not ſo to be 
| vnderſtood, chat they faſted ſo lang by one continued act of 


1 Sam. 3 Is 


abſtinence, but that they ſiſted euery one of theſe ſeuen dayes 
eating nothip — at euening making a courſe 
meale. This both 


Oſfiander a Ptoteſtant on 1 Cbron. 10. and 
Tofiatve 


a ti 
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Toftatzs a Papiſt en i Kung. 3 1. doe confirnie,' Wherefofe ! 
ſey, chat a ſingle act of faſtiug (if nature cn ſo long endute) is 
to be kept without meat or drin ke, but if the ſaſt conſiſt of ma- 
ny acts it is lawfull to eat, by the example of Daniel, who fa- 

Aled Theo!, ſed euery day oſthe three weekes ſpace, and at night broke 
Belem. bart. g. his Faſt, according to the cuſtome of the /ewes. Therefore 
— re, Chrift is ſaid to luue faſted as well the night as the day, to put 
— a difference betwirt his faſting and the fafting of the /ewes. It 
is then an imperfect faſting, when either there is not abſtinence 

from all food from morning to night, or hen there is an ab- 

ftinence onely from one ſort of meat and driuke, as fleſu, and 

wine, and not from others. | Ws 


The kinds ani 


For the ſecond, The kinds _—_ of Faſting are eſpecial- 
ortsof Faſting ly two; the one worldly, the © — — ; awordly Faſt, 
— a is t. For a worldly cauſe, as 8 Paul made the peeple ſaſt to be 
Lſelmem. 43. auenged of their enemies. 2. For healths ſake, 2 ſpare 
meanes. 4; To keepe the ſtomacke ſor better fare : an holy 
Faſt, is for an holy an religious end, the abuſe whereof the Lord 
Zech. y. g. reproued by bis propher; ſaying, Te fa#edwnro your ſelner, but 
"" Heteaqueſtionmaybe propounded: That iſchvemt of f5- 
Herea be propounded : That i a- 
Neat. ſting be —— betwixt a religious 
anp a prophanefaſting; what if both doe concurre together, 
as if one faſt both for the health of his body, as alſo to tame the 
pride of hisfleth; to which kinde is ſuch a Faſt to be reſetred ? 
Arnſw.  *'] anſwer, that if onely one ofthoſe ends be intended, then the 
other is but aceidentall; and the denomination follo weth the 
preuailing fide, but if mans intention be mixt, partly concer - 
ning the ſoul e, and partly the body, this laſt reſpect taketh a- 
way from the worth of the former; The Reaſon is, becauſe the 
intention of a mans minde camot perſectly be ſet vpon two 
contrary obiects at one time, therefore it is moſt fit to deſerte 
the one till the other be accompliſhed, and what we ſaue by 
faſting to beſtow vpon the poore, as they did in the primitiue 
A. faber Pa. Church, whereunto S. Anguſlis doth exhort ia theſe words; 
Les that which is withdrawne from uu d — — be giuen to 
the needy : let hungry Cbriſt rereiue that which 4 fafting Chri- 
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flian doth abate. A Religious Faſt,is either priuate or publike, 
both which are either ordinary or extraordinary, An example 
of publike we haue in the Nininites; and for private Faſting 
(chough many mocke it. and ſpeake againſt it, yet) it is alſo 
warranted from Gods word both in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, as we may read, Leuit. 26.29. which Statute was not 
Ceremoniall, but Morall, becauſe we ſinne daily againſt God, 
and we cannot ſay, that extraordinary actions did fall ypon that 
day vnto that people. So alſo Mat. 9.14. Luk 2.37. Whence 
may be gathered that faſting was kept in the dayes of Chtiſt, 
for a religious vſe; Chriſt reproued the abuſe, but not the law - 
full vſe: which dutie was performed by Auna, luho ſerned God, Luk. 2.37. 
with faſting and prayer night and day. So that this ſort of faſtin 

is lawfull, and helpefull to further our humiliation: both it ſelfe 

and the ſeuerall kindes thereof are commande d in the word 

of God. 

For the 3. The Author and ordainer of Faſting, was God The Author 
nimſelſe in Paradiſe : as God did command it both before and ef Faſting. 
vnder the Law, ſo doth Chriſt alſo inthe Goſpell. By eating, ow * 
the Serpent ouerthrew the firſt Adam, by abſtinence the ſecond Mar 6.17. 
Adam ouercame the Serpent and reftored ys to life againe. It 
is not a late inuention'of men, but hath for its warrant both the 
precept and practiſe of Chriſt. 

For the 4. The time wherein this dutie is required of ys, is The Time. 
either. hen our enemies conſpire againſt vs, as /ehoſaphat did; Chro 
or when we behold the fece of the Lord againſt vs, and his 
hand puniſhing vs, as the Iſraelites : or when Gods Iudge- Iudg. 20. 26. 
ments are threatned againſt vs, as the Nimizites; or when wick- 10 
edneſſe is not taken to heart, as it was in the dayes of Fzra: — 2 
or out of a loue to Gods glory, and pre ſeruat ion of his peo- 
ple, as Queene Heſter and Mordicas : when our out ward ſtate Heſt. 4. 15. 
and condition doth decay : when Gods Tudgements doe not 
prouoke ys vnto Repentance: when we haue committed ſome 
groſſe fins, which we would haue pardoned: when we would 
preuent future ſinnes: when we finde a want of ſpirituall bleſ- 
kngs,and the like. 


The Part. of a 


For the 5. The parts of a * Faſt are two, 3 religiou GR, 
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and internall; externall,inabſtaining from labor and all world. 
ly buſineſſes (wherein the /ewes were ſo preciſe, that they held 


it as ynlawfull to doe any worke ypon that day, as vpon the 


Maymon. Treat Sabbath, yea and ordained the breakersof both to be puniſhed 


reſt af the Io. 


day. cap. I. ſer. 
1. 2. 


alike.) Internal, conſiſting of two parts, Repentance and Pray- 
er- Repentance conſiſting of two parts, ſorrowing for ſinnes 
paſt, leading ofa new life. In the ſorrowing for ſinnes paſt, 
there muſt be firſt a ſenſe and feeling of our miſery: ſecondly, 
lamentation for it. Thirdly, an vntolding of the ſame before 
God. 1. Ifay,there mult be a ſenſe and feeling of finne : to en- 
force which we are to remember, the time, place, and manner 
ofour ſinnes; we are to take notice that our ſinnes effend 
God ; and that we de ſerue puniſhment both in this life and the 
life to come: for which we muſt mourne and faſt, which is true 
humiliation. 2. We muſt lament our miſery, which is the groa- 
ning of the heart, and is ſometime expreſſed by our voyce and 
teares; and if God hearethe groanes of other creatures, how 
much more the groanes of his owne children, 3, We muſt 
confeſſe this our miſerableeftate to God, not in genetall, but in 
particular, that hereby we may acknowledge Gods goodneſſe, 
and our owne wickedneſſe; which, vntill we haue ſome grace, 
we are ſtill aſhamed to confefſe, although to ſuch as doe ac- 
knowledge their ſinnes, God is faithfull and juft to forgiue 
them, Prayer, 1. That the Lord would remoue his iudgements 
from vs. 2. That he would beſtow all ſorts of bleſſings vpon 
vs. 3. That God wouldgiue vs grace; firſt, to abſtaine from 
euill, of which Saint /erom ſaid, It is a pleaſant fact to the body, 
when the minde faſteth from vice; for if we would haue God 
to turne from the euill of puniſhment, we muſt firſt turne from 
the euill of ſinne: for what profit is it to aſtaine from the ea- 
ting of fleſh, if in the meanetime both the mouth andour o- 
ther members be giuen ouer vnto impieties, to abſtaine from 
meat and to doe euill, is the Diuels faſt, who doth euill, and 
yet eateth nothing. 2. To doe that which is good: firſt, in 
performing our dutie towards God: ſecondly, in louing one 
another, forgiuing wrongs done vnto vs, and debts owen by 
the pooxe, 11 they be not able to pay: which three are by our 
Saui- 


The woice of the Cryer. 


83 


Saviour ioyned together, Faſting, Prayer, and Almeſdeeds ; Mat 6, 


which actions of Chriſtianity ought to be performed by eue- 
ry Chriſtian; we muſt be like Cornelus, who ſaith, Faure 


dajes agoe, / was faſting untill this houre, and at the ninth houre, Ads 19.32, 


[ prayed in my houſe, aud behold a man ſtood before me in bright 
cleathing, and ſaid, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine almes 
are had in remembrauce in the ight of God, 


For the 6. This dutie is thus to be performed. Firſt, there How wee 


muſt be an abſtinence from meat and drinke, that the body may ought to faſt, 


be afflied : yet ſo, that nature be not deſtroyed, neither we 
made more ynfit for ſpirituall duties. 2. We muſt abftaine 
from morning vutill night, as by the Scriptures, the cuſtome 
of the ewes, and the cuſtome of the Church thereafter is eui- 
dent and plaine. 3. We muſt abſtaine from all pleaſures which 
may prouoke vs to fin. 4 All perſons(excepting ſuch as want 
ſtrength aud diſcretion) ate bound to keepe this humiliation. 
5. Weought to put on our meaneſt apparell. 6. We myſt 
make a more ſolemne conſeſſion of our ſinnes, both in gene- 
rall and in parcicular with more ſtrong cries and groanes to ob. 
taine pardon for our ſinnes, with plenty of teares, which were 
accompanied with putting on fack-cloath, bowing of the bo- 
dy, renting of the garments, lying in the duſt,of which the Pro- 


phet Micah ſpeaketh, Therefore will / wait and boule, I will gos Nic. 1.6, 


ftript and naked, / will make a wailing like a Dragon, and mur 


wing 4s the Owler, 7. All the members mult faſt, the eye, — ow 


the eare, the tongue, the hand, much more the ſoule it ſelſe. 


For the 7, The ends of Faſting are 1. To ſubdue the fleſh, — of 


and mertifie our bodily luſts, that they may become ſubiect to 
the will of God. 2. Io ſtirre vp deuotion and attention ynto 
holy duties; for by it the heart and affections become lighter, 
purer, more fit, and in better order for the ſerilice of God. 
3. To teſtiſie by our humiliation that we deſerue to be cut 
off from God; that we deny out ſelues the vic of Gods crea- 
tures; and that we rather deſerue death, as being by reaſon of 
ſin, vn worthy to enioy the ſmalleſt of Gods creatures. 


For the 8. The benefits of Faſting (beſides thoſe formerly The benefits 
mentioned) are diyers, 1. Hereby boch bleſſings haue beene of caſting. 
M2 


obtained, 
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obtained, and fearcfull iudgements haue beene remoued, yca 
turned into bleſſings. 2. By it Gods children haue not one 
beene confirmed, but aſſuredly perſwaded of their ſaluation. 
3. By it Sathan is defeated, caſt out andouerthrowne, and the 
Saints are more enabled to the perſormance of all Chriſtian 
duties; and the like fauour may the Church of God expect in 
the conſcionable performance hereof, vnto the worlds end. 
4. By this we teſtifie our dutie to God, before we dare meddle 
with the creatures for our comfort. 5. Hereby we learne mor- 
tification, whereas the fulneſſe of bread begctterh vncleanneſſe; 
1 Cor. 9. thus did the Apoſtle Paul bring his body into ſubiection to 
. the Law of God; ſo alſo Hilerion adeuout man, hauing after 
much faſting (for he eat but a little bread, and drunke water) 
felt the power ofthe fleſn within him, knocked vpon his breaſt 
; with his hand: Thou heaſt (faith he) Ile maks thee leane kicking, 
Haaren de Vit4 yoither will | feede thee with bavlie, but with cbaſſe, I will pull 
— thee downe with hunger and thirſt, and lade thee with heauie 
weigber. and bunt thee throng h heat and cold, that thou maieſt 
rat her thinks on meat then of Wantonneſſe, And the Reaſon here- 
of is, becauſe plenty maketh the ſtings of luſt to branch out; as 
vermine, weeds, and vnbroken clods, hinder a plentifull har- 
ueſt. 6. Hereby the minde is eleuated towards heauen, both 
by conforming our bodies to our mindes (according to that of 
Iſa. 26. the Prophet, In their afflictin they will ſeeks me eariy:) as alſo 
by cutting vs away, from our worldly delights, from which 
we ought to abſtaine (though they are lawfull) to giue our 
Ne guides ſelues to Faſting and Prayer, Hence Quintillas ſaith, that 
tempora idonea, when there is much time ſpent in feeding, euen that which re- 


2 ſaperſwnt. maineth is vnprofitable, as indeede it is, in reſpect of the 
2 — exerciſe of Religion; and therefore both Saint Baſil and 


Saint Auguſtine compare Faſting to Feathers, which the ayte 
maketh to flye ypward, and the things of this life to Bird- 
lime which pull vs downward.. 7. It doth further our Repen- 
tance, both in following aſter, and going before the ſame: In 
following after, as in the Niniuites, and Danid, The Naniniter 
ſinne d, and would not eat, ſinned and would not be cloathed, 
ſinned and would not giue their beaſts food; we ſin, and yet we 

eat, 


- 
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eat, yea we fin in cating : we fin, and yet wedrinke, yea we fin 
in drinking; we fin and cloath our ſelues, and fin by cloathing. 
In going before, becauſe it is a chaſtiſement which a ſinner in- 


flicteth vpon himſelſe for his offence; therefore ſaith 8. Baſil, gimil. 


As wormes which breed in childrens bellies muſt be expelled 
by bitter medicines, ſo fin by faſting : and S. Ambroſe ſaich, that 
delicate fare is pleaſant (boden hurtfull) to the body; as hony 
maketh the liuer to ſwell, which bettet things bring in temper: 
ſo faſting, although it ſeeme vnpleaſant, yet is moſt profitable. 
The truth hereot by experience we may finde in our ſelues. 


The Vſe of this point isfor Exhertation vnto vs all: that ſee · V/e,. 


ing faſting is ſo profitable, ſo excellent, and of ſuch great vſe; 
let vs all carefully performe the ſame: We had experience here- 
of in our laſt humiliation, when God ſo miraculouſly (moued 
by our prayers) ſtayed the Peſtilence raigning amongſt vs: Oh 
that we would more frequently both publikly & priuatly make 
vſe hereof, We haue diſordered affections mouing vs to cuill, 
withdrawing vs from good, Gods iudge metits hang ouer our 
heads, which (vnleſſe by Repentance they be preuented) light · 
ing vpon vs, may bring this Land into great (if not ytter) de- 
ſolation; and why doe we not by faſting humble our ſelues 
before God, for our ſinnes and the abhominations of the 
Land,that ſo his iudgements may be remoued from vs; and we 
returning and drawing nigh vnto him, he may be pleaſed, euen 
to returne and drawnigh vnto vs? 

And with weeping. This is the ſecond thing which our Pro- 
phet requireth in their Repentance, The word in the Originall 
ſignifieth to ſend forth many teares,as we may read Gen. 45 14. 
and /er,9,10, This ſecond hath great affinity with the third, 
and therefore that you may the better vnderſtand both, both 
areto be handled together, 

And with monruing. This is the third thing required. The 
word in the originall ſigniſie th, not onely a weeping, whereby 
teares appeate · but alſo mourning, which is in aſflidtion, in the 
inward parts, which chiefly belongeth vnto a funerall pompe, 
as 1 Kirg. 12.13. So that the Prophet doth not require them 
onely to faſt, but likewiſe to weepe, to mourne, to groane in 
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the ſpirit wich ſighs and ſobs vnto the Lord, to be wounded 
in ſpirit, 

For the better vnderſtanding of this godly ſorrow and 
mourni ig, we are to vnderſtand that weeping and mourning 
is a moſt excellent medicine for a troubled conſcience, yea for 
the moſt part, they doe accompany the ſame, therefore Dauid 

Pfal. 42.3 · faith, That teares were bis bread might aud day,whereupen Caſe 
: — ſſodor ſaith, that mourning is the food of the ſoule, the ſtreng- 
/onſawn,abſo. thening of the ſenſes, the abſolution of ſinne, the refreſhing of 
lutiopeccato= the mind, and the waſhing of faults. Hence they may be com- 
— 4% pared to many things in nature, of which I ſhall inſtance onely 
wecrum culpa- one, of water: for as water ſerueth 1. to waſh away filthineſſe 
rum. Caſſiod. outwardly, fo the teates of vnfained repentance to waſh away 
pfal. 51 finne, Waſh mee (ſaith David) aud I ſhall bes whiter then ſnow. 
517. 6 
The ſwans after they haue coupled together, doe not eate till 
they waſh them ſelues, neither yet the Storke and Elephant re- 
turne to their ſello wes till they haue waſhed themſelues, much 
more need haue we tobe waſhed with the vnfained teares of 
repentance* 2, Waters are viuificatiue and quickening, and 
therefore we ſee trees which in the winter ſeeme dead, when 
ſpring commeth, and the water aſcendeth, doe bloſſome; fo 
the mind benummed with ſinne, is by the teares of true repon · 
tance renewed, which otherwiſe would die, as the fiſh bein 
out of the water. 3. As water is fruitfull here with the ek 
being watcred preduceth euery thing in its kind, ſo our hearts 
hardened in ſinne become mollified by the teares of Repen- 
tance. This effect of water is eertaine, by that ouerflowing of 
Nilus in Egypt. 4. As water doth comfort ſuch as are weary, 
both man and beaſi; ſo doe the teares of Repentance the wea- 
ried & troubled conſcience. 5, As water ſoſtneth that which is 
hard, ſo the tearesof repentice take away the ſecurity of Gods 
children, when the waters are mooued, we ſhalbe whole. 6 As 
water is a ſtreng fortification, as at Babylon, whofe ſtrength 
(though ner walls were very great) conſiſted in this, chat it 
was compaſſed about wich waters, ſo the tea res of repentance 
doe preſetue vs againſt the ſtrength of temptation and perſecu- 
tion; as by the falling of the water, the ayre becommeth park. 
e - 


—— 
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fied and cleare, ſo by the teares the conſcience is clarified, for 
after temptation commeth a calme. 

So then this weeping and mourning (required in my text 
by the Prophet, requiſite to be in vs at this time) doth puriſie, 
ſtrengthen, and purge the heart of man to the per orming of 
good wor kes, in ar iſing from the works of darknest to amar- 
ueilous light. ? 

Thus hauing ſhewed you the neceſſitie and excellency of 
thoſeteares, of this weeping and mourning ; theſe things ate 
alſo to be conſidered. 

8 « The divers kinds of teares, and what teares are required 

of vs. 

2. The reaſons which may induce vs, to weeping, mour- 
ning, and ſhedding of teares. 

For the firſt, there are two kinds of teares. 1. Wicked The kinds of 
teares. 2. Godly teares. —_— 

Wicked tears are falſe and counterfeit, diuelliſh and helliſh 

1. I ſaythe wickeds tears are falſe & hypocritical, Such as [oabs Ler. 4 . C. 
when he killed Amaſa; !ſmaels,when be killed the people that 
came toGedaliab: Ababs,whe he was reproued by the Prophet 
for Naboth: death: luda his after he betraied Chrriſt. Theſe are 
Crocadile teares which weepeth when ſhe hath killed a man, 
and by and by will doe the like. Theſe are theeuiſn and who- 
rifh teares, who weepe before the Judge, but being at liberty 
walke in their former courſe. 2. Ihe wickeds teares ate 
diuelliſh and infernall,cuen ſuch as of the damned in hell, where 
there ſhalbe weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, which tcares and 
mournings (faith Saint Gregory) are more to bee feared, then 
expreſſe d, 

Godly teares are of ſoure ſoits. 1. Such as proceed ſroma. Kinds o 
Gods children to cleere and declare their innocency, as were Sly teares. 
the teares of Joſeph, Suſanna, and the holy Martyrs of God in 
the time of perſecution, whoſe teares are put in the botile of 
God. 2, Such as proceed from a firovg and huely faith in 
the time of al fliction whereby euen Gods children ate comſor- 
ted and refreſhed, of which David faith, My teares haue been ns 
eue day and night, while they baue ſaid, where is 2 "> 

T here- 
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meadable, 


Reaſons to 
mooue vs to 
weepe and 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4+ 


5. 


Ie r. 9. 17. 18. 


Therefore ſaich Saint Ang uſtine, the Saints ſhed teares to ſee 
God diſhenoured : griefe trouble th the ſoule : mourning doth 
enlarge it: enlargement giueth ic caſe. For in griefe wee ſigh, 
ſob, and mourne leſt the heart ſhould burſt with griefe, and in 
another place he ſaith, that nothing was — vnto him, 
but mourning and teares. 3. The teares of brotherly loue and 
compaſſion: the teares which Chriſt weeped ouer Lewerus 
were louc»teares, whereunto euen the beaſts doe inuite ys, as 
the horſes aud dogges of Iulius Ceſar did compaſſionate and 
lament their dead maſter. 4. The teates of true Repentance, 
ſuch as were in Peter, Abo offence was waſhed away by his 
teares running downe, when his ſhame was toogreatto bee 
knowne , which ought to bee in euery one of ys, the tongue 
may diſſemble, but thoſe lay open the inward affections of the 
heart. Thoſe are eſpecially required in this place. 


What kind of Thus then, all ſorts of teares are not commendable and 
tearesatecom- acceptable t but 1. ſuch as are ſhed when we heare that God is 


diſhonored. 2. When the word of Gad is oppreſſed, and the 
liberty thareof. 3. When the Church and ſeruants of God are 
perſecured, Gods word is contemned, the righteous are taken 
away from the earth, the people are deftroyed in their finnes: 
fuch ſhould our be at this time. 

For the ſecond, diuers reaſons may prouoke vs {to theper- 
formance of this duty. 1. The remembrance of our gricuous 
ſinnes and transgteſſions both originall and aftuall- 2. The 
feare of Gods anger and iudgements to be powred out v 
vs by reaſon of our ſinnes. 3. The miſery of this preſent life in 
the company of finners amongſt whom we liue. 4. The conſi- 
deration of the ioyes of heauen which through ſinne we haue 
loft, and cannot otherwiſe be obtained, but by true weepin 
and inourning« 5. Weeping (whichdeclareth a ſorrow for fin 
and — (whetrby is ſignified a deepe and feeling ſorrow) 
are tokens of true repentance, Send foorth the mourning wo- 
men, and let them make haft , and rake vp a lamencation for 
vs, That our eyes may runne downe with teares , and our eye-lids 
gaſh out with water: Ieruſalem wept ſore in the night, and ber 
reares run downe her cbeekes. 6, They waſh vs from — 
ore 
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fort the cold conſcience, and mollifie the hardnes ofheart;and 
therefore teares in the holy tongue are taken for wine and oile; 
for as wine doth gladen the heatt, and oyle maketh the face to 
ſhine,ſo tears comfort and make the conſcience ioyfull: 7. The 
loue which we owe vnto our country, Iſrael could not be glad 
in Babel, and(al h we are not in captiuity, as they were, 


7. 


praiſed be God) what cauſe haus we wot to monne? ſeeing out Pil. 137. 4 


foules are by ſinne vaniſhed from God; and our bodies and 
hearts divided aſunder, whereat euen our enemies reioyce : 
is not Gods hand both outwardly vpon our bodies, and in- 
wardly heauy vpon our foules, euen hardueſſe of heart, which 
of all others is moſt feare full; yea, of all things mans heart is 
moſt hard, vngentle, and intractable. Hereby both our ſelues 
are deceined and others, we deceiue our ſelues in the iudge - 
ment of things, vſing blinde and falſe ſpe ctacles, miſtaking 
Gods will, eſteeming euill good, and good euill, excufing 
our ſelues by the example of others;trauailing with falſe guides, 
cuſtome, example, multitude, ciuill honeſty, lawes of men, &c, 
and ſo an errour in iudgement, breedeth deceit in practiſe: 
we decciue others, in leading them by our example, from the 
wayes of holmeſſe into the wayes of varightcouſneſſe : and 
haue not we cauſe to weepe for this. 8. Ibey are comman- 
ded N hinifelfe, they haue beene vſed by our Sauiout 
Chrift and his Apottles, and holy men and women in fortnet Iohn 
times, to refreſh their troubled ſoules, yea the very ſtones pro. 
uoke vs to this dutie, which before change of weather drop 
reares, | ——_ 
The Vſes hereof are threefold, #17 ©2157 lt 7 27, 

For Exhottation: ſeeing mourning! 3nd Weeping dre the x, 


companions of true Repentatice : oh lets all mourne.& weep 


8. 


11.35. 


el. 


ſay of our fins,as Bernard faith: O wretched and vnhappy ge: Berde ſpec, 


neration, whoſe father is hard carefulneſſe, whoſe mother is 
ſhameful filthinefle, whoſe ſiſter is baſe vncleannefle; 'whofe 
nurſe is falfhood, whoſe reward i euctlifting bitterneſſe: O 
ſinfull generation, borne in care; ſwadled in fhame, attended by 
vice, nouriſhed with folly, wedded to ſinne, hath iſſue eternall 
miſery. Let ys lament the * our finne, we 
ament 
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Gen 32 26, 


1 Sam. 112. 


Rom. 12.1. 


Plal 126.5. 
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lament for che loſſe of Sion; either we muſt weepe here, or 
weepe in hell. Let ys weepe with Mary Magdalen, if we 
would be comforted with her, It is not enough to weepe with 
the eyes, valeſſe alſo we weepe with our hearts, otherwiſe we 
are but time-weepers, Oh let the eyes of our vnderſtanding 
and memory call to minde thoſe finnes which we haue done, 
and mourne for them; and let the eyes of our bodics ſhed 
teares abundantly, ſend them downe the cheekes, as through 
ſpouts, yea making furrowes therein by their continuall plow. 
ing. Let vs truely weepe, vnfainedly repent, and ſo continue 
vnto the end. as /ecob would not let God goe, till he had ob- 
tained a bleſſing, as Hana ceaſed not from weeping till ſhe 
had obtained her deſire; ſo let vs ſtill wee pe and mourne, till 
God accompliſh our deſites t as ſweet drops doe make a ſer · 
tile ſpring, ſo harty mourning maketh a vertuous ſoule; and 
that this may be performed, the Apoſtle Pas requireth ſixe 
things: x. We muſt giue our body and ſoule to God. 2. We 
muſt giue that which is our ewne. 3, Itmuſtbe willingly, not 
conftrained. 4. Our gift muſt be holy and vndefiled. 5, That 
it may be acceptable to God, 6. That it may be reaſonable, 
Oh that we would looke into our owne eſtate, and narrowly 
marke the ſame 3 we might finde many things which might 
moue vs to weepe: Salomos (aith, that t here is a timo to weepe: 
we may ſay, now is that time in this Land, Gods iud gement: 
ypon vs, greater hanging ouer our heads : the di eſtate 
of Gods Church abroad, the multitude and malice of our e- 
nemies, diuiſions and contentions amongſt our ſclues; the 

great abhominations ofthe Land: all thefe (I ſay) and man 
others ſhould moue vs to weepe and mourne, Oh let vs — 
our beds, and water our couch with our teares: and thus ſowe- 
ing in teares, we ſhall reape in oy. Let theſe be che cauſes of 
our teares; theſe are the ti mourning waſh your faces 
with water, and couer the Lords altar therewith, take heede 
vnto thy ſelfe,for they which now laugh ſhall one day weepe. 
Oh, bleſſed is the ſhedding of ſuchteares, 22 fruits 
of celeſtiall comfort. One weepeth in ſickneſſe, another for 
oppreſſion and worldlings for worldly eauſeaʒ but it RO 
rg 
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righteous ſoule, which ſhalt receiue profit by the teares, in the 
purifying of thy minde. 


For Reprehenfion, vnto ſuch as either mourne not at all, or Iſe 2. 


mourne not aright : many mourne not at all, neither for their 
owne finnes, nor for the abhominations of the Land : Who 
weepeth when he heareth God diſhonoured? whoſe eyes 
Rand full of water, at the A ic of thouſands in following 
the Beaſt, which are marked in the forehead for deſtructiou ? 
who mourneth, that out greene trees dye and wither, and that 
we which are aliue, ate but dry branches? who weepeth for 
himſelfe ? who weepeth that he cannot weepe h? weare 
for the moſt part hard hearted, ynacquainted with this holy 
exerciſe : Ie not aright, as hypocrites, and other 
worldlings for worldly cauſes. 


For Conſolation, vnto all ſuch as exerciſe this holy dutie : V/ 3. 


thou _ at euening, thou ſhalt haue joy in the morning 


thou ſhalt be marked with the letter Tas, and preſerued, xzek,9.4 


when others ſhall be deftroyed : thy teares ſhall not be ſhed 

in vaine, the Lorddoth behold them, the Lord doth te- 

— them; the Lord will beftow vpon thee thine hearts 
efire, 

Thus ye haue heard that God did require of his people (as 
hedoth now of vs) to teftifie their vnfained Repentanee, with 
faſting, with weeping, and with mourning : cbat as formerly 
they had multiplied their finnes, they might now multiply 
their ſorrow ſor them; and as formerly they had rejoyced in 
their finnes, ſo now they mighe weepe and mourne for the 
ſame; that as formerly they had pined their ſoules by ſin- 
ning, they might now abſtaine from all their former de- 
lights, puniſhing their bodies with faſting , with wee- 
5.8 and with mourning, Hence two other points may 

obſerued. 

1. That great finnes require great ſorrow and lamentation. 
2» That a full ſpirit ought to accompany a penitent 


For thefirft: Great und generall offences require a great 
— The Iſraolis being o- 
3 uercome 


. 2 


T he voice of the (Mer. 


11d 20-26- uercome by che Beniawites, falted aud prayed all the day vn- 


Reaſ. 1. 


Reaſ. 2. 


Mat. 17. 21. 


Vſe 1. 


Vſe a. 


2 Sam. 11. 11. 


till the euening, and the day following they obtained the vi- 
Qory : our priuate and publike fins, require priuate and publike 
humiliation, that we may vanquiſh our ſinnes as they did their 
enemies. : 

The Reaſons hereof are theſetwo. 1. That there may be 
ſome proportion betwixtgur ſinnes and our ſorrowes: that 
great ſins, and great ſorrowes, much ſinning, aud much mour- 
ning may follow the one vpon the other. 2. That both we 
may be the more prouoked to repent, and the Lord more mou- 
ed to patdon: the more ſenſible our ſorrowes are, the more fer · 
uent are our prayers, and the more feruent our pray ers ate, the 
more doe they prouoke Gods loue towards vs: this kinde go- 
eth not out, but by prayer and faſting; if our ſorrowes are Ea 
ſible, our prayers earneſt, our groanes ſtrong, then thine heart 
is acceptable vnto the Lord. 

The Vſes hereof are twofold, | 

For Inſtruction: In expreſſing our Repentance, we muſt vn» 
dergoe many ſorroywes: our life muſt be filled with feare, our 
heart with ſorrow, our comforts with mournings, we muſt ſuſ- 
pect our eating, leſt we take too much delight therein; we muſt 
doubt eur actions, leſt they proue hurtfull; we muſt bridle our 
naturall affections, leſt they exceede meaſure; hauing alwayes a 
care to run the way of Gods Commandements. 

For Exhortation: We haue ſinned much, oh let vs repent 
much; if we be children, let vs now faſt, weepe and mourne : if 
Uriah would not reft in his bed, till /oab and the Lords heat 
were atreſt, then J exhort you now in the feare of God, ſaſt, 
weepe, and mourne now in this time of miſery, and reſt not in 
this time of trouble, intheſe dangerous dayes. I doe not ſay 
that the Bridegroome. is taken from ys (although we deſerve 
it) but it is to be feared that our Candleſticke ſhall beremoued; 
for there is now more time ſpent in feaſting then in faſting, in 
laughing then in weeping, in reioycing then in mourning 2 
our finges cannot otherwiſe be put away, God iudgements 
otherwiſe be remoued, but by. taſting, weeping and mour- 
9 3 But 
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But alas our Tauernes and Alchouſes, our Stewes and Sta- 
ges are oſten ſuller, yea at all times more frequented, then our 
Churches : our peace maketh our liues licencious, our manners 
monſtrous, and our names odious, The Lord amend it. 


For the ſecond. A ſorrowfull ſpirit ought to accompany a Dots, 
penitent heart: hence the Apoſtle Paul faith, Godly ſorrow,2 Cor. 9. o. 


werketh Repent ance, neuer to berepented of. This ſeeking is not 
in many in theſe dayes; and therefore it may be accounted a 
wonder; but it may be more admired, that we haue fo much 
preaching, and ſo little pradiſe. The Medicine that worketh 
molt forcible, cauſeth greateſt paine, and ſpeedieſt cure; euen 
ſo the bloud of Chriſt, doth moſt ſweetly wipe away our ſins, 
when we are molt pricked inconſcienceʒ marke this, you which 
haue neuer wept one teare for your finnes; without Repen- 
rance there is no ſaluation; without godly ſorrow there is no 
repentance ; without prayer there is no godly ſorrow : this 
followeth vpon a ſenſe of Gods anger for our ſinnes. 


The Reaſon hereof is this; becauſe there is no comming Reaſon, 


to Chriſt, vnleſſe we finde our ſelues oppreſſed, then we 
haue moſt acceſſe ynto Chriſt, when we haue moſt ſortow: 
and thus the Lord doth temper our eſtate, that when wee 
are loſt in our ſelues, he findeth vs, for his ſtrength is per- 
fe in our weakneſſe . O happy ſorrow which draweth ys 
to our God? as a guide it leadeth vs; as a broome it ſwee- 
peth the paſſage ; it craueth pardon, and openeth the gate of 
Chriſts mercy, and lendeth vs wings to flye thereunto: as in 
the winter moſt raine falleth, ſo in diſtreſſe there is greateſt 
comfort, f 
The Vſes hereofaretwofold, 


For Inſtruction: then we are in greateſt danger, when we Vie r. 


ate leaſt ſorrowfull; worldly. medicines (playing, dancing, 
drinking) are not fit for thoſe heauenly ſores. Drinke is good, 
but not for them which haue eaten poyſon; ſo mirth is good, 
but not alwayes, It muſt be at ſomę r puag wich fa- 
ſting, weeping and mourning, neither muff, our mourair 

ak? 20041 hope of patdon (which is the eſtate of the wicked, 
Ng 
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for, if we doe truely mourne, Gods anger ſhall be turned a- 


wa, he will pardon vs; our faith (though weake) maketh vs 
via »:ious : as there may be liſe in the body, though not percei- 
ued ſo there may be in the ſoule, though not diſcerned; as it 


wa3 | Dauid, who ſaid, This i my death, yet recoucred both 
his h ilch, and ioy in the holy Ghoſt. 
For Exhortation: let vs by true ſorrow for ſinne, teſtifie 
our true Repentance: by this purgation we fhall recover 
health, though the paines of true Repentance exccede the 
'paines of the _y and for this cauſe good men are ſaid to 
ſuffer hell in this life, yer afſ.ire thy ſelfe ol heauen in the life to 
come; mourne and weepe,though God for a time delay, yet 
he heareth thee, and will grant chy requeſts, Our Sauiour 
faith, Fatber I thanke thee, that thou haſt heard me : and yet 
at this time Lax r was not raiſed. Marke this well, 4 
we muſt alſo be ready to beleeue that God will grant that 
which wee aske as we are ready to demand and pray for the 


To draw to an end: As the Lord by his Prophet required 
ofthe Ines to turne vnto him with all their heart, with faſting, 
weeping and mourning, that they might preuent thoſe iudge- 
ments which were threataed ag3inſt them: ſo alſo at this time, 
he requireth this dutie at our hands, he requireth our tur- 
ning; euen an holy reformation of our corruption, here- 

we muſt be ſorry for euill doing, and more careſull to 
admoniſh others by our fals, and to prevent ſinne in our ſclues, 
and more wiſe to auoid the occaſions thereof. If wee finde 
more cheerefulneſſe in troubles, more patience in waiting vp · 
on God, more care to make our enemies Gods friends, 
taking to heart fi of the timez more ſorrow for finne, 
then crofſesy if we faele an increaſe and growth of grace, 
with a longing defirefor our perfeRion in glory : theſe are 
certaine and vndoubted tokens of our true conuerfion vuto 
the Lord; which is the onely meanes to remoue thoſe iudge · 
ments which lye vpon vo, and preuent thoſe which hang ouer 
our heads. 


T he voyce of the (Her. 


For this cauſe let vs try and examine our ſelues, what wee 
finde wich n vs which may condemne vs. To this effect, let 
the heart which is the ſcate of the affcRions ſpeake to euery I 
one of ys, or more plainely let conſcience now ſpeake 
boldly to all forts of people (for the heart is ſtill pur for 
the conſcience among the Hebrewes, they hauing no 
particular word for it, ſo that a pure heart, anda pure conſci- 
ence are equiualent tearmes, as diuers places of ſcripture con- 
firme) telling them both whererein they doe amiſſe, and like- 
wife what God doch require of them, : 

And thou, oh Conſcience, that thou maieft execute thy of- What conſei- 
tee aright; ſpeake in the language of Canaan, ſpare no many . 
perſon, tell eue ry one of their ſinnes. 

Goe vnto all Chriſtian Princes, will them to tread in the 
ſcope of Ieſſab, by weakning the power of Autichriſt, pullirg Princes. 
downe the bigh places, ſpreading Leuites throughout their land 
to preach the word of God, that godlines nay bee maintained 
and ſinne puniſhed. 

Goe ynto the Nobilicie, and tell them, that there is notrue The Noble 
Nobili:y without a good conſcience, 

Goe to the Counſcllers, and Judges, and ſay vnto them, 
that Magifttates muſt be men of courage: fearing God, lo- 
uers of the truth, and haters of couetouſneſſe, that they ought 
5 abandon Balaaws wages, and ſhake all bribes out of their 

aps. 

Get chee to the tribe of Lexi, Say, lay hand ſuddenly on no a 
man, bid them that they deliuer — whole counſel of God, — 
though ſome with Dem embrace the world, and others with 
luda betray their mafter; let then ery in the cares of all men. 
and ſhoot the arrowes of Gods yengeance againſt the braſen 
faces of impenitent ſinners, 

Goe to the Genttie, tell themthat Gentility conſiſteth not in 
cutting of a card, ciſting ofa die, marching of a cocke, or in The N 
hollowing after a diſmall cry of hounds , or in buying and ſel- 
ling ſpirituall liuings, but in liuiag vpon theit own in che feat e 
of God, 


Iudges. 
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Iewes. 


All wicked 
parſons, 


Tr adſemen. 


Goe and tell Tradefmen, that they muſt make an equal! 
meaſure and iuſt ballance, and that they keepe a good conſci+ 
ence abroad and at home : Let labourers take this to heart, for 
ifrhe Lord did not often croffe men in their tillage, they would 
even worſhip their Ploughes. 

Goe, and tell the Rowawiffs, that there is no true end vp- 
right conſcience kept by _— vp Patliament houſes, mur- 
dering of Kings, ox cauſing their ſubiects to rebel againſt them. 

Tell the [ewes that the Mc ſſiah is come, in whom, if they doe 
not not beleeue, they cannot be ſaued. 

Goe, terrific all wicked perſons ; tell the Sweater, that 
the flying Booke full of curfes ſhall light vpon him: the 
Sabbaoth- breaker, that there is no reſt for him in hea- 
uen : Whoremongers, that the Lord ſhall judge them: 
Murtherers, that murther c:yeth to the heauens for venge- 
ance: Lyars, Drunkards, Gluttons, Epicures, Deceiuers, &c. 
meet with them all {for chou canſt haue acceſſe vnto them at 
all tines) ſtrike, wound, and terriſie the whole crew of them: 
hunt them from lurking places, that they may be turned from 
their euill wayes, ere they be turned to eternall torments. 

Oh, let vs in time returne vnte the Lord, beforc deſtru - 
Qion come ypon vs : let vs not in this time of peace, abuſe 
Gods mercies, reſiſting the law of righteouſneſſe. This was the 
loffe of thoſe famous Churches in Grecia, and Aſia, this may 
be our lot; it may come to paſſe (and we may iuſtly feare it) 
that others may ſay of this Land, as we now of theirs, there 
were Churches, but are notnow;there was the Goſpell preach 
ed, but is not now. The Lord giue vs eyes that we may be 
wiſe in time, and repent, in that we haue fallen from our for- 
mer loue, 

Be not vnthankefull for your Peace, leſt it be turned 
into Warre; be not proud of your benefits, left you be 
ſtripped of your ornaments be not ſecure in your glo- 
ry, leſt you bee put to ſorrow. Let ys all pray for true 
conuetſion vnto the Lord, and that our Peace may con- 
tinue: Let God be our Gouernour , let the Saints dwell 
with 
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amongſt vs; let the Churches be our Courts; let the 
Preachers be our Councell ; let Religion be our exer- 
ciſe ; let Prayers be our weapons, and Faith our ſhield, 
and holineſſe our armour : Let vs root ſinne out of our 
hearts; let vs waſh all the ſpots of evill from our liues: 
let ys caſt downe all the Caſtles of the Diuell in our 
Land; let vs driue away whatſocuer worketh vnrighte- 
ouſneſſe. Thoſe are the teures which the Lord deſixeth, euen 
ſuch as proceede from the conuer ſion of the heart. 

Let Prince and people, Clergie and Laitie, mourne 
wich ſpeede, for the Lord is gone out againſt vs: weepe 
old men and women; weepe young men and maides; 
let ys allmourne, for the day of the Lord is at hand, 
and is come already, Therefore now turne with faſting , 
weeping, and mourning; let it be in greater meaſure 
atthis time , then hath beene formerly , becauſe Gods 
anger is in wonderfull meaſure kindled againſt vs. Let 
ſorrew be our ſongs; and if we doe truely mourne, then 
I fay with Chryſoffome, as after a great raine, the ayre 
becommerh cleare and pure; ſo after a ſhower of teares gjcut poſt vehe. 
followeth the puritie and tranquilitie of the minde, Se menterimbres 
ſhall the Prophecie of David be fulfilled in vs, that fas, 2e 
although the troubles. of the righteous are many, yet — 7% 
the Lord deliuereth them out of them all. Such as <5r9mars plu- 
weepe ſowe precious ſeede, and ſhall (doubtleſſe) re- — — 
ioyce in bringing home their Sheaues : if wee ſowe in — 1 
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teures, wee ſhall reape in iey; for Chriſt ſhall wipe all 4. 

teares from our eyes, and (hall bring vs at length to a ry 
Citie, not made with hands, but eternall in the heauens, * 
where there ſhalt be no night, nei ber candle, nei- Reuel.22-5. 

ther light ef the Sunne, for the Lord God 
ſball be our light and we with the 
Saints ſhall reigne for 
' ener and cuor. 
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